■s 

5 s 

Is 



with sony: 


•!;ra; 
-r j. 

:.t; 


S-f 


•Automatic Maa** 
Transfer. 


Si 

Ktu. 




APPLYING STORE CO. WLL 

Teh. 2433409 • 5716085 « 392277V2 


TIIT1EJ 




CALL FOR 




t r t 


Is*. 

•J. i 

O A F I TV VT 

• Prompt & efficient radio 
controlled service. • English/ 
Arabic speaking drivers. • Fares 
from pick up point lo destination 
only. • Trips to Iraq available. 

• Group transport available. 

f ^12^: -Vis* ■; 


MONDAY, MARCH 26, 1990/SAH'ABAN 29, 1410 AH 


24 PAGES 150 FILS 


,A young Hungarian boy casts the vole of his grandmother in Hungarian 
I . election. (Reuter wirepholo) 

Alliance. Forum in close race 

Hungary holds 
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BUDAPEST. March ' 25. 
(Reuter): Hungarians.- voted 
today in their first free national 
’■ elections since l^5as an Opinion 
poll predicted defeat for the rul- 
ing ex-Communists and a two- 
horse race for First place, indica- 
tions were voters turnout would 
be higher. Uian expected, despite . 
a lacklustre campaign. 

* More than 1,600 candidates 
%nd 27 parties are competing for 
386 seals in Hungary's National 
Assembly in the second of five 
parliamentary elections 
scheduled f or Eastern Europe 
thisyeaF. 

A lasi-minuie survey by the 
gall up organisation, pointed to a 
dose race between two new par- 
ties -- the Liberal-Social 
Democratic Allaince of Free 
Democrats and the centre-right 
Hungarian Democratic Forum. 

The elections, which will go to 
a second round on April 8 . will 
seal a peaceful transition back to 
Western-style politics after more 
lhan four decades of commun- 
ism. 

“This will be perhaps our firsl 
real opportunity to decide, vote 
and choose freely." interim head 
•?tof slate Matyas Szuros told the 
’ counuj’^s 7.8 million voters in an 
election message. 

Conservatives won a landslide 
victory in East Germany exactly 
one week ago. Elections are also 
scheduled in Romania. Cze- 
choslovakia and Bulgaria over 
the next three months. 

In Hungary, the firsl of 1 1 .000 
polling stations opened at 5 am 
and election officers reported 
that early voting was going 
smoothly. 

The reborn Independent 
Smallholders' Party, by far the 
biggesl force in the last fully 
democratic elections in Novem- 
ber 1945, had mounted a strong 
challenge in recent weeks by- 
pledges lo return land collectiv- 
ised by the Communist Party. 

But the-gatlup poll showed the 
^Smallholders fading to about 1 1 

per cent of support. 


The Alliance, founded by dis- 
sidents who kept democratic 
. debate alive until the collapse of 
communism last year, led the 
Forum by23.5to23,l per cent on ^1 
the party lisls and by 23.8 to 20.8 | 
per cent in preferences for can- 
didates, the poUsaid. . 

Voters must cast their ballots 
twice today — ■ once for a specific 
candidate and once for a party 
list for seat allocation by propor- 
tional representation. 

The galhip poll also predicted 
that the Federation of Young 
Democrats (Fidesz); which has 
dose links to the Alliance, would 
push the ruling Socialists into 
fifth place. 

The Sodalist Parly was foun- 
ded lo succeed the Communist 
Party when it abandoned Marx- 
ist ideology last October. 

All four leading parties have 
ruled out sharing power wilh the 
Socialists, even though it was 
Sodalist reforms such as Stale 
Minister Imre Pozsgay who 
spearheaded Hungary's quiet 
“ei'olution from above." 

Former US Vice-President 
Waller Mondale and Cze- 
choslovak deputy Premier Jan 
Camogursky said yesterday they 
expected no cheating at Hun- 
gary- s elections. 

Mondale, speaking to selected 
reporters on the eve of the elec- 
tions for the 394-seat parliament, 
said there had been a “couple of 
pimples here and there” in the 
campaigning leading up to 
today's voting. But he said he 
had heard of no irregularieis 
much beyond what could be 
expected in a national US cam- 
paign. 

Camogursky. like Mondale a 
member of a 65-member inter- 
national delegation in Hungary 
lo observe the voting and its 
prelude, said Czechoslovakia, 
which holds its first free election 
in more than four decades June 8 - 
9. could learn from the Hun- 
garian process. 


Kuwait 

condemns 

Senate 

decision 


KUWAIT yesterday con- 
demned as “a severe blow to 
peace efforts" the resolution 
by the US Senate recognising 
a unified Jerusalem as the 
capital of Israel. 

“The Kuwaiti Cabinet con- 
demns the raising of this issue 
by the Senate at this juncture 
and considers the move a cru- 
shing blow to peace efforts 
and a flagrant defiance of the 
international will in general 
and that of Arab and Islamic 
nations in particular,” said 
the Minister of Slate for 
Cabinet Affairs Rashid 
Abdul Aziz A1 Rashid. 

He made the statement foll- 
owing a regular weekly ses- 
sion of the Cabinet, chaired 
by His Highness ihe Crown 
Prince and Prime Minister 
Sheikh Saad Ai Abdullah A1 
Sabah. 

The US Senate passed the 
resolution Thursday by voice 
vote and it is not binding on 
the administration. 

“Kuwait calls on the 
United Stales to abide by the 
relevant UN resolutions and 
urges the world community to 
step up efforts so as lo block 
any step that may thwart the 
peace process and enhance 
the sufferings of the Palestin- 
ian people.” AI Rashid said. 

“At the same time. Kuwait 
lays emphasis on the resolu- 
tions of the United Nations, 
the Non-Aligned Movement, 
the Organisation of Islamic 
Conference and the Arab 
League which consider the 
annexation as null and void,” 
AI Rashid added- 
■ Meanwhile, the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation said 
yesterday it was stunned and 
disappointed by a US Senate 
vote declaring that Jerusalem 
is tbecapital of Israel and that 
it should remain so. 

Hakam Balaoui. who has 
frequently represented the 
PLO in talks with US ambas- 
sador to Tunisia Robert 
Pelletreau, said in a statement 
that the Senate resolution will 
make the curren t peace efforts 
more difficult and that it plays 
into Israel's efforts to derail 
the peace process. 


From life 
to death 
sentence 

A MAN accused of committing a 
series of moral crimes, including 
a murder of a youth originally 
sentenced to life in prison by the 
Court of Firsl Instance bad his 
sentenced enhanced to death by 
hanging. 

The state prosecutor had 
appealed the original sentence 
and the Higher Court of Appeals 
had been told that the accused 
had terrorised and sexually 
assaulted all members of one 
family. Subsequently, he broke 
into another fiat and committed 
the same act with members of the 
family. In this instance, he not 
only raped a 1 5 year old youth, 
but murdered him after the act. 

A special task force was 
specially organised, whose 
diligent work led to the success- 
ful arrest of the culprit and con- 
viction. 
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FAIR weather wilh light 10 moderate 
north- westerly wind and some scat- 
tered clouds will appear. 

State ofw* Moderate 

High water. 12.00 noon. I -00 mn 
Low water 6,00 am. 6.00 pm 
Sunrise: 5.45 am 
Sunset: &03 pm 

Maximum temperatures recorded. 

Kuwait: 28"C 82"F 

Ahmadi: 25*C 72*F 

FaiLaka: 27 *C 8 PF 

Minimum tempera lures recorded. 

Kuwait: 15*C59*F 

Ahmadi: I7*C 63 *F 
FaQaka: iTCi&'F 
Maximum temperatures expected. 
Kuwait: 28"C S 2 *F 
Ahmadi :25*C 77*F 
FaibkiZrCSlT-: , . 

Maximum humidity recorded. 
Kuwait- 10 pei'ccnt 

Ahmadi: 55 percent 
Faibka: 37 per cent 


23, heading for funeral, killed 

NEW DELHI. India. March 25. (AP): A Gann tractor and wagon hauling 44 
people to a funeral collided with a truck in western India yesterday, killing 23 
people and injuring 26 others. Press Trust of India said. 

The collision happened near the village of Moupura. about 680 kilometres 
(425 miles) southwest of New Delhi in Gujarat State, the news agency said. 

The tractor and wagon were carrying 44 people to mourn a relative’s death in 
another village. Press' Trust said. It did not say how many people were in the 

Tractor-pulled wagons are often used iq carry large groups of people to 
weddings, funerals and festivals in rural India. 


Amnesty report on Kuwait baseless 


KUWAIT. March 25. (Kuna): Kuwait 
today denied as "baseless” recent claims 
by Amnesty International |A’I that 
Kuwaiti authorities were pra .‘rising 
human rights abuses. 

An authoritative source at the commit- 
tee entrusted with AI affairs u( Kuwait's 
Ministry of Justice and Legal Affairs stres- 
sed in a statement todav'that the allega- 


tions compiled in a press release published 
recently by the London -based human 
rights organisation were "absolutely 
unfounded.” 

The sources said that Kuwaiti authori- 
ties have alw ays adhered to the rule of law 
as a basic guarantee stipulated in Kuwait's 
constitution which provides for equal 
i real mem of citizens and residents concer- 


ning rights and provisions of human dig- 
nity. 

He said the constitution also provides 
for equality between all people before the 
law without any discrimination d uc to sex. 
origin, language or religion. 

He said Kuwait had been a target of 
international terrorism. "Popular cafes, 
oil and economic installation were bom- 


bed. an at tempi on the life of H H the Amir 
was made and planes were hijacked.” 
Kuwait has never bowed to the forces of 
terrorism and evil doing and abided by the 
rules of law in dealing with those who 
comm i tied such crimes, he said. "The 
provocation has not made Kuwait to 
ignore respect of justice and human 
riehis.” the source added. 


87 perish in NY fire 

Confusion and panic as victims are trapped in nightclub 


NEW YORK, March 25, (Agencies): A suspicious fireswept through a jam-packed, 
illegal social club for Latin immigrants in New York City early today, killing at least 
87 people, fire officials said. 

The fire, the worst in the continental United States in 1 3 years, was reported at 
the Happy Land Social Club in the borough of the Bronx at 3.41 am (084 1 GMT). 
It quickly spread through the two-storey brick building before beingcontained 2- 
1/2 hours later. 

One witness heard what soun- 
ded like gunshots before the fire. 

But Ungar would not comment 
on reports that there was a fight 
before the fire broke out or that 
gasoline cans were found at the 
scene. 

The building received an evic- 
tion notice in January because of 
improper exists, and was in the 
process of being condemned. 


Authorities and witnesses said the panic-stricken victims were trapped and only one 
man apparently managed to escape, severely burned. They said the victims were mostly 
Latin immigrants, primarily Hondurans. 

“This is the worst thing I have seen in ray career. It hurt my stomach, it was sickening.” 
said emergency medical services specialist Christopher McCarthy. 

“Most of the bodies were in dance clothes,” he said. "They were out lo have fun ... 1 saw 
wall-to-wall bodies — an indication of mass confusion and panic." 

Officials said the fire's rapid spread suggested an accelerant was used. "That heavy 
volume of fire immediately arouses suspicion.” said assistant fire chief Robert Ungar. 


BANGLADESH 

Inside today's issue a 
four-page (11-14) sup- 
plement on die occasion 
of Independence and 
National Day of Ban- 
gladesh. . 


said building commissioner Cha- 
rles Smith. 

“The sad part of il is that this 
did not have lo happen.” said 
mayor David Dinkins, who 
visiled the scene a few hours a fter 
the fire. Many of an estjmaied 
700 similar clubs operating in 
New York city may be unsafe, 
and are being investigated, he 
said. 

A fire at anolher Bronx Social 
Club killed 25 people on Oct 24. 
1976. 

Ungar pul Ihe death toll at 87 
or 88 people. A makeshift mor- 
gue was act up in ihe building 
next door, and relatives gathered 
at the scene. 

EMS Lt. Roy David said he 
got to the scene just as a man 
believed to be the lone survivor, 
apparently ihedub's disc jockey, 
was staggering out. 

“He walked toward me.” 
David said. “He couldn’t talk. 
He couldn't say anything. All we 
could do was treat him.” 

Anolher witness. Victory 
Perry, said: “There were no peo- 
ple coining out. The (disc jock- 
ey’s) clothes were stuck on his 
burnt skin which was coming 
off.” 

Lynn Schulman, an EMS 
spokeswoman, said the lone 
survivor was a 25-year-old man 
who suffered second- and third- 
degree burns on his arms and legs 
and was taken to Jacobi Hospital 
in guarded condition. 

She said most of the victims 
died from smoke inhalation, but 
added, “some people weretram- 
pled.” 

Five firefighters, including a 
battalion chief who broke his leg, 
were taken to Jacobi hospital 
after inhaling smoke and at least 
six other firefighters were treated 
for minor smoke inhalation at 
the scene, she said. 

Rosemary Green, whose sis- 
ter-in-law and cousin were at the 
club, said she and other people 
were coming from a neighbour- 
hood birthday party and going to 
the club when she encountered 
the scene. 

At least 30 firefighters from six 
companies were called to the 
scene, said a fire department 
spokesman, Lee Rodriguez. 



Ai left, firemen remove a body from the Happy Land nightclub in the Bronx, while al righl Ihey stand outside the nightclub. (Reuter wirephoto] 


Hawke hopes 
to retain 
power after 
deadlock 


SYDNEY. March 25. (Reuter): Aus- 
tralia's Labour Prime Minister B-' 
Ha wke pinned his hopes on rctainii ■ 
power on a few thousand uncountc 1 
votes after a deadlocked general els. - 
lion left him holding on as caretaker 
until a final tally. 

Both Hawke and Liberal opposi- 
tion leader Andrew Peakcock 
claimed Ihey.could win after Satur- 
day's poll, one of the closest in Aus- 
tralia's history. 

The outcome was left hanging on 
final counting of votes in six 
delicately balanced parliamentary 
constituencies. 

“I believe Labour will win govern- 
ment." Hawke told reporters today, 
emerging from a few hours sleep after 
counting in the cliff-hanger poll slop- 
ped around midnight. 

Hawke said it was possible the 
balance of power could be held by 
independent Ted Mack, an ex-mayor 
of north Sydney, who became the 
first independent to enter the House 
of Representatives (lower house) for 

25 years. 

"But I hope it will he better than 
ihat for Labour." said Hawke, whose 
government has held power for seven 
years hut whose tightened monetary 
policy has curbed consumer spend- 
ing, dampened demand for imports 
and resulted in commercial interest 
rates ol around 20 percent. 

Peacock claimed the Liberals, in 
coalition with the National Party, 
could win power. 


Imelda trial prompts mixed feelings in Philippines 


MANILA. March 25, lAP): The trial of 
Imelda Marcos in New York has prompted 
some mixed feelings in die Philippines. 

On meone hand, many Filipinos are glad to 
see Mrs Marcos being brought lo account for 
the alleged looting of the nation's treasury 
during the 20 -year rule of her late husband, 
Ferdinand Marcos. 

But others, notably supporters of the late 
president, suggest that the trial of a former 
Philippines First Lady on foreign soil is an 
affront to national pride. 


Mrs Marcos went on Inal last Tuesday in a 
Manhattan federal court on racketeering 
charges. She is charged in the alleged illegal 
transfer of more than 5160 million from the 
Manila government and defrauding banking 
inslilL lions of 5 1 65 million more. 

President Corazon Aquino's administra- 
tion claims Marcos, his family and associates 
embezzled up to SJ 0 billion before he was 
ousted in the “people power” revolution four 
years ago. 

However, neither Marcos nor his widow 


was ever charged in the Philippines wilh a 
criminal offense, although they have been 
named in more than 30 civil suits. 

The Philippine constitution forbids trials tn 
abserlia. and officials feared the Marcoses 
would invoke their right »o return from exile if 
criminal charges were filed. 

Marcos died in Hawaii last September. Mrs 
Aquino refused Lo allow his burial in the 
Philippines and barred the return of his 
immediate family, riling national security. 


Storms lash Bangladesh: 34 die 


DHAKA. March 25, fAP): Two days of storms 
pounding most parts of Bangladesh have left at least 
34 people dead, 800 injured and thousands home- 
less, police and news reports said today. 

Power lines snapped, mud-and-straw houses were 
blown away and rice crops were uprooted in storms 
that began Friday night and continued today, the 
reports said. 

Seven people, including three children, were 
killed when their mud houses collapsed on them 


Friday in Manikganj, 40 kilometres (25 miles) nor- 
theast of Dhaka, the Bengali-language Sangbad 
newspapersaid. 

Also on Friday, 100 people were missing after 
their boat capsized in Manikganj, the worst hit 
district, police officials said. The missing were 
presumed dead. 

Five more people were killed yesterday in house 
collapses in three northern towns, officials said. 
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Nurse appeals 

MANAMA. March 25. ( AP): A Brit- 
ish nurse Loday appealed her two- 
month jail sentence on charges of 
willfully harming an Arab infant's 
virginity. Western diplomatic sour- 
ces reported. 

Valerie Coakes, 49. was accused 
last June of inserting a suppository 
into the vagina of an 1 8-month -old 
bedouin girl, allegedly resulting in 
damage to the hymen and the per- 
ceived loss of virginity. 

The 40-minute appeal session 
dealt mainly with a defence plea on 
behalf of Coakes, with Qatar's chief 

justice Abdul-Rahman presiding. 

• • • 

Ethnic clashes 

MOSCOW, March 25. '(Reuter): 
Nine people, including a family of 
five, have been killed in ihe southern 
republic of Azerbaijan in attacks by 
Armenian militants, official reports 
from the region said today. 

The reports, carried by the official 
Tass news agency, said the attacks 
loo': place yesterday in the Kazakh 
distnc nf Azerbaijan. 

Death threats 

ANKARA. March 25, (AP): Two 
Muslim fundamentalist groups have 
threatened to kill personnel of the 
IIS. Turkish. Japanese. Dutch and 
Yugoslavian embassies in Tunisia, 

T urkey's semi-official Anatolia news 
agency reported today. 

The agency said Turkish Ambas- 
sador Mctin Karaca in Tunis told 
Anatolia by phone that the death 
threats by “Islamic Revenge Organ- 
isation" and “Nahda" were made in 
letters mailed to the embassies. It did 
noi say when the letters were 
received. 



Man injured 


A man injured by a police ciub runs away from the gates of the cemetery where 
[housands of people accompanied Ihe body of slain Colombian presidential 
candidate Bernardo Jaramillo. Jaramillo was assassinated by alleged drug- 
backed killers. (Reuter wirephoto} 


Officer suspended 

occupied Jerusalem, March 

25. (Reuter): An Israeli army captain 
has been suspended on suspicion of 
having an aftair with the daughter of 
a Palestinian prostitute. '-military 
sources said today: 

They said the captain maintained 
he was trying to recruit the girl 
whose reported age varied from 15tO 
20. as an informer in the Christian 


town of Beil Jalla near Bethlehem. 

“He has been removed from hi*, 
post as a company commander .” 

337 detained 

CAIRO. March 25, (Reuter): 
Rumours that Egyptian Christians 
were using Muslim girls in a “'white 
slave trade" prompted, two weeks of 
violence in which 337 people were 
arrested. Cairo said todav. 
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Crisis in 
Goa as 
Rane in 




Demos across Nepal 


minority 


By Thomas Abraham 

Arab Times correspondent 


An ankle-chained Vietnamese soldier, one ol the three, claimed by Khmer 
Rouge guerrillas to have been captured in Cambodia during the past three 
rncnths. being shown to reporters at Phum Jak Klay. (Reuter wirephoto) 


Cambodia asks for world help 


BANGKOK.. March 25. lAP): Prime Minister Hun Sen of the pro-Hanoi 
government in Cambodia hasappeaJed tbrinternationaiaid ro victims of war in 
the northwestern pan of the country, according to a government report. 

Hun Sen launched the appeal iast Friday during a meeting with "Sj^en- 
tatives of international organisations, the Cambodian News Agency SPK said 
in a report seen today. . 

"At" present, humanitarian aid is necessary for the Cambodian people who 
have fled from fighting areas and for families that have settled down m 
recaptured zones,” Hun Sen was quoted as telling the aid agencies. 

He said thousands of Cambodian families had been affected by the warm the 
northwest, where government troops have been battling a three-party coalition 
of guerrillas which includes the Khmer Rouge. 

Hun Sen said that since the complete withdrawal of Vietnamese troops, the 
guerrillas had launched large-scale attacks on the northwestern region from 
bases in Thailand. 

Vietnam said it w ithdrew all its forces last September but the guerrillas c l aim 
larse numbers have returned to bolster the Phnom Penh side in the northwest. 

Hun Sen promised to organise a trip for the representatives of the inter- 
national organisations to the affected areas. SPK said. 


NEW DELHI. March 25: The wes- 
tern Indian state of Goa was in the 
throes of a political crisis today after 
the two-aad*a-ba!f month oU Pratap 
Singh Rane government was reduced 
to a minority when seven Congress 
members withdrew their support to 
him, yesterday. 

The breakaway group was led by Dr 
Lots Proto Barbosa, speaker of the 40- 
monber legislative assembly. Soon 
after announcing their decision to 
withdraw support to the Rane minis- 
try, the group formed the Progressive 
Democratic Front (PDF) along with 
the Maharashtra wadi Gomantak 
Party (MGP), with Barbosa as its 
leader and staked their daim to form a 
new coalition government. 

The PDFhad reportedly reached an 
agreement that Barbosa will be the 
chief minister and MGP leader 
Ramakant Khalap die deputy chief 
minister. There were some indications 
that a new ministry would be sworn in 
today but compficatioas arose when 
Rane refused to resign saying he wosld 
prove his strength oo the floor of the 
house. The assembly is schedu l ed to 
meet from Monday for its budget ses- 
sion. 

Tbe Rane ministry had a wafer thin 
majority of just 21 members in the 40- 
member assembly. The PDF is now 
Hafiwing the sappart of 26, i adllrflHfl 
1 9 members of the MGP. 

Apart from Barbosa, the other Con- 
gress members who withdrew their 
support to Chief Minister Rane were 
Mauvin Godiabo, Lais Cardoza, 
Churchill Alemao, Fared Furtado, 
J.B. Gonsalves and Soaaatfa 
Juwarkar. Godiabo has also resigned 
as president of the Goa Youth Coa- 


KATHMANDU. March 25. (UPl): Hun- 
dreds of students and teachers demanding 
multi-pany democracy demonstrated 
today in the capital ana other Nepalese 
cities, leading to at least one confrontation 
in which police fired tear-gas. authorities 
said. . 

Tbe confrontation with police occurred 
at the Lalilpur engineering campus in the 
Kathmandu satellite town of Palan. where 
students shouted slogans at police and 
held up traffic for about an hour before the 
police used tear-gas to disperse the crowd, 
government sources said. 

The students said they were protesting a 
raid on the campus Friday by police while 


also demonstrating their continued sup- 
port for a five-week-old nationwide cam- 
paign seeking the legalisation of opposi- 
tion political parties. 

A group of law students also demon- 
strated today in Kathmandu before being 
dispersed by police, government and 
opposition sources said. Gove rnm ent 
officials said two people were arrested, 
while opposition sources claimed five 
arrests. 

In addition, students of the all-female 
Padma Kanya campus held a two-hour 
demonstration to protest last week's mass 
arrests of about -500 professionals who 
were meeting at Tribhi van University near 


Kathmandu to discuss the opposition 
movement. • 

Opposition sources also said about -SU 
teachers at tbeM ahendra Morangcampus 
in Biratnagar insouiheasiem Nepal mar- ' 
ched along streets wearing black arm- 
bands in support of the movement. 

The campaign of strikes and demonstra- 
tions was launched Feb 18 by the Nepali 
Congress Party and a coalition of seven 
other banned leftist parties. - 

The opposition is seeking to end Nepal s 
partyless panchayat system of elective 
councils on the local through national level 
over which King Birendra, one ot the 
world's last absolute' monarchs, has 
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•- Also, t an official of ihe lnternationa 
Red Cross said the agem^ wasmcmjtori^ 
humanitarian conditions in the copntrytj 
the wake of the movemeaL wIri ^h^ fat 
to at least . one dozen deaths andtnmdi ed 
of injuries. . v 

“We are concerned from the Juunan 
Harian point and we are following^tb 
situation," said a local qffiOTrfQttGUi 
' eva-based aid orgahisatjpn-v. v,;. 


Kashmir rebels 


hang politician 


Congress leader shot dead 


Tbe breaks way group is understood 
to have developed differences with 
Rane after be did not accommodate 
them in his mini st r y. Barbosa, in par- 
ticular, was learot to be snhappy that 
be had been offered only the speaker- 
ship. TOededSKM to withdrew support 
was made known Saturday after 
night-long discussions with MGP 
leaders. 


SRINAGAR, March 25, (Agen- 
cies): Police today found the body 
of a former state legislator two 
days after he was kidnapped by 
Muslim separatists and an 
extremist group claimed it hanged 
the victim after he admitted to 
being a police informer. 

Also today, three bombs planted 
by separatists went off in different 
locations of the Kashmir valley. 
Blasts in Srinagar and the town of 
KuJgam caused property damage but 
no injuries, while two people were 
bun in an explosion aboard a state- 
owned bus in Bardamullab. police 
said. 

Police said a patroi recovered the 
body of former legislator Mir 
Ghulam Mustafa at about 6 am from 
a street in Baunaloo. an extremist 
hotbed in central Srinagar, the sum- 
mer capital of Jammu and Kashmir. 

Tbe body was fully clothed, its face 
was covered by a white doth and 
there were rope burns on the neck, 
indicating that Mustafa had been 
hanged, police said. They said an 
autopsy had been ordered to deter- 
mine the exact cause of death . 


Later in the day, the Hezbul Muja- 
hideen — Kashmiri for the party of 
tbe soldiers of God — claimed res- 
ponsibility for theslayingina written 
statement delivered io United Press 
international. 

"We interrogated him, for two 
nights and one day. He confessed to 
have been working for tbe (police) 
intelligence bureau." said the 
statement. “We seized a pistol from 
him and then we hanged him." 

The Islamic fundamental sit 
separatist group also condemned 
Mustafa for drinking alcohol. 

Tbe victim's body was found two 
days after he was abducted by 
militants, who forced his car to a halt 
in Srinagar and bundled him into 
their vehicle, police said. 

Kashmir television said yesterday 
that Mustafa's kidnappers had 
demanded the release of 10 detained 
colleagues. It said tbev had 
threatened to kill him within 36 hours 
if the demand was not met. 
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Unique quality rice 
bred in few precious 
quantities in the Indian 
Punjab. 

Famous for its long 
plumped grains full of 
goodness and great 
taste... carefully picked 


to meet the highest 
standards that makes 
ALWAZZAN Basmati 
Rice No. I always. 
ALWAZZAN Basmati 
Rice brought specially 
for you to enjoy with 
your family and 
guests. 


. • Arv .. * 




ALWAZZAN cLjLUJ I 


Tel: 4846433-4815316 - Fax: 4836162 




When the sun 
sets 


Enjoy Iftnr 
at the Meridien 



La Brasserie: Lavish buffet and mezzah served until midnight. Music by Hani FawzL 

A1 Fingan: Enjoy your Aiguilla and select from Oriental pastries and delicious cocktails. Live music. 

Open until 2 am. 

Al Watia: Authentic oriental specialities, Shawarma and cooling cocktails. Open to midnight. 

Or order a complete Ifiar buffet and a traditional Ghabga to be served at the location of your choice, 
fftar ■ Meridien style. Its worth waiting for! 

For reservations call: 245-5550 ext. 96*V929 




J 2 ? 

MERIDIEN 

KUWAIT 

TRAVEL COMPANION Of AJR FRANCE 

Al HOali Street, P.O. Box 26302. Sefn 1312* kuwah, Tel: 3455S5Q 


eeriag a popular uprising, against 
Indian nue of the predominantly 
Muslim Kashmir, whose 3 million 


But a police spokesman today said 
the report was wrong and the kidnap- 
pers had made no demands. 
Mustafa was an independent 


people believe their interests’ bare 
long been neglected bv the Hindu- 


long been neglected by the Hindu- 
dominated government in New 
Delhi. 


Gunmen 
ambush 
two buses 
in Manila 


MANILA, March .25, (Agen- 
cies): A suspected communist 
urban guerrilla and a policeman 
were killed and another lawman 
was seriously wounded in a 


shootout in the capital at dawn 
today, officials said. 


today, officials said. 

Communist rebels meanwhile 
opened fire' at two passenger 
buses in the central Philippines 
yesterday, sparking a gunbattle 
with soldiers on board. Three 
children were killed and 18 oth- 
ers were, wounded in the 
exchange of fire. 

Police Col. Nicandro Men- 
doza said two rebels of the com- 
munist New People's Army 
(NPA) on board a taxi ran into a 
police checkpoint in suburban 
Quezon city and were ordered, to 
alight after they acted susp- 
iciously. 

One of the rebels, however, 
pulled a gun and fixed, killing 
SgL Dionisio Perez and seriously 
wounding patrolman Loreto 
Soriano. The wounded Jaw man 
was able to fire back, killing one 
of the rebels, Mendoza said. 

The second guerrilla escaped 
but policemen arrested him four 
hours later. A .38 calibre revolver 
was found in his possesison, 
Mendoza said. 

It wasthe third ambush in the 
capital in less than a week and 
came four days before tbe NPA 
marks its 21st founding anniver- 
sary March 29. Suspected rebels 
staged two ambushes in the 


capital on Thursday, killing six 
people including a colonel, three 
soldiers and a policeman. 

Tbe rebels usually celebrate 
their anniversary by conducting 
ambushes and attacks on 
military outposts. 

Mayor Reaato Reyes of Bon- 
gabong. Oriental Mindoro, 150 
miles (250 km) south of Manila, 
said in a radio interview today 
the buses were cruising along a 
highway in Lisap village whim 
they were ambushed by . the 
rebels. . 

The soldiers re tu rend fire, cat- 
ching the civilians in the cross- 
fire, Reyes said. The wounded 
included 12 children and a sol- 
dier, he said. 

Reyes said one of the wounded 
was a soldier and that govern- 
ment forces were pursuing the 
gunmen. 

The reason for the attack was 
unlclear, but rebels and other 
armed groups have attacked 
buses in the past because their 
owners refused to pay protection 
money. 



member of tbe Jammu and Kashmir 
assembly that was dissolved last 
month by Governor Jagmoban. who 
assummed control of tbe on 
New Delhi's orders following tbs 
resignation in January of its govern- 
ment. 

Mustafa was involved in negotia- 
tions last December tritfr nriffcants 
who kidnapped the daughter of 
federal Home Minister Mufti 
Mohammad Sayccd. She was freed m 
exchange for tbe release of five jailed 
extremists. 

In a related development, police 
said separatists last night shot and 
killed a Congress (I) Party leader and 
dumped his body outride his home in 
the Kashmir town of Pahalgam, 
about 60 miles east of Srinagar. The 
body of Ghoiam Nabi Kmlar was 
discovered tfrisxnommg,theysaid- 

Muslafa and Kullar were the latest 
victims of separatists who are engin- 
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Premadasa thanks India V - ; 


COLOMBO, March 25, (AP): 
The Tamil militia controlling Sri 
Lanka’s troubled north and east 
said today an era of peace has 
begun with the withdrawal of 
Indian troops from the region. 

‘•As a consequence of -the 
Indian withdrawal, we arecon- 
fident that peace, normalcy and 
stability .will become a pennan- ; 
ent feature in northern and eas- 
tern provinces,'* said Anton 


1987, a day after India -sro Sn 
Lanka signed an accord that ah? 
owed the troops to bc tfepToyedin 
the northern and eastern re&ons. 


disarm the several Tamil militant 
groups as part of the accord jhat 
aimed to give limited auforiom 
to .the Tamil minority. Wffl 
most" groups surrenderc^-the 


Tamil Tigers reneged:- on ft? 
accord after an iiutial-luccqfe 
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Ship sifiks;; 7 rnis 8 li 

TOKYO, ^fhrch 25+ (Apj^TWd 
seven . fisherman wiriti rescued^ 
seven remained.ntissing 
KotWQ. fishmg . boor soak 
bufenr watm-betwem SoiithKc 
and Japan early today' :. ;/ 
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JJ®|JNEAPOUS; At least 41 pilots 
of passenger aircraft have lost their 
Minnesota state driver’s licenses in 
Repast seven years because of 

S^r rdinstoa 

Of those who lost licenses “>r 
were employed by NorthWest 

A*™*, *e Sta r' Tribune reported 
. in. its Sunday editions. 

Officials of Northwest and the 
Fdenri Ariatiou A&nnlstrati oB 
declined to comment on the 
findings, as did a national 
spokesman for the Air Line Pilots 
Association. 

• The issue gained widespread 
attention wben three NorthWest 
pitots- woe Arrested this month after 
# a >ughi from Fargo, North Dakota, 
to Minneapolis. The pilots were 
later fired by NorthWest and have 
beai charged with Hying an airliner 
while under the influence of alcohol 
(AP) 

• * • 

TACOMA, Washington: The 
PyaBop Indian Tribe signed away its 
claim to much of its traditional land 
Saturday in exchange for cash, 
promises of jobs and education and 
some waterfront real estate. 

“This is one of the most 
important events in our tribe's 
history,'’' said tribe chairman Henry 
John at a packed downtown 
ceremony. 

John said;he did not expect the 
5162-million land claims settlement 
Jfp solve all problems that have 
divided the Indian and white 
communities over the past century. 
But he said it gives a framework for 
resolving future disagreements. 

* * • 

TOKYO: A South Korean fishing 
boat] sank in, rough seas off 
Nagasaki in southern Japan early 
Sunday, leaving seven of the 34 
fishermen aboard missing, the 
Maritime Safety Agency said. 

Agency officials said the 1 1 1-ton 
fishipg boat capsized and sank in 
the eastChinaSeaal a bout 12.30 
am, some 60 miles ( 100 km l off the 
coastof Tsushima in Nagasaki 
prefect ure] (state). ‘ 

Other 1 South Korean ships in the • 





. it seven-' were still missing. ; : 
I’hc.officia.lfisaid two- patrol 
boats andone airplane were sent to 
the site to search tor survivors. . 

CW».o 




Charles In forest 

Prince Charles stands on a suspen- 
sion badge leading to the Kcrup Ram 
Forest of Cameroon. The prince 
made an unscheduled visit to the 
preserve before departing tor home. 
(Reuter wirep ho to) 

TULSA, Oklahoma: Sweet Adelines 
Incorporated, founded in 1945 for 
women who wanted to experience 
the bliss of barbership harmony, is 
not changing hs tune — just its 
name. 

“Some people don’t think Sweet 
Adelines indicates what our 
organisation is about,” said Joiju 
Jacobs, communications director 
for Swett Adelines, which will 
become Hammy International 
Corporation of Md. 

“Sweet Adeline to someone 
would probably conjure up the gay 
‘90s,” club president Manta 
OTSfefll said Wednesday from her 
office in London, Canada. “To me, 
you think of gentlemen with 

hanHMwr 1HAI If tarhen and women 

in parasols. (AP) 


PARIS: Screen, stage and television 
actress Alice Sapritefa died Saturday 
of a heart attack, police said. She 
was 73. 

The black-haired Armenian 
actress, born in Istanbul in 1916, cut 
a familiar figure on the left bank for 
decades, with a turban atop her 
head and cigarette held firmly 
between her lingers. 

Ms Sapritch arrived in France in 
the early 1 930s to study drama at 
the prestigious national 
conservatory. (AP) 

9 9 9 

VATICAN CITY: Pope John Paul 
11 on Saturday inaugurated a 
Vatican exhibit on Michelangelo 
and the restoration of his frescoes in 
the Sistine Chapel. 

The exhibit, entitled Michelangelo 
and the Sistine Chapel — technique, 
conservation and myth, coincides 
with the completion of the cleaning 
of the vaulted chapel ceiling. 

John Paul said the show allows 
visitors to “evaluate the restoration 
of a work of an of worldwide 
importance and value and especially 
to consider the interest it has for the 
history of art and world culture." 
(AP) 

WASHINGTON: The crews of an 
Eastern Airlines 727 that struck a 
twin-engine plane on an Atlanta 
runway in January .saw the other 
craft just three seconds before the 
collision, federal documents show. 

The jetliner's pilots also said the 
smaller aircraft nad no lights on at 
the time of accident, which occurred 
at about 7 pm. 

The pilot of the Beechcraft B£- 
AI00 was killed and the co-pilot 
injured on Jan 18 when the plane 
was struck by the jetliner's right win 
on a runway at Atlanta Hnnsfield 
international airport. No one 
aboard the 727 was injured. (AP) 

m m m 

BRISBANE, Australia: Actor and 
comedian Richard Pryor, recovering 
from a minor heart attack, is in 
good spirits and probably will be 
discharged early next week, doctors 
said Saturday. 

Pryor was admitted to Wesley 
Hospital four days ago after 
complaining of chest pain while 
vacationing on the famed Gold 
Coast strip of northeastern 
Australia. 

“He's doing very well,” said 
hospital medical superintendent 
Douglas Killer. “We’re very pleased 
with him. (AP) 



i: Lennon, Ono ‘bed-in’ 


Amsterdam hotel staff put ihefinishing touches to the John Lennon. Yoke Ono 
honeymoon suite. The Amsterdam Hilton Hotel has recreated the room where 
John and Yoko heW their famous ‘bod-in' for world peace in 1969 and will 
charge guests 1 .500 guilders ($750) a night to steep there. (Reuter wirephoto) 


BRADENTON, Florida: Officials 
have not been able to determine 
why a man committed suicide by 
hurling Hi mself into a landfill 
incinerator. 

Jama Bvaett and a friend had 
been smoking marijuna and sipping 
cough syrup in their truck, parked 


Dear the landfill Thursday 
afternoon when Burnett walked 
over to the incinerator and climbed 
in, witnesses said. 

“It wasn’t a matter of tripping." 
said Manatee county sheriff’s 
detective Ned Foy. “He climbed a 
ladder and threw himself in." (AP) 


Sisters 

Chance 

delivery 

GREENSBORO. North 
Carolina, March 25, (UPI): Two 
sisters have each given birth to a 
baby boy on the same-afternoon 
in the same hospital: Both infants 
weigh the same and have light 
blond hair. 

“It was just incredible" said 
Karen Marie Gefarke. 

Gehrke, 26, and her older sis- 
ter. Maty Ann Plante. 28, gave 
birth Thursday three hours apart, 
in the same hospital. Their new- 
born boys each weighed 7 
pounds, 9 ounces (3.3 kg). 

“We thought it would be neat if 
we gave birth on the same day. 
We just talked about it," Gehrke 
said Friday." “We just live right 
up the block from each other. 
We're real dose." 

Both Michael William Gehrke, 
born at 1:21 am, and Thomas 
Joseph Plante, born at 4:19 am, 
were doing fine. 


NOCTURNES 



When you feel like sheer luxury, you'll he glad Caron s 
Nocturnes is there with its en^ulfma fragrance... 

.. Because it is unlike any other. Jkefau flower motij 
^nd the beHshaped cabochon highlight the beauty of the 
flask ana the fabulous perfume it contains. 
Amber sandalwood, vetiver and musha most exerting 
perfUme true to the tradition of Caron style. Wwv. 
P for the first time in Kuwait, ‘Nocturnes is here to 
J highlight the many sides of the woman who is 
4 truly feminine. 


UTl 


Agpnts: . _ 

W- J- Towel! & Co- 

Tel : 4738732/4749904 


Cohabitation no key to longer marriage 


BOWLING GREEN, Ohio, March 25, 
(UPI): Two reports about couples who live 
together before marriage reach the same 
conclusion — couples who cohabit before 
marrying stand a greater chance of getting 
a divorce. 

In their book, “What Are the Chances: 
Risks, Odds and Likelihood in Everyday 
Life,” authors Bernard Siskin and Jerome 
Slaller of the Philadelphia area refute con- 
ventional wisdom that suggests that cou- 
ples who live together before they marry 
will stay together longer. 

At the same lime, a pair of Bowling 
Green State University sociologists, 
Alfred Demaris and KV Rao, report 
similar findings. 


Their research indicates the odds for 
divorce among cohabiting couples are 66 
per cent higher than for those who do not 
live together before marrying. 

But Siskin and StaUer, whose book on 
marriage covers other topics as well as 
cohabitation, suggest the percentage of 
failure stands at 33. 

Their finding appears in the April edi- 
tion of Raders Digest. 

TheOhio researchers base their findings 
on analyses of more than 3.100 personal 
interviews conducted for the national 
survey of families and households. 

Roughly one-fourth of the respondents 
liyed together before marrying, Demaris 
and Rao said. 


Control factors were used to determine 
whether social class, race, age at marriage 
(the mean was 23 years), premarital preg- 
nancy and other influences related to 
divorce. 

The professors say their conclusions 
closely parallel similar studies in Sweden in 
1 988 and one a year earlier in Canada. Rao 
participated in the latter. 

Demaris said cohabitants have a ten- 
dency to be more modem, hip types who, 
when things aren’t working, figure ‘Til 
just check out of the relationship.” 

At the other end, he said, is the person 
with traditional values who sees marriage 
as a long-term commitment through thick 
and thin. 


Coincidentally, a 1984 study Demaris 
conducted on marital satisfaction revealed 
that, as a group, premarital cohabitants 
were less satisfied than their non- 
cohabiiant counterparts. 

In the early years of marriage, dissolu- 
tion rates for noncohabiiors are nearly 
equal to those for their cohabiting coun- 
terparts. 

The reason is that traditional couples 
who are flagrantly mismatched separate. 
But once this initial weeding out occurs, 
dissolution rates begin lo climb sharply for 
the cohabitors. 

In time, the spread narrows when only 
those committed to staying married 
remain among both types of couples. 


Fusion 

gives 

unusual 

X-rays 

SALT LAKE CITY, March 25, 
(UPI): On the first anniversary of 
a claimed cold fusion break- 
through at the University of 
Utah, physicists monitoring the 
research said Friday they have 
detected unusual levels of a 
apparent X-rays, a sign of a 
nuclear reaction. 

Since the astounding claim 
March 23, 1 989, scientists world- 
wide have attacked the work, 
saying electrochexnists Stanley 
Pons of the University of Utah 
and Martin Fleischmann of 
England’s Southampton Uni- 
versity discovered a chemical 
reaction, not the claimed room- 
temperature nuclear fusion with 
the promise of cheap and 
relatively clean energy. 

The Utah team said their sim- 
ple table-top device produced 
more heat energy than the elec- 
trical energy it consumed, but 
apparently emitted lower levels 
of neutrons, gamma rays and 
tritium than a traditional nuclear 
process would. 

Now, Utah physicist Haven E. 
Bergeson said his team, which is 
checking the chemists’ results. 


We byproduct of nuclear fusion 
— X-rays — coming from cold 
fusion derices. 

Appearing before a - state 
board directing the university’s 
National .Cold Fusion. lyEjntc/ 
Bergeson said he" hnS aacctcd 
“what appears to be copious 
numbers of very low-energy X- 
rays, which may be indicative of a 
copious rate of reaction but in a 
form that we just don’t have very 
much of a clue yet as lo what it 
is.” 

Loose ends 

But Bergeson cautioned: . 
“There’s so many loose ends that " 
could say this was all nonsense.” 

Nathan Lewis, a chemistry 
professor at California Institute 
of Technology and critic of cold 
fusion claims said the latest 
report adds little credence to the 
Utah claims. He said when a 
scientist studies a very low-levd 
effect, “you have to be very, very 
careful” of small factors that 
could throw off the results 

Even if the reported X-ray 
effect exists, Lewis said the Utah 
device still would not generate 
nuclear fusion byproducts at a 
level or rate that would match its 
reported heat production. 

Conventional nuclear fusion 
research requires temperatures 
of millions of degrees, similar to 
temperatures found on the sun, 
to create the reaction. 

In their device. Pons and Fleis- 
chmann placed electrodes of 
palladium and platinum in a jar 
of heavy water, water made of 
deuterium and oxygen. 
Deuterium is a form ofhydrogen 
with an extra neutron. 

When an electric current was 
run through the jar, the Utah 
scientists theorised the 
deuterium and oxygen split apart 
and the deuterium was absorbed 
by the palladium electrode in 
such tremendous concentrations 
that the atoms fused, releasing 
heat energy. 

Cellusive 

Scientific sources, who asked 
not to be identified said if X-rays 
are coining from the p all a dium 
electrode they should be easy to 
detect, not elusive as Bergeson 
described. 

In his appearance before the 
fusion board, Bergeson said, “it 
does have the appearance right 
now, and I have to say just 
appearance, that there is some- 
thing very interesting happening. 

I wish I could tell you just what it 
is. We're working very bard to 
findouL” 

Since the announcement one 
year ago, scientists at numerous 
US universities and Britain’s 
leading atomic laboratory, 
working in consultation with 
Fleischmann, have not been able 
to reproduce die Utah findings. 

The US Energy Department 
has recommended against 
establishing a cold fusion 
research centre. But the state of 
Utah allocated several million 
dollars for the effort, noting at 
least seven US universities and 
two national laboratories have 
duplicated parts of the cold 
fusion results. 



Khashoggi sitting pretty 

Saudi arms broker Adnan Khashoggi sits at his home underneath 
magazine covers of himself from around the world in his home in New 
York City yesterday. Khashoggi is on trial with ex-Philippines First Lady 
Imelda Marcos for federal racketeering charges. (Reuter wirephotp) 


Close race for best actor 

Tandy at 80 may 
be an Oscar winner 


LOS ANGELES. March 25, 
(Reuter): Jessica Tandy is a 
strong Hollywood favourite to 
become, at 80, the oldest perfor- 
mer to win an Oscar on Monday 
night and help take home a 
carload of awards for Driving 
Miss Daisy.” 

Film experts believe the award 
for best actor will be a close call 
between Morgan Freeman, who 
played Tandy’s chauffeur in 
“Driving Miss Daisy.” aDd Tom 
Cruise, star of “Born On the 
Fourth of July." 

Asked how it felt to be in a 
close race, a relaxed Freeman 
said with a laugh: “Not good — 1 
might lose.” 

“I don’t anxiously desire to 
win. What I anxiously desire is 
not to lose.” said Freeman, who 
would be the first black actor to 
receive the award since Sidney 
Poitier won in 1 964 for his role of 
a handyman in '‘Lilies Of The 
Field.” 

Whoever wins, a billion people 
are expected by the organisers to 
watch Hollywood’s night of the 
year, the star-studded Oscar 
Awards ceremony. 

The Irish production “My 
Left Foot,” starring British actor 
Daniel Day-Lewis as Christy 
Brown, an Irish writer and pain- 
ter who could work with only his 
left foot because of crippling 
cerebral palsy, is considered by 
the film experts to be a “sleeper” 
— the film which could provide a 
major surprise on the night. 

Asked if be would be at the 
Oscar Awards, the languid Day- 
Lewis. nominated for best actor 


for his role, said: “Now that I am 
here 1 might as well hang 
around.” 

An Oscar could bring in 
millions of dollars for the Irish 
film, now on only limited release, 
but would mean little more than 
a pal on the back for “Bom On 
the Fourth of July” which has 
already been widely shown in l he 
US. 

The film “Driving Miss 
Daisy,” the 'nile story of the 
growing friend . between a 
Jewish matron, played by Tandy, 
and her chauffeur in the US 
South, has been widely-publi- 
cised in a blockbuster studio 
marketing campaign and led the 
field with nine award nomina- 
tions. 

In a touch of Hollywood 
irony, the film, based on the play 
by Alfred Uhry, cost only 57.5 
million dollars to make and was 
turned down by a siring of 
studios for having no wide 
audience appeal before being 
backed by Warner Brothers. The 
film has so far taken in more than 
570 million at US box offices. 

The London-born Tandy, wife 
of actor Hume Cronyn, who 
made her stage debut in 1927, 
and Freeman both played their 
roles on stage before starring in 
the film. 

George Bums, now 94, was 
also 80, but was seven months 
younger than Tandy, when he 
won an Oscar for best supporting 
actor for his role in ‘The Sun- 
shine Boys." 

The best actor award would be 
a sweet victory for Cruise. 
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Baker sees change in South otic 


WASHINGTON. Man* 25, (Reuter): 
The United States hopes loco ax and cajole 
South Africa towards reforming while 
rule, while trying to bolster moderate 
black forces, US officials said after a visit 

by Secretary of Slate James Baker. 

Baker, who returned to Washington 
today after a week in Africa that took him 
to Namibia, South Africa and Zaire, said 
he was deeply impressed with the calibre of 
leaders he met m South Africa on both 
sides of the racial divide. 

A senior official travelling on his plane 
told reporters: “We thought there was a 
seriousness of purpose, a pragmatic 
approach that mak es us optimistic that 


maybe there can be some progress.” 

Baker was moved by the inner strength, 
intellectual force and moderation of the 
black nationalist leaders he met, including 
Nelson Mandela and Walter Sisulu. both 
recently released after 27 years in prison, 
officials said. 


“Clearly we will want to make sure we 
brief those on the (Capitol) HiU thaiwere 
already consulted prior to the trip.” the 
official said. “It’s important that we main- 
tain general agreement between the leg- 
islative and executive branch.” 


He also praised the courage of South 
African President F.W. de Klerk, compp- 
ing him in some respects to Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorbachev. 


Any US visit by De Klerk, who has 
already been invited by Bu&h, must be 
delicately hn n<twt and might be delayed if 
it looked likety to cause a domestic storm, 
the official said. 


One official said it was important for the 
administration of President George Bush 
to maintain a consensus with Congress on 
South Africa policy. 


Baker went to Africa with high hopes of 

persuading the sides in the Angolan civil 
war to return to the negotiating table after 
months of some of the most intense fight- 


mg seen in tbelS^year conflict.':' 

He held an unprecedented meeting wi 
Angola's Marxist President Jose Eduard 
Dos Santos, who a senior official sai 
displayed new fiexibilityori thepcasbifii 
of a ceasefire. ; - /■". 

But when lower rank officials pursue 
the issue, they found fess wfliin 
agree to a ceasefire than they had 
“The Angolan goverrimeiftistsseQiial. 
offering a Biafra solutkm where the othi 
side is reabsorbed into the nation withoi 
being mistreated.'" said one ofBdal. refe 
ring to the Nigerian civil war of the I9« 
which ended, with the. tola! defeat of tl 
secessionist Biafran forces. 


Sandinist killings 


Some 7.000 Salvadorans marched through Ihe streets of the capital city to commemorate the tenth anniversary of the 
assassination of Archbishop Oscar Romero. (Reuter wirephoio) 


cloud peace hope 






Priest slaying 
commemorated 


One held in 
burning death 
of schoolboy 


Military convoy ambushed 


Salvadoran faithful march 


SAN SALVADOR. Ei Sal- 
vador. March 25. CAP): The poor 
and the devout flocked by the 
thousands to pay homage yester- 
day to the memoiy of Roman 
Catholic Archbishop Oscar A. 
Romero on the tenth anniversary 
of his assassins lion. 

More than 1,000 people 
jamemd the unfinished down- 
town cathedral and several 
thousand more listened to the 
mass broadcast to the plaza and 
streets outside. 

A 20-block march com- 
memorating Romero preceded 
the service, which was celebrated 
by 16 bishops. 

Romero was slain on March 
24. 1980. as he said mass at a 
hospital chapel. Although the 
Christian Democratic govern- 
ment of 1984-89 compiled 
evidence implicating extreme 
rightists, no charges have been 
fifed. 

In Washington, thousands 
marched in front of the White 
House yesterday to protest US 
policies in Central America and 
mark the tenth anniversary of 
Romero. 


Police estimated 10,000 people 
joined the demonstration. Police 
spokesman Sgt. J.P. Farrell said 
S3 protesters were arrested and 
charged with demonstrating 
without a permit. 

The group marched peace- 
fully, waved banners and called 
fora halt to US military aid to El 
Salvador as a light, steady snow 
fell. 

Vatican Secretary of State 
Cardinal Agostino Casaroli sent 
a message, read at the mass, in 
which Pope John Paul II “joins 
the service in spirit and raises a 
prayer that the sacrifice of that 
pastor become a new call to 
reconciliation and forgiveness." 

“The holy father exhorts all 
those involved to renewed effort 
so that love triumphs over hate, 
union over division, justice over 
inequity and truth over lies and 
deception.” the message added. 

The decade-old civil war, 
which began engulfing this 
nation when Romero was killed, 
continues unabated and the 
death toll surpassed 72,000 late 
last year during a month-long 
offensive by leftist rebels. 


LOS ANGELES, March 25, 
(Reuter): Police yesterday 
said they arrested a fired 
school caretaker in the mur- 
der of an eight-year-old boy 
who was apparently handcuf- 
fed and gagged before being 
driven to a remote canyon 
and set on fire. 

Police said the charred 
body of Paul Bailey was 
found on Friday on a lonely 
canyon road in the San Fer- 
nando valley on the outskirts 
of Los Angeles. 

The boy was last seen on 
Friday morning when his 
mother dropped him off at 
school. 

Police said they arrested 
Greg Smith, 21. a former 
caretaker at the Derby 
elementary school who was 
fired several weeks ago for 
what was termed '‘inap- 
propriate behaviour.” 

Detectives believe the boy 
was driven handcuffed and 
gagged to a clearing where he 
was doused with a flammable 
liquid and set on fire. 

His body was found by 
firemen late on Friday fight- 
ing what they believed to be a 
routine brush fire. 


LA PAVONA, Nicaragua, 
March 25, (Reuter): An 
ambush which killed 12 sol- 
diers in this remote area of 
northern Nicaragua has 
clouded peace hopes raised by 
a Contra rebel pledge to dis- 
band. 

The Defence Ministry said 
about 100 Contras ambushed a 
"military convoy late on Friday as 
leaders of the US-backed Con- 
tras in Honduras were signing an 
agreement to begin laying down 
their arms. 

The ministry said 12 Sandin- 
ista soldiers were killed in the 
ambush at La Pavona, some 200 
kms (125 miles) north of the 


capital Managua. Another eight 
soldiers and two civilians were 


soldiers and two civilians were 
wounded, it said. 

Residents said five rebels and a 
civilian who had hitched a ride 
with the soldiers were also killed. 

A burned-out military truck 
and a bullet-riddled jeep stood at 
the scene of the attack yesterday, 
a sloping road through thickly- 
wooded hills. 

Nearby, the bullet-holed 
bodies of five rebels lay ready to 
be buried in a single grave. 

Sounds of heavy fighting 
could be heard from three kms 
(1.5 miles) away where Sandin- 
ista soldiers were battling the 
rebels yesterday. A Sandinista 
officer who refused to give his 


name said he believed the rebels 
were carrying several more dead 
with them. 

Contra leaders in Honduras 
denied, however, that rebels were 
behind the ambush. “Our forces 
in Nicaragua do not have that 
type of mission," said Oscar 
Sovalbarro, known as Comman- 
der Ruben. 

The heavy toll 'in the ambush 
undermined hopes of rapid end 
to the eight-year-old Contra war 
which has killed 30,000 people 
and caused billions of dollars in 
damage. 

“While they were signing in 
Toncontin (Honduras), the 
blood was flowing in 
Nicaragua," President Daniel 
Ortega said in a speech to sup- 
porters yesterday. 

“We have to fight so that this 
accord is respected and the blood 
stops flowing," Ortega said. 

Medical sources, who spoke 
on condition of anonymity, said 
in a telephone interview that the 
attack occurred about the time 
the accord was being announced 
in Tegucigalpa. 

President Daniel Ortega has 
repeatedly said the Contras most 
disband before Mrs Chamorro's 
inauguration if there is to be a 
peaceful transfer of Dower. 

After learning of the accord, 
Ortega told a rally of youth sup- 
porters in Managua laie Friday 
that “the weapons are nowin the 


ANC exiled leaders due in Pretoria to prepare for taiks 


JOHANNESBURG. March 25.(Reuter): 
The largest group of African National 
Congress (ANC) guerrilla leaders to 
return legally from exile is due to arrive 
today to prepare for talks with South 
Africa’s white government. 

ANC sources in Lusaka say the group oF 
about six officials will include guerrilla 
chief of staff Chris Hani, a controversial 
figure whose presence would be certain to 
anger right-wing whites. 

"We must teach our cadres that there is a 
need to fight and talk — and if talks fail we 
must go back and fight," the 47-year-old 


guerrilla fighter said recently. 

The group's this afternoon return marks 
a milestone on the path to reform in South 
Africa. It was made posable by the lifting 
last month of a 30-year ban on theZambia- 
based ANC, the main organisation fight- 
ing while domination. 

The group, including political commis- 
sar Steve Tshwete, will prepare for the first 
formal meeting between the ANC and 
President F W de Klerk’s six month-old 


reformist government on April 1 1 . 

ANC acting president Alfred Nzo and 


international relations chiefThabo Mbeki 


are due to fiy in on April 9 for the talks, 
aimed at clearing obstacles in the way of 
formal negotiations on giving political 
rights to the voteless black majority. 

The ANCsaysit will negotiateonly after 
Pretoria lifts emergency rule, frees 
political prisoners, removes troops from 
black townships and makes more progress 
on ending apartheid. 

De Klerk wants a strong commitment 
from the ANC to end the armed struggle of 
its military wing Umkhonto We Sizwe 
(MK - spear of the nation). 

MK chief of staff Hani, for years con- 
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Renault 9-1990 bursts into the 
motoring scene with stunning 
new features suitable to 
Kuwait’s harsh conditions. 
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No down payment 




First Installment after 3 months 


Generous trade-in value. 
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BOODAI MOTORS 


For more information, please caB 
Renault showrooms: 

Shuwaikh - Airport Road. Tel: 4843986. 
Kuwait - Arabian Gulf Street Tel: 2423999. 
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hands of the people." 

Ortega, quoted yesterday by 
the Sandinista newspaper 
Barricada, did not elaborate. But 
his remark seemed to be a 
reference to recent report that the 
Sandinista Army had distributed 
hundreds of weapons among 
supporters in the provinces. 
There have also been reports that 
the Sandinista Army wifi not 
yield control to the new govern- 
ment. 

The party newspaper voiced 
concern in an editorial, saying; 
“There is still worry over the 
plans that the Contras have been 
preparing to launch a great 
offensive.” It said “infiltrations 
from Honduras continue, and 
that weapons are being hidden.” 

The editorial also pointed out 
that Contra military chief brad 
Galeano Cornejo, known as 
Commander Fr anklin, had not 
signed the pact for disbanding 
the rebels. 

The Contras signed the accord 
after talks with Catholic Car- 
dinal Miguel Obando Y Bravo 
and envoys of President-elect 
Yioleta Chamorro, who defeated 
the Sandinistas in February’s 
elections. 
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Shevardnadze in Dar Es Salaam 


Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard Shevardnadze (right) is met at Oar Es ! 
airport by Soviet Charge d" Affairs for Tanzania, Alexarafer Goftitktee 

wirephoto): ' 
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the accord, which called for 
rebels based in Honduras to 
being disbanding by April 20 and 
those inside Nicaragua at a later 
date. 


demned as a terrorist by Pretoria, is regar- 
ded as a key figure in attempts to end 
township violence that has alarmed many 
whites who are increasingly uneasy about 
De Klerk's reforms. 

Worshipped by radical youths who 
favour armed conflict over negotiations, 
he is well placed to persuade them talking 
to Pretoria is worth trying — a notion he 
has voiced often recently. 

■ Two Zimbabwe opposition politicians 
were injured in a weekend of pre-election 
unrest that included a shooting, media 
reports said today. 


Car bomb kills 
two, injures 
35 in Peru 


LIMA, March 25, (Reuter): Sus- 
pected leftist guerrillas exploded 
a car bomb in front of Peru’s 
Economic Ministry in Iizna on 
Friday night, killing two people, 
and police said yesterday they 
had rounded up 500 people. 

Earlier on Friday, suspected 
rebels shot dead a candidate for 
next month’s congressional elec- 
tions and a state of emergency 
was declared in the capitaL 

Police said a five-year-old boy 
was killed when the car exploded, 
“We believe the car belonged to a 
ruling party congressman and 
that die man who was killed was 
his driver, ” a police spokesman 
told Reuters. 

Thirty-five people were woun- 
ded, eight of them seriously. 

Neither of Peru’s two major 
leftist - "'guerrilla groups 
immediately claimed respon- 
sibility for the attack, although 
car bombs have been a tactic of 
the pro-Cuban Tupac Amaru 
Revolutionary Movement 


■ Haitians have cahn IT-gfat: Haitians had their first night of calm after 

week of indisc rimi nate kfllmgsby maxandmg g u n men, a ft er a ten 
, Friday fay interim President Ertha Pascai-TroiSlotfOTaviialis to 
and get off the streets. • *. 

Ia a brief tekwiskm appeaiance^ PascabTrouillot;HritiVfe 
president, urged neighbourhood self-defence groups to leave the streets and k 
the military handle the maintenance of security. 

Since Sanday at least 40^pple have been Jolledin nighdy^^u aoM gs wtdd 

from the military to civilians. 

Some ofthe most rccemcasoaltas wm: caused by army a tracks OTHhedviha 

militiama n 

Nn shooting was heard overnight, and no dead or woonded were reported & 
the stale hospital . . 

Soldiers patrolled the streets and self-defence youths remained mdoors. - 
"The army has the mission of ensuring security,” die president said op slat 
^deriska^echainganarmycoaimuxBc^trieasedeaxfia^Faday. 

Sheurg&l Hmaan# to consider “the risk of things getting out ofhand" in tb 
aenase^^edr“kgiiiniaie" right tos^-defence. (AP) 

Presidential Candidate mo&medr Thousands of mourners mai 
died through Bogptapn Satunfaytoprol^tfieflSsassinationofiefbstpresKfen 
rial candidate Bernardo JaraxndUo, who the government said was the victim o 
the country’s most p ow er fu l cocaine cartel. 

The tenseatmosphere forced the government tomobilise thousands of troop 
and the ruling Liberal Party to detoy its presidential nomination conventioi 
until today. : 

Opposition parties, ranging from the conservatives to the ex-guerrilla M-l! 
mowment, have asked the government to postpone the May Jl.prcBidratia 
ejections because of the high fcvd of violence. . 

“Elections winch are carried out under these conditions, in which - tb 
opposition is physically disappearing, are not legitimate,” .said Diego Montana 
CaeQar of JaramiUo's party, the Patriotic Union (UP). (Reuter) - 


Arab refogues swelling; About 500 refugees from African and Aral 
rountries deported from Sweden were holed up in toe Baltic port of SwinvwjsCT 
while Polish authorities try to find a destination for them, the Pap agency sak 
yesterday. *, 

The group indudes 190 people deported from Sweden last Thursday ant 
Friday and 3d more yesterday who were refused, entry into Sweden afte 
travelling there by ferry from Poland, the agency said. 


Seine of the refugees arc being housed, in factory vacation centres u 
Swinoujsde and mumdpal authorities are having difficulty organising medica 
and social assistance. Pap said. 

Two people bearing Lebanese passports travelled to Warsaw on wilbai 
appeal to parliament and ibe Polish Red Obss for help They told reporter the; 
had been denied entry into Sweden. (AP) 


Gabon clamps curfew: President Omar Bongo damped a curfew os 
Gabon's main oil town of Port Gen til today after looting and protests again® 
economic austerity measures. 


GMT, officials said. 

Strikes and student demands for more pay and political reforms have eniptec 
since December. 


Shortly before the blast, police 
took down 18 red flags with the 
hammer and sickle, symbols of 
the Maoist Shining Path 
guerrilla group, in four working- 
class districts m Tima, the police 
spokesman said. 

Police set up roadblocks 


Thousands greet team 


throughout lima after the mur- 
der ofthe candidate for the cen- 


der ofthe candidate for the cen- 
tre-right Democratic Front 
coalition by suspected Shining 
Path guerrillas. 

More than 500 people won 
arrested by police in anti- 
guerrilla operations and large 
numbers of officers armed with 
sub-machineguns patrolled the 
city centre. ’ 

Four gunmen riddled Jose 
Galvez Fernandez with ballets as 
he left his home in the city’s 
working-class Comas district. 
He died as a neighbour rushed 
him to hospital 


ST. PAUL, Minnesota, March 25, (AP): A. band played and child 
rang and read poems yesterday as 7,000 people welcomed member 
me international trans- Antarctica expedition arid their does back 
Minnesota. • T 


■ Sreates* moment in my liferight here " expedition 

leader Will Steger told the crowd m front ofthe SteteC^pitol." 
certamly fdt your prayers. It got us through some almost seernin 
nnpossiote situations. ” 


Steg er, of By, Minnesota and his five fellow adventurers, 
representing differentnatiom,inadethelongest uameduuiigdnas 
acrossthefrozen amtinenL Thdr3,100-mfle (4988-kflometre)“2 
day sla and dog sled journey ended March 3. ... .. 

A chiBy wind blew during the ceremony. 

“I had afeding that Minnesota was colder than Antarctica, 
Soviet researcher and team member Victor Boyarsky. - 
Ste&er and emeriifa'nn -U L 


w-kougt jcau-ixmise nnenneot tn 
expressed concern that Antarctica's pristine environment 
destroyed by nations competing to exploit its potential miners 


Nixon admits he made ‘inexcusable err 

March 25. (UH): Former president decision to conduct the break-in, I should hav 
^ ard f . N “ on acce P? a ° cw bookfbr higher standard for the candbct of ttepeopl 

making the* mexarsa^^-ofa^gtheCIAto participated in my campaign and admiMa 
derail a criminal investigation of the Watergate Nixon said. - ^ 

break-i^a published amort said today. *T should have seta moral tone that would 

„ Pyt Ni ^°B’ J 7 - F^un*** to assert he was the made such actions unthinkable. I ctidnoC^ 
victim of dirty tricks" and Names his downfall "I played by the rules dfbohtics as rf^fnd m 
largeiyoo “a political vend^a by my enemies/' in myths lfSSS2S5d£SS3 

««rpts from his memoir, “In the Arena," pubK- the Central Intelligence Agency, tSSr & o 

. .. fned toprewnttheFBifrom pursuing its cri 

The former presiden t, who resigned April 9, 1974, investigation of the June 17 


says he poorly handled the aftermath of the break-in 
at the offices ofthe Democratic National Commit- 
tee, but was not responsible for many of the “myths" 
ofWatergate. 

"In retrospect, while I was not involved in the 


--- wemawmarupwi 

tne central Intelligence Agency, under his o 
tried topreveat the FBI from pursuing its cri 
investigation of the June 17, 1972, break-in i 
Watergate apartment complex in Wasbmgtot 
Nixon ram he did ask for such iaterventii 
because ofoad advice from subordinates— bu 
director Richard Helms: and his deputy; -V* 

- Helms, ignored the request; • 




in the Gulf. 


The natural progression for any International 
Company wishing to improve its service in the Gulf 
would be to' create a local management network. This 
would mean all decisions could be made in the Gulf. 

This improvement would not only benefit you as 
a valued customer, but would benefit the region as a 
whole. 

To this end, and with the continued full support 


of IBM, their six distributors created Gulf Business 
Machines — GBM. GBM, together with the distributors, 
employ the same highly skilled IBM personnel in 
Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar and UAE and can call 
on, and share, additional specialist staff. _______ 


GBM is market driven, flexible 
and committed to service excellence 
and customer satisfaction. 
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Depo sed and disgraced 

Honecker chased 

. _ 1 In HCI 


GUEHLEN. East Germany. 
March 25. (Reuter): Not long 
ago there would have been 
cheers. East German flags nap- 
ping in the spring breeze and 
flowers pressed into Erich Hon- 
ecker's hands. 

Yesterday people in this tiny 
villas? dropped all such preten- 
ces after 40 years of servility 
toward Stalinist rulers. 

Banging saucepans, thumping 
the roof of his car and yelling 
“You pig. You pig", they chased 
the former Communist Party 
chief out of town and sent him 
scurrving back to the protection 
of the Protestant Church he had 
left barely 24 hours before. 

“No rubbish here. Horn’ must 
go." the angry crowd chanted. 

It was a further humiliation for 
the Honeckers. already reduced 


ta living in two cramped garret 
rooms after decades of unques- 
tioned luxury, lavish hunting 
lodges and fancy cars. 

Honecker. toppled in last 
year's peaceful revolution, and 
his wife Margot arrived secretly 
on Friday evening at the smart 
lakeside government guest 
house, nestled in thick pine 
forests at the end of a narrow 
track an hour's drive north of 
Berlin. 

The aim was to improve the 
chances of the 77-year-old for- 
mer head of state recovering 
enough from cancer surgery in 
January to stand trial for treason 
and corruption during his 18 
years as undisputed leader of the 
hardline state. 

Rumoured to be afoot for days 
but still carried outin secrecy, the 



Hungary 
protests 
attack on 
airline 

BUCHAREST, March 25, 
(Renter); Hungary protested to 
Romania today over an arson 
attack on the Bucharest office of 
the Hungarian state airline, and 
demanded that it guarantee die 
safety of its embassy and staff in 
the city. , . 

The protest capped a weekend 
of diplomatic sparring between 
the two neighbours over dashes 
between Romanians and ethnic 
Hungarians in Transylvania. 

One room of the Malev AM* 

. Iha office was ransacked and another 
iurg. East Germany close to the fire iff yesterday night 

i historian uncovered the grave 

. the Berliner Zeitung reported. « It ^ a deliberate attack,” 

said Captain Sergiu Zimbatu of | 
, the Bucharest fire service. Papers 

0Q were scattered across the floor of 

the main office and the airline s 

H telex room burnt out- 

A Hungarian diplomat said the 
embassy in Bucharest bad issued a 

Wrn note of protest to the Romanian 

Foreign Ministry requesting an 
move was also intended to ease immediate inquiry- 

the strain on Protestant pastor The note ateo asked Romania to 

Uwe Holmer and his family, who “ensure the 
had sheltered the Honeckers for embassy, offices and rejn^enta- 
two months at the village of tions, as well as fee 
Lobetal. security of staff,” said the 

But instead, years of suppres- diplomat. f 

sed hatred spilled over at Gue- “We said that m the case of 
hlen and the Holmers had to further onpleasant evrats, the re- 
make up the beds again. ponsibiiity would be on the 

“They’ll be staying here for the Romanian side, be adifcd. 

time being." Holmer's secretary Three people died and over »» 
said today. were wounded last Tuesday m 

A new home was being sought 
bui nothing was in sight yet. g™* 

Just two hours after the couple ists m the northern Romani 

arrived in G uehlen from Lobetal town ofTirgn Mnr “- p , 

under a deal struck between out- Hungaiy s ambass^or. P^ 

going Prime Minister Hans Szuts, met ZT e 
Modrow and the church, two Roman yesterday 
dozen villagers gathered outside have disputed a^dal Roman- 
the automatic metal gates of the »an statement accusmg Budapest 
guest house. of ma ting the violence. 

a A later Romanian statement 

A rrhhSehnn said Roman had urged Hungary 

MrenDIS»nU|/ “not to complicate the situation 

Runcie to step R ^wnmians in Transylvania the 

down next year Pnsideirt^itt^fecn 

.. , „ . also appealed for calm, rejecting 

LONDON. March 25, (Reuter): complaints that his government 


am in no trouble’ 


LONDON, March 25. (Reuter): British 
Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher says sne 

has no intention of stepping down despite a 
crushing by-election defeat for her ruling 
Conservative Party and a record plunge in its 
popularity. 

Her comments in an interview with the 
Sunday Telegraph newspaper coincided with 
opinion polls showing the opposition Labour 
Party leading the Conservatives by a record 
margin. 

“Am 1 in trouble? No," she told the news- 
paper. “Look at all the other times when we 
have recovered from situations like this. 

The newspaper said Thatcher nodded 


emphatically when asked if she intended to 
continue as prime minister. "There is so much 
more to do. I want to gel on with it. shesaio. 

Publication of the interview coincided with 
release of an opinion poll showing the ruh^S 
Conservatives, reeling from widespread dis- 
content over economic policy, trailing tne 
opposition Labour Party by a record 
points. 

The Harris Survey conducted 
Observer newspaper put support for That- 
cher s party at 29 per rent compared with 5 / 
per cent for Labour. 

A Mori poll in the Sunday Times gave 
Labour a 23-point lead over the Con- 


Labour its bigger ini 
over 5.e cLse^aliie in JO sears of opimon 
polls in Britain. . 

Labour’s previous best showing w as a 21 _5- 

Pt V0Mr'E!cHMii n irTta-d..'. ^ JwSj 

!SS3KS5S5S«r~B 

ped Labour to grab a staunchly Conservative 
£?, in a parliament b> -eKs - ... on TucO 
central England. L 


Genscher decorates Horn 


West Germany awarded Hungarian Foreign Minister Gyula Horn one | 
of its highest honours on Saturday to thank Hungary for allowing East 

Germans to tlee West last year. . 

West German Foreign Minister Hans-Dietrich Genscher presented 
Horn with the Federal Cross of Merit during a two-hour visit to Budapest 
on the eve of Hungary's first free elections for 45 years. 

Tens of thousands of East Germans streamed West through Hungary 
last September after the Budapest government broke an accord with 
East Berlin that had stopped them crossing the Hunganan border with 
Austria. _ 

Yugoslavia steps up 
security in Kosovo 

PRISTINA. March25. (Reuter): and Western doctors arrived in 

Yugoslav troops and heavily- Pristina. Kosovo s capital, at the 

armed police kept a tense peace weekend to try to solve the riddle 

in Kosovo province today after of the illness, 
the federal government accused The Yugoslav government 
ethnic Albanians of stirring up said yesterday there was no 
unrest over a mass poisoning evidence that the ethnic Alban- 
scare. ians had been poisoned and 

Police carrying automatic accused them of fanning violence 

rifles and armoured cars with in the province, where 28 people 
machine gun turrets patrolled have been killed in clashes this 
towns where roaming gangs of year. 

ethnic Albanians beat up about The federal communist auth- 
100 Serbs and Montenegrins on orities sent tanks and armoured 
Thursday and Friday, shouting cars rumbling onto the streets in 
“you poisoned our children." a show of strength and the 

The fighting erupted after republic of Serbia, of which 
hundreds of ethnic Albanian Kosovo is a part, took over direct 
children were rushed to hospital control of security in the south- 
complaining of stomach pains, em province, 
nausea and breathing problems. The false massive poisoning of 

Their relatives said they were vie- Albanians in Kosovo in the past 

tims of chemical poisoning. twodays wasan action by Aiban- 

No new clashes or outbreaks ian separatists aimed at destabil- 

of the mysterious illness were ising what is already an 
reported today. aggravated situation, Tanjug 

Representatives of inter- news agency said, quoting a 
national human rights groups government statement. 


LONDON. March 25, (Reuter): 
Archbishop of Canterbury 
Robert Runcie. a controversial 
church leader who drew fire for 
his comments on religion and 
British government policies, will 
retire next year, his office said 
today. 

The announcement from the 
Archbishop’s Lambeth Palace 
residence came on the 10th 
anniversary of his enthronement 
as leader of the world’s 70 million 
Anglicans. 

The statement said Runcie’s 
resignation, which had been ten- 
dered to Queen Elizabeth, would 
take effect from January 31, 
1991. The archbishop had been 
due to retire on his 70th birthday 
in October next year. 

Runcie said in the statement 
that he thought the beginning of 
1991 was the righttime for him to 
hand over to the next Archbi- 
shop of Canterbury. 

“The first half of next year will 
be a time of fresh initiatives for 
the Church of England and for 
Jie churches of the British Isles," 
the statement said. 

“The public announcement 
today will give sufficient time for 
the name of my successor to be 
known well before the end of this 
year." 

Runcie, an ardent proponent 
of Christian unity and a fierce 
critic of Prime Minister Mar- 
garet Thatcher's Conservative 
government, had to endure 
strong criticism during 10 years 
as Archbishop of Canterbury 
despite preaching a message of 
conciliation. 


Es tonia follows s uit 

Standoff between Kremlin, Lithuania continues 


had not acted firmly enough to 
prevent violence and stressing die 
need to adopt democratic methods 
to solve ethnic conflicts rather 
than the force applied in the past 
simply to silence them. . 

Officials of Romania’s interim 
government met at city hall with 
representatives of the two com- 
m musts in an effort to defuse the 
crisis. 

“We agreed we had made some 
mistakes and the Hungarians ack- 
nowledged they had done the 
same,” said Radu Cion tea, the 
head of the Vatra Romaneses a 
newly-formed organisation of 
Ro manians in Transylvania. 

During yesterday’s meeting 
between Vatra and represen- 
tatives of the Hungarian 
Democratic Union, the political 
party of Transylvania's ethnic 

Hungarian minority, the two sides 

were expected to agree concrete 
steps to prevent a repeat of the 
rarest, Ciontea said. 

Late Thursday, the two sides 
approved a new county and mun- 
icipal leadership composed of 13 
Romanians and eight ethnic Hun- 
garians, with Romanian 
negotiators electing Hungarian 
council members and Hu n g a rian 
negotiators voting for the Roman- 
ian representatives in onto’ to 
prevent extremists from either 
side from being included, reports 
said. 

There are almost two million 
ethnic Hungarians and eight 
million Romanians in the north- 
western province, a part of the 
Anstro-Hnngarian empire until 
1918. 
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and form thdr own party, a spokesman said. - - . . 

The decision made Estonia the second Soviet republic after Uth 
uania in which communists voted to form an independent party. 

party move was foUowed by a paifiamenta.y 

declaration of independence from the Soviet state. 

The vote at a special part}' con- k : C 

gress in the Estonian capital B ; • •_ r’'* 

Tallinn was 432 in favour of the B •_ ; ■ J: • . “ 

split, with three against and six B. 
abstentions. Henry Soova, an B 
aide to the party’s ideology chief B_. .; ; . : • 

Mikk Tiitma, _ told Reuters by B • _ . : - 
telephone. B V:. 

But about 250 deputies, many 
of them ethnic Russians, did not B . 

participate at all in the vole. B . " ’ 

Soova said. They are expected to B / 
remain loyal to Moscow, as a B;- 
minority group of Lithuanian B 

communists has done, he added. 

“The Communist Party of B 
Estonia five minutes ago pro- B_ •' 

<-! ai med its independence from B . 
the Communist Party of the 
Soviet Unioin.” Soova said. 

“There was a lot of applause 

when the decision was announ- 'JWM 

ced.” 

“This means that the Com- '1® 

munist Party of Estonia is an 
independent party, as in Lith- 
uania," Soova said, adding thata 
programme adopted by the con- 

gress savs the party’s aim is an a man walks by a huge cartoon 

independent Estonian state. holds a steerii 

Bui Estonia, unlike Lithuania. 

indejwidrace C from * the* Sovirt GOrbSCheV 

meets this week. Soova said. Ins- v advisers to a presidential council in a move to 

lead,. Estoma^was s^kmg ^SS^SSui frcm th^party that. has 

ne ^ atl0 ^:^r?r rt v Of surrendered its 70-year motiopoly toihphew.stron- 
The Com^Kt ^rty ot _ presidential government. 

taufiSh - not to pro- vJk" 

SfflSd" 0 " 11 ovIev^asweH^^e oiftiien^^^a^s^ret 

“First we roust have negotia- pobcc, me among frre full otucm 

tions with the Soviet Union, and the party s ruling Politburo st 

the political decision will be pr^idenu^ auvtsory group^ 
mad^fterwaids,"heMid. 

The republic’s old Parliament presidential office, 
called for the restoration of the The presidential council is a 
pre-war independent Estonian shed under legislation passed thi 

state in February, and senior ■ • 

Estonian representatives met for 
four hours with Gorbachev last 
week to discuss the appeal. 

Estonia, like its sister Baltic 
republics Lithuania and Latvia, 

was independent between the f 

world wars but was incorporated Vytautas Landsberas’told ti 
into the Soviet Union under 
military pressure in 1940. 

Young Lithuanians refusing 
to serve in the Soviet army took 
refuge in hospitals yesterday 
after the Kremlin despatched 
hundreds of paratroopers to the 
Baltic republic’s capital over- 
night. 

Residents of Vilnius reported . . 

the citv calm after a column of bodyjnthm his new execute 
some 100 tanks and armoured 
personnel carriers rolled into the 
city overnight in the latest in a 
series of Kremlin measures to 
hall Lithuania's self-proclaimed 
independence. “ lfc w “““J r *» 

They said a convoy of trucks ^ weekly greeting to pflgru 
brought between 1 ,500 and 2,000 front his Va tican window. 


Soviet authorities. 

finally for Ull^ni^d^w^ra fr MQ^l^Fted 

SS for the cessation of signing up for volunteer groups. , 


Mongolian demo demands dissolution of Parliament 

. . Ium- nhnnr irftOO was the second biuest of How ^ th^ miT 


ULAN BATOR, March 25. (Reuter): 
Thousands of Mongolians poured into cen- 
tral Ulan Bator today, demanding the dis- 
solution of Parliament, calling the govern- 
ment “cheats” and cheering a proposal to 
build a shrine to Genghis Khan. 

Leaders of 1.1 loosely aligned pro- 
democracy groups made anti-government 
speeches into microphones before a sea of 
banner-waving protesters in Sukbator 
Square. 

The crowd, estimated by witnesses to num- 


ber about 13,000, was the second biggest of 
several pro-democracy demonstrations since 
Mongotia's Popular Movement for Change 

erupted in December. . r 

The opposition wants all 370 members of 
the Great People’s HuraL, or Parliament, to 
step aside to make way for an extraordinary 
session of a legislature representing all par- 
ties. „ . 

One of the banners fluttering over the 


mm 


mm 
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holds a steering wheel with a hammer in his hands, (fteuter wlrephoto) .. 

Gorbachev names presidential council 


thens the presidency. - .. ; . 

Tass, the Soviet news agency, said Gorbachev 
picked two v^-kno\yiv Wrife^,an ecoimTnist and 
twopariiamfiOtaria^ or «; successful 

agro-industri^Tirmia I^wia.abd^ worker from a 
steel null in the Urals— tb serye on the oounal. 

The constitutional amendments establishing a 
strong presidency provide for the President s 

■ ■ . ‘ . vc. nra ^rlo»fi«lw>iinrfl fnhp ‘‘rpsnon- 


presidential advisory group. 

By presidential decree, the body will be housed m 
the Kremlin, where Gorbachev also will have his 
presidential office. . . 

The presidential council is a mechanism establi- 
shed underlegjslation passed this month that streng- 

para troops into the city during 
the night. The empty trucks had 
left en masse during the after 
noon. 

“We feel we are in an occupied 
country,” Lithuanian President 
Vytautas Landsbexgjs told the 
republic's Parliament several 
hours after the vehicles passed by 
the Parliament building on their 
way through the capital. 

In Moscow, Gorbachev 
surrounded himself with con 
servatives in announcing the 
make-up of a new presidential 
council, a key policy-making 
body within us new executive 
powers. 

■ Pope John Paul II today 
prayed for an easing of the tense 
situationin Lithuania, calling for 
a "just and peaceful solution” to 
the country's problems during 
his weekly greeting to pilgrims A Lithuanian 
from his Vatican window. 


country. ’ 

- The Prime Minister, Nikolai I. Ryzhkov, it the 
. only ex-officio member, and there is no fixed num- 
ber of appointees, nor any requirement that the 
council meet as a group. 



A Lithuanian conscript, arrested for deserting from Soviet army, in 
Vilnius. (Reuter wirephoto) 



Romanians protesting crime against the Hungarian minority wave a 
Romanian flag during a rally in Tirgu Mures. (Reuter wirephoto) 


How can they represent us?" 

Demonstrators said a meeting of 
parliament last Friday failed to honour com- 
mitments that freely contested multi-party 
elections would oe permitted. 

“The government has deceived and cheated 

us." said Batbayar. 

Newly appointed Communist Party chief 
Gamboiavyn Ochirbat had promised tlwt 
opposition parties would be allowed to take 


ssSBESBBs e*ew~ 


Fall of 

communism 

foretold 

PITTSBURGH, March 25, 
(AP): An apparition of the Virgin 
Mary in Yugoslavia that has 
drawn millions of believers 
foretold the collapse o' commun- 
ism in Eastern Europe, say par- 
ticipants at conference on visions 
of the mother of Jesus. 

“ft just seems too coincidental 
to have her appear and then all of 
a sudden the communist regime 
starts falling apart," said Robert 
Lacher, 54. 

The two-day Eastern regional 
conference on visions of the Vir- 
gin Mary started yesterday at 
Duquesne University. The con- 
ference is focusing on the 
increased number of reported 
messages and what believers see 
as their tie to communism's 
collapse, sponsors said. 

The recent spate of visions of 
Mary and apparitions started in 
1981 in the Yugoslavian city of 
Medjugoije what a group of six 
youngsters heard her message, 
said John O’Keefe of the Our 
Lady of Peace Ministries in Pitts- 
burgh- 

Another apparition reported 
was by a 12-year-old girl and her 
mother in Hrushiw, Ukraine, on 
April 26, 1987, one year to the 

, hour after the Chernobyl nuclear 
accident in the Ukraine, a Soviet 
republic. . 






Eastern Europe accepted: 

The 23-nation Council of Europe, 
agreed Saturday to accept Eastern 
Europe’s fledgling democracies, but 
insisted it would not lower stringent 
standards on human rights protec- 
tion. 

Delegates at a special two-day 
meeting of top officials from the 
Strasbourg-based organisation of 
Western democracies reached broad 
agreement that the Soviet Union and 
its former East European satellites 
were genuinely interested in building 
democracies, albeit on shaky foun- 
dations. 

Describing the meeting as “very 
satisfying.” Soviet Deputy Foreign 
Minister Y uri Kashlev said “the mes- 
sage was that the Council of Europe 
opens its doors to the Soviet Union 
and Eastern Europe/* (AP) 

British summer time: British 
summer time began here at 1 am 
when docks were put forward one 
hour. 

This also means that the docks 
were put one hour ahead of Green- 
witch mean rime. 

The change brings two hours dif- 
ference only between London and 
Kuwait instead of three until yester- 
day. 

Meanwhile, clocks were m oved 
forward an hour to summer time 
early Sunday morning throughout 
the rest of Europe. 

Britain ends summer time at the 
end of October . a month later than its 
EEC partners. (Kuna) 


Leader denies spying: East 

German Social Democratic (SPD) 
leader Ibrahim Bochme has denied 
allegations he spied for the former 
Stasi security police and urged the 
SPD to stop talks with other parties 
until the matter is resolved. 

The weekly West German news 
magazine ber Spiegel, available 
ahead of publication, quoted an 
unidentified Stasi officer as saying he 
was BoehmeV controller and had 
contact with the politician for a 
decade. 

In a letter released to the official 
ADN news agency yesterday, Boe- 
hme said: “Despite these assertions 
and suspicions I declare that I never 
worked for or co-operated with the 
Ministry for State Security fStasi). 
(Reuter) 

• • • 

World record price: Amedeo 

Modigliani's “The Pretty Shopk- 
eeper was sold for 63 million francs 
(SlO.9 million) at auction today, 
breaking the world record for a work 
- by the Italian artist. 

The previous record was set at a 
London sale at Sotheby's last 
November, when Modigliani's "The 
Girl in the Black Apron” went for 
. 49.2 million francs (S8 million). 

“The Pretty Shopkeeper” is pan of 
acollection of major art works^ belon- 
ging to the Parisian couple Lucien 
and Marcdlc Bourdon, up for sale at 
the Drouout Auction House. The 
pie was conducted simultaneously 
in Tokyo and Paris by satellite- 
linkup. (Reuter) 


Leader scales down visit: 

France’s National Front on Sunday - 
scaled down a visit to the southern 
city of Lyon by West German far- 
right leader Franz Schoenhuber after- 
protests from - the mayor and . local 
Jewish community. . - 

National Front representative 
Bruno Gollnisch said Schoenhubei^jp. 
a former officer in Hitler’s Waffen- 
SS, would simply hold, a brief press 
conference on Monday. 

A political rally scheduled the . 
same evening has been. banned, by --. 
Lyon Mayor Michel Noir ana 
Schoenhuber has called offa visirto a. 
local trade fair because Organisers 
said they were worried abrut possi- 
ble security problems. (Reiner)' 

Costa Rica jotted: a' strong 

earthquake and aftershocks rocked 
Costa Plica early today, smashing 
plate glass windows, cracting wafls 
and causing praple to panic. There 
were no immediate report&of casual- 
ties. . _■ •' 

The quakes measuring up to 6,9 on 
the Richter scale struck at 7:16 am 
(1 3 16 GMT) followed by the firsipfa 
- series of aftershocks six -'minuttS 
later. ‘ ' . • 

People in San Jost the -capital,': 
rushed out of homes andbniklipgs as ... 
structures started rocking viofentiy-'; 
Plaster, cornices and ;omer-adam? . 
maits were seen crashing from older, 
buildings into street^ along.- with- • 
smashing window panes' and -shop 
windows. (AP) . 
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exchange 
heavy fire 

in Beirut 

BEIRUT, March 25, (Agencies): 
Bival Christian forces fought 
fi^ce artillery, tank and rocket 
battles for two hours today in 
mountains northeast of Beirut 
kdling a^ieast two people, wit- 
nesses and security sources said. 

They said troops of General 
Michel Aoun and rival 
militiamen of the Lebanese For- 
ces (LF) traded heavy fire using 
155 mm howitzers and multi- 
barreled rocket-launchers at 
seven villages in the Keserwan 
area, some 20 km (12 miles) from 
Beirut. 

. “We could feel the earth shak- 
ing under our feet. At some 
stages the shells were slamming 
in at the rate of one each second." 
said Rima Hajj, a resident of 
Christian east Beirut. 

The sources said at least two 
civilians were killed, among them 
an Indian national, and two 
militiamen wounded. 

"East Beirut is facing a 
decisive week. There will be 
either an agreement or an 
explosion," said Ad Diyar daily 
newspaper, published in the 
Christian sector of the capital. 

The fighting Forced thousands 
of people to miss Sunday church 
services and hide in underground 
shelters. 

Both sides blamed each other 
for starting the fight. The LF said 
two militiamen were wounded by 
the army's sniper fire and 
accused Aoun's troops of closing 
a crossing linking Beirut to nor- 
thern militia-held areas. 

Today's fighting was the worst 
violation of a shaky ceasefire rea- 
ched on March 2 to halt fighting 
between Aoun's 15,000 troops 
and the LFs 1 0,000-man force. 

At least 820 people were killed 
and more than 2,650 wounded in 
the fighting that started on Jan- 
uary 31. 

The two forces are vying for 
the control of Lebanon's Chris- ' 
dan enclave. 

Diplomats and Christian 
political sources said an all-out 
war could soon erupt in the 
enclave where both armies were 



Meanwhile, a previously un- 
known Musfim extremist- group • 
yesterday accused the West Ger- 
man government of mistreating 
two Shiite prisoners and 
threatened to retaliate. 

"We warn the oppressive 
(West German) government of 
continuing its psychological war 
against our struggiers Moham- 
med and Abbas Ham adi and for 
not respecting freedom of wor- 
ship and belief," the "organisa- 
tion for defending the struggiers 
and detainees" said in a 
statement. 

The one-page typed statement 
bore Quranic verses and was 
delivered to the offices of a Wes- 
tern news agency in Beirut 

Mohammed . Ali Hamadi is 
spending a life sentence in West 
Germany on terrorist charges, 
including the murdering of US 
Navy diver Robert Stcthem 
aboard the TWA plane hijacked 
to Beirut on June, 1985. The 
killer was arrested at Frankfurt 
airport in J an, 1987. 

His brother, Abbas, was 
ordered jailed for 13 years by a- 
Duesseldorf court in April 1988 
for plotting the kidnapping of 
two West Germans m Lebanon 
in an attempt to secure his broth- 
er's freedom. 

“The (West German) govern- 
ment recently practised the 
toughest kind of psychological 
torture and resorted to isolation 
and other moral pressures 
against our struggiers. This 
cumaxed in preventing them 
from observing their religious 
rit uals and worship duties,’ the 
statement said. 

“We will not and never stay 
idle or be mere spectators," it 
said. “We warn against such 
actions that will only bear costly 
consequences for its initiators. 

The imprisonment of the 
Hamadi brothers is believed con- 
nected to the abduction of two 
West German nationals in south 

Lebanon. . __ . 

Thomas Kemptner, 28, and 

Heinrich Strubig. 48, were tad- 
napped on May 16, 1989, a few 

tours before a Frankfurt court 
sentenced Mohammed All 
Hamadi to life in prison. 


Syrian President Halez Al Assad (left) talks with Egyptian counterpart show ot solidarity with him in his confrontation with the West over the 
Hosni Mubarak in Tobruk, Libya, on Saturday. The presidents attended chemical plant at Rabta. (Reuter wirephoto ) 

a meeting with Libyan leader Muammar Khaddafi which amounts to a 

Khaddafi renews call 
for Arab world unity 

Assad stresses on joint action: Mubarak praised 


CAIRO, March 25, (UP1): Libyan leader Moammar Khaddafi ren- 
ewed his call for Arab unity yesterday as leaders of Egypt. Syria and 
Sudan joined him in celebrations marking the 20th anniversary of the 
British military withdrawal from Libya. 

Cairo radio said President Hosni Mubarak of Egypt, President 
Hafez Al Assad of Syriaand President Omar Al Bashir of Sudan arrived 
at the Gamal Abdel Nasser air base in the Mediterranean town of 
Tobruk near the border with Egypt for the anniversary celebrations 
and meetings with Khaddafi. 

Egyptian and Syrian airforce planes joined Libyan aircraft in staging 
war games attended by the four Arab leaders. 

In a speech marking the anniversary of the British pullout, Khaddafi 

but these barriers cannot 
separate the Arab peoples from 
each other, as the Libyan and 
Egyptian peoples are one people 
and one family," Khaddafi said. 

Khaddafi praised Mubarak 
for refusing lo allow USboTrfbers 
to . use his tenritoiy to attack 
: Libya iu April 1986. en#®thdugh 
relations between •THjibU'-and 
Cairo at the time were at their 

WOCSL 

“We had no telephone or per- 
sonal contacts at that time, nor 
was there a fraternal and familiar 
air between us as there is now," 

Khaddafi said. The British 
Broadcasting Corp. monitored 
the broadcast.- 

“We were swearing al each 
other at that time. Oil the surface, 
it appeared that either side would 
aid an attack against the other. 

“However, the ixvth is that we 
arc brothers, a united nation, a 
united family, and the 
Americans cannot come between 
us," Khaddafi said. "If we 
quarrelled yesterday, we make it 
up today. AU differences are 
blown away in the wind. What 
remains is the Arab nation." 

Assad welcomed the conven- 
ing of an emergency Arab sum- 
mit and said joint Arab action 
must continue, but he gave no 
other details, according to Cairo 
radio. 

M ubarak emphasised the need 
of reviving Arab solidarity to 
face emerging economic, blocs 
particularly in Western Europe. 

“The Arab nation is des- 
perately in need of strong 
solidarity to be able to face the 
economic blocs in the world," 

Mubarak said. 

Khaddafi gave Egypt a 
squadron of 10 military training 
aircraft, Cairo radio reported. 

Sudan's Bashir, who seized 
power in Khartoum in a June 
1989 coup, has said his country 
planned integration with Libya. 

Sudan and Libya first announ- 
ced their goal of political, econ- 
omic and military integration 
earlier this month. Border res- 
trictions between the two nations 
have already been abolished. 

The United States cut off 
military and economic aid to 
Sudan March 9, citing a US rule 
which denies aid to governments 
taking power and failing to rein- 
state democratic freedoms 
within eight months. 


said Arab countries had to overcome the differences of the past and 
unite in the face of dangers threatening the whole Arab world. 

"The danger is greater than our personal positions, greater than 
regional borders, greater than our self interests," he said in a speech 
broadcast on Libyan television. "The danger threatens all the nation 
and the enemy does not distinguish between this Arab or that Arab." 

“We may have doubts about one another, but these doubts are the 
consequences of enemy conspiracies against us," he said. 

Khaddafi frequently calls for the union of Libya with neighbouring 
states, and renewing his Arab unity call, warned that enemies of the 
Arab world created their borders to keep them divided. 

“The existing borders in the Arab world are made by imperialism. 


Arabs closing ranks for unity 

Summit triumph for Mubarak 

CAIRO, March 25; (Reuter): Egyptian SjesKjeoti- .T: -j. ;**The danger (threatening the Arabs) is greater 
Hosni Mubarak's weekend summit meeting with ; tban our personal positions, greater than regional 


ing wu 

Syrian leader Hafez Al Assad in Libya marked a 
closing of Arab ranks prompted in part by radical 
changes sweeping the Soviet Union and Eastern 
Europe. 

Diplomatic and political analysts also viewed the 
Tobruksumrait sponsored by Libyan leader M uam- 
mar Khaddafi as capping years of sustained effort 
by M ubarak in mending fits country’s relations with 
the Arab world. 

Statements by Mubarak and Assad referred to the 
urgent need for Arab unity in the age of superpower 
detente and change in Europe. 

"Hie Arab nation badly needs strong solidarity 
and unity of thought to be able to face economic 
blocs," said Mubarak. 

Assad said: “Unless we move towards unity, the 
future of the Arab nation with all its countries will be 
in danger. 

"This does not mean that we are pessimistic. We 
should be optimistic and we should couple this 
optimism with action." 

Khaddafi cited the emigration of Soviet Jews to 
Israel as an example of superpower detente working 
against Arab interests. 


borders, greater than our self interests," he said. 

“The danger threatens all the (Arab) nation and 
the enemy does not distinguish between this Arab or 
that Arab,” Khaddafi added. 

Just back from a trip to the Middle East with 
former US President Jimmy Carter, Kenneth Stein, 
a director at the Carter Presidential Centre in 
Atlanta, said he was surprised at the depth of Arab 
resentment. 

Stein said officials in Jordan, Egypt and Syria 
“believe there is a conspiracy — that Moscow is 
providing the bodies (Jews) and Washington is 
providing the money — and that United States and 
Soviet Union are doing this intentionally to hurt the 
Arabs.” 

“This (summit) is something of a triumph for 
Mubarak," said a Cairo-based Western diplomat. 
“He has managed to mend fences with Libya and 
Syria without giving anything away." 

The only Arab country to have made peace with 
Israel, Egypt had long been at odds with the two 
states staunchly opposed to any form of com- 
promise with the Jewish state. 


Four kids 
injured in 
W. Bank 
violence 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM. 
March 25. (Agencies): Two Arab 
boys were shot and wounded in 
the occupied West Bank and two 
were hurt by an explosion, Pales- 
tinian sources said yesterday. 

Residents of Roujeeb village, 
near Nablus, said Jewish setters 
shot and wounded a six-year-old 
Palestinian boy in the head as he 
played in a field yesterday. 1 

They said Tareq Mustafa 
Halabi'was with his father, who 
w'as ploughing, when three 
Israelis shot at them from long 
range. The residents offered no 
explanation for the shooting. 

Arab hospital officials said the 
boy's condition was critical. 
Israeli military sources confir- 
med a boy was wounded. 

In the village of Tehoa near 
Bethlehem, two Palestinian boys 
aged 1 1 and 14 were wounded in 
Lhe face, hands and legs when an 
unidentified object exploded 
near them overnight, Palestinian 
hospital officials said. 

Lust year there were several 
incidents in which Palestinian 
children in the West Bank were 
killed or injured when they 
apparently came upon unex- 
ploded flares and other 
explosives. 

Soldiers shot and wounded a 
10-year-old boy in the leg in 
Bethlehem overnight when they 
clashed with si one- throwing 
demonstrators. Palestinian sour- 
ces said . The boy was a bystander 
during the clash, they said. 

At least 635 Palestinians have 
been killed by Israelis during the 
uprising against Israeli occupa- 
tion of the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip w hich erupted in December 
1987. Forty four Jews have also 
died. 

Elsewhere yesterday, a large 
army force backed by helicopters 
raided the village of Anabta in 
the West Bank and rounded up 
dozens of Palestinian activists 
suspected of violent activity, the 
army said. 

"The action is part of continu- 
ing efforts taken by the Israel 
forces to lower the level of 
violence and restore order in 
West Bank and the Gaza Strip," 
said an army spokesman. 

■ Israeli soldiers turned back a 
group of Jewish peace activists 
trying to enter a West Bank 
village yesterday to visit the 
family of an Arab farmer jailed 
over a land dispute with settlers. 

The group of more than 40 
activists, who traversed rough 
mountain terrain to avoid army 
roadblocks outside Beit Ijza, 17 
km (nine miles) northwest of 
occupied Jerusalem, also deman- 
ded an end to Israel's 23-year 
occupation of the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

Soldiers ordered the activists 
to lea ve the vicinity of the hilltop 
village and showed them a 
military order barring non- 
residents from being there. 

■ Israeli bulldozers have recen- 
tly uprooted a large number of 
olive trees in Beil Sera village, 
Ramallah, a report from the 
occupied areas, said today. 


Helping Jews exodus 

Soviets, Israel 
plan sea line 


NICOSIA. Cyprus, March 25, 
(Agencies): Soviet and Israeli 
officials have been visiting 
Cyprus and Greece to discuss sel- 
ling up a maritime line to bring 
Soviet Jews to Israel, the Lon- 
don-based Al Hayat newspaper 
has reported. 

The Arabic-language daily, in 
its Friday edition which reached 
Cyprus Saturday, quoted 
unnamed Informed Greek and 
Arab sources as saying the 
officials were discussing sailing 
Greek- and Cyprus- registered 
ships between the Black Sea port 
of Odessa and the Israeli port of 
Haifa. 

Officials in Cyprus and Greece 
could not be reached for com- 
ment yesterday, which was the 
first day of a holiday weekend in 
both countries on the occasion of 
Greek Independence Day. 

Hundreds of thousands of 
Soviet Jews are expected to 
emigrate to Israel in the next few 
years as the result of relaxed rules 
in the Soviet Union and tighter 
entry quotas in the United SLates. 

The exodus has sparked an 
uproar in the Arab world, which 
fears that many of the new- 
comers could settle in the Israeli- 
occupied territories especially 
the West Bank. 

The newspaper said the 
Soviets and Israelis hoped that a 
sea line could ease pressure on air 
flights, especially those of the 
overtaxed state-run Aeroflot. 

The Soviet airline does not run 
direct flights to Israel. Instead, 
migrants just change al one of 
several transit points, of which 


Vienna is the most used. 

The London-based. Leban- 
ese-owned al Hayat said the 
Soviet and Israeli officials were 
planning to use Soviet nationals 
to crew Greek-flagged liners sail- 
ing between the Soviet Union 
and Israel. 

In addition. Cyprus and the 
Soviet Uiyon have recently con- 
cluded two shipping agreements. 

Under the first agreement, 
Soviet seamen are allowed to 
crew Cypriot vessels. Under the 
second, the Soviet Union 
actually re-flagged more than a 
dozen vessels in Cyprus. 

Soviet officials at the lime said 
the action was taken for purely 
commercial reasons, including 
access to Western services and 
Western credit. 

Al Hayat said intelligence 
officials from both the Soviet 
Union and Israel made trips to 
the "area's ports" to inspect 
security arrangements. 

An Israel radio broadcast 
claimed last night that the Soviet 
Union has reiterated to a Jewish 
group in the United Slates that 
Moscow has holding firm to its 
policy of allowing Soviet Jews to 
leave the Soviet Llnion. 

■ The PLO’s Director of Infor- 
mation Jameel Helal has denied 
reports that the organisation 
handed Cairo a list of names of 
its prospective negotiator to the 
proposed Palestinian-Israeli 
dialogue in Cairo and said that 
reports in this regard are 
"untrue." 




Arafat to visit Lanka: Palestine Liberation Organisation's leader 
Yasser Arafat is expected to visit Sri Lanka for the first rime next month. 

Reports said the PLO leader had shown some reluctance to visit Sri Lanka 
beca use of the presence of Israeli interests section in Colombo. But now that the 
Sri Lankan government has derided to close the Israeli interests section the visit 
of Arafat seems certain. 

President Ranasinghe Premadasa last Tuesday ordered the Foreign Ministry 
to take neoessary action to ensure the closure of the Israeli interests section by 
the April 20. (Kuna) 

* * V 

Israel, Greece talks: A delegation comprising I5 Greek industrialists 
and businessmen arrived in Israel today to confer with Israeli officials on 
promoting economic co-operation between Israel and Greece, Radio Israel 
reported Sunday. 

The radio, monitored in Kuwait, quoted head oflsrael's diplomatic mission 
in Athens as saying trade relations between Israel and Greece had recently 
improved remarkably compared to Israelis trade relations with EEC. (Kuna) 

Afghan rebels torn selves in: Members of four armed opposition _ 
groups have switched to the side of the Afghan government. Afghanistan news 
agency Bakhtar announced on Sunday. 

The agency added that about 1 50 rebels turned in themselves to Afghani 
authorities in Qandahar, Samangan, Baghlan and Kunduz provinces and 
expressed readiness to participate m the national reconciliation process. 

Meanwhile, nine missiles exploded in Kabul on Saturday, killing one person 
and injuring another 14. They were fired by rebels from the areas of Paghman 
and Kube-Saii. (Kuna) 

• * * 

Alatas dears Stand: Indonesian Foreign Minister Ali Alatas on Sunday 
said Israel's building of settlements in occupied Arab territories was illegal and 
condemned the immigration of Soviet Jews to the Jewish state. 

Alatas spoke to reporters after a meeting with Butros Ghafi, minister of state 
for foreign affairs. 

“The Indonesian situation is very, clear. The Israeli settlements in the 
occupied territories are totally illegal and against international law. (AF) 

• * a 

Jordan warns against gatherings: The Jordanian Interior Minis- 
try warned on Saturday Jordania n s against congregating publicly without 
taking into consideration practiced laws organising public gathering. 

The warning was announced in a statement in light of increased un permitted 
public congregations. 

The ministry said that authorities will arrest violators of the laws of the 
country, calling for respecting the law when holding such gatherings or inviting 
people to attend them. (Kuna) 


Sudan to facilitate 
relief efforts soon 


KHARTOUM, Sudan. March 
25, (AP): The military govern- 
ment said yesterday that it had 
exerted all efforts with Western 
donors to facilitate the second 
phase of a relief ojperation to save 
500,000 southerners from war 
and starvation. 

A statement issued by the rul- 
ing 15-man military council said 
it would hold the rebel Sudan 
People's Liberation Army res- 
ponsible if it put obstacles in 
front of the relief operation 
which is supposed to start in early 
April. 

"The government, since its 
previous initiative for implemen- 
ting the first phase of the opera- 
tion. has been exerting strenuous 
efforts to facilitate the task of the 
United Nations and other volun- 
tary organisations,” the 
statement said. It was carried by' 
the official Sudan News Agency. 

The statement said it regretted 


a statement issued last week by 
the rebels, claiming the relief 
programme was biased in favour 
of the government. The SPLA 
clandestine radio broadcast also 
suggested, without saying so 
outright, that the rebels might 
block the programme unless the 
United Nations decides to send 
more food to rebel-held areas. 

The government, the United 
Nations and Western donors will 
hold a meeting in Khartoum 
tomorrow al ambassadorial level 
to discuss * implementing the 
second phase of Operation 
lifeline. Last year, the relief effort 
is cred i ted to saving thousands of 
lives which were threatened by a 
man-made famine. 

Under the auspices of Opera- 
tion Lifeline Sudan Two, the 
United Nations hopes to trans- 
port around 104,000 tonnes of 
relief supplies by helicopters, 
trains and barges. 


Stench of burning grain lingers in rebel-held Ethiopia port 


lSAWA, Ethiopia,March r 5,(Reut^A 
t stench of burning g™ androtting 
jse$ still lingers at St Giorgis Church m the 
jl-held port of MasawtL „ 

fiJSSUgrf Church three weeks after 
:ls captured thiscity on the sweltering Red 


swathed in white shawls quietly 

lmdrads of tanks have rumbled away 
MSLfi hiriiriinns of this ancient city 



acauseway. . . , , , . 

Townspeople who fled during the battle for 
Masawa. Eritrea's main port, in mid- 
February are returning as bombed shops 
reopen and children laugh and play po 
wrecked tanks is the narrow, winding streets. 

But across the bay, a massive stock pf food 
aid sent by foreign donors to relieve famine in 
northern Ethiopia still smokes and smoul- 
ders. 

“I heard the food was burning, that s why 1 
came here, to try to save some grain from the 
fire,” says Maybotot Omer, clad m a stained 
cloak and turban and shaking a sieve of 
charred wheat. . 

Behind him, a sweating roan digs into a 
mountain of charred burlap bags, each stam- 
ped “Gift of the European Economic Com- 


munity.' 

Residents say Soviet-built MiG jets of the 
Ethiopian Air Force bombed Masawa for 10 
days after the EPLF gained control on 
February 16. 

The grain had been brought in by relief 
agencies to Feed some of the 4.5 million vic- 
tims of drought and civil war in Ethiopia who 
face food shortages this year. 

In the port, local people point to a 100- 
metre (yard) line of rotting wheat on the sea 
front where government soldiers slacked 
sacks of grain like sand bags to make fortifica- 
tions. 

The UN World Food Programme says 
more than 50,000 tonnes of gram, enough to 
feed more than three minion people for a 
month, were stored in Masawa. 


Everybody's favourite Commercial \fehid^s 

are called ISUZU 
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The WFR is available 
as microbus or 
closed van 



The Isuzu van: 
single or 
double cabin 
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Illiteracy eradication primary task: Khubaizi 


%Md 

n j m. ’.%■ 


889 m illiterate around the globe 


THE head of research and studies section 
at the National Committee for Educauon, 
Culture and Science Adel khubaizi has 
said that the International Year for tne 
Eradication of Illiteracy focusses 
primarily on ending illiteracy by the end or 
this century. He added that Unesco 
approved several aims for the year calling 
the member states that suffer from 
illiteracy to apply efforts to put an end to 
this problem by educating people in the 
country side specially women and girls. 


of the main international problems of 
outrage. It is also connected with poverty 
and underdevelopment. Illiteracy cannot 
be fought without primary education to 
people JOiubam said . We believe that this 

problem needs ten years to be solved, he 

^Commenting on illiteracy around the 
world, Khubaizi said that figures recorded 

< .1 nlinnP i nP. 


million in 1975 to 2.314 million in 1985 
marking an increase of 35 per cent in ten 
years. 


Khubaizi added that according to Unes- 
co’s statistics there were 889 million 


COS Too c 

illiterate people around the world m uwa 
and all ofthem were over 15 years old. He 

. . . «, thMP Twinle 
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showed a marked improvement during the 
d education increased considera- 


The conference called for the promulga- 
tion of a plan to end illiteracy since it is one 


1960s and education uiltcuwi 

bly during the 1 970s and 1 980s in theThird 
World. He added that large numbers of 
-aHitiTQ roister at adult education schools. 


aDatuiui uiwui wwiwvtvi — . 

added that 36.3 per cent of these people 
were Asians (666 million illiterate) then 
followed by Africans who reached 16*. 
million. He added that 869 million of these 
illiterates were from the Third World (98 
oer cent of total illiterate in the world) 

.. . nn ml tvurp TROTS. 


tered in the industrial countries. He added 
that there are about 84 million young 
illiterates between 15 and 19 year old. 
About 100 million children between 6 and 
1 1 year old in the Third World were not 
registered in schools in 1985. 

Unesco will organise two comerences 
on illiteracy eradication during this year; 
one during this month and other next 

September during celebrations of the 

International Year of IUiterary Eradica- 
tion, Khubaizi said. The second con- 
ference will be an international I conference 
for education ministers around the wona. 
hesaid. 
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MY RELATIVE completed Ove years 
service with a transport company as an 
operator and heavy equipment driver. He 
left the company last year after tennmatwii 
of his services- The law ofKuwait says that if 
you have completed three years in ooecom- 

nany, they don’t have any reason to hold yon 

jfyou don’t want to work with them. Now, I 


coun^^m working days, and this means 

contact? Abo, he has a car whose registra- 
tion is running out. Ashe has no visa, cam * 
transfer the car to my name? I am holdmg 


annual leave, rtuy annum 

counted on working days, and this means 
that Fridays would be added to the num- 
ber of leave days. 


tisa No. 20. 


MsLeony. 


IF HE has worked for over five yea* and 
dSdtelSton look Tor has the acceptance of a new job, take the 


Ills release uvojn.v b . . 

another job. My cousin gave them two job 
accep tances but the manager refused to give 
the release. Finally, when he gave them the 
thud job acceptance, they cancelled his visa 

and gave him one month to find a job or leave 

the country. Please advise. . 

Nanssa 


ANY employee, in my opinion: would like 
to continue employment for a long time. 
The three years rule has been applied so 
that if there is a problem or a dispute, after 
completing the stipulated period, an 
employee can consider changing jobs. 
However, this doesn’t mean that a person 
must change the residence every three 
years. 

It is difficult for any company to bring a 
new employee each time an employee 
jumps ship. So. most companies refuse to 
give the release. Each company has to 
spend a lot of lime and money on training 
an employee. Most employers like their 
employees to work for them, and when 
any one accepts their employee, they don t 
feel too good seeing him leave his job. 
Companies want to hold on to employees 
for as long as they can. . 

If vou have completed three years, liy to 
get the release from the Ministry of Social 
Affairs, submitting papers of acceptance 
by the new employer. 


ir ru. him ■ . - , . 

has the acceptance of a new job, take tne 
papers of acceptance from the new job and 
file a case through the Ministry. oF Social 
Affairs to get a release. Hecan keep die car, 
after coming back on a fresh visa, or 
regularising his papers, he can inform the 
traffic department about his new address, 
submit a copy of the new residence and re- 
register the car. 


The law does not mention anything 
about how to calculate official holidays, l! 
the official holidaysfall in thenuddleofthe 
holiday, they come under vacation. 
Usually, an employee can start his annual 
leave after the last day of the official 
holidays. This way, he can go on leave 
when the holidays start. 


Step up 
awareness 


Gezairi 


ABU DHABL March 25, 
(Reuter): Arab countries must 
do more to educate people, 
especially the young, about the 

> i _ _ r — a « Wfttin 


risks of getting Aids, a Worid 
Organi 


Health Organisation (WHO) 
official said. 

“To avoid the spread of the 
disease, Arab states must give 
more attention to awareness 
campaigns and public debate 
about the disease,” Hussein 
Gezairi, WHO Mediterranean 
region director, said in an 
interview this week. 


Boost to economy 


WE hare been working under a contractor 
doing a mototorway project smeeOrtober, 


1987. When the project was completed, we 
due to “end of contract” by 


register the car. ^ We applied for transfer 

I CAME to Kuwait in 1976 on visa No. 20. 1 

traserred it to visa No. 18 in 1986. After of simflar nature but our application was 
three years, I joined another company. My 
residence expires in April 1990. After retnr- 

- C 1 1 MV nh I want to 


ninn from leave, I lost my job. I want to 
transfer mv residence permit to my present 
employer. I have not worked continuously 
for three years with the previous employer 
but I have Bred in Kuwait for more than 10 

years. Please advise? , 4I 

Rasool Ahmed. 
IF you have worked more than three years, 
get' the papers of the new sponsor who is 
accepting you to work there, and then get 
the transfer acceptance of both the old and 
the new sponsor. 


* * 


SINCE onr annual leave is calculated on 26 
days according to Kuwaiti Labour 
Law, are the private sector employees enti- 
tled to avail Fridays and other public 
holidays? Can we accumulate these days 
and add them to our annual leave? 

Victor and friends. 
THE annual leave of 14 or 21 days is 14 or 
21 working days and not calendar days. 


of • nature but our application was 

rejected on the ground tint that we have not 

completed three yean. The Labour Law, 
87/1989, Article 16, last paragraph says 
“Upoffi the expiry of the government con- 
tract, the employer may transfer such 
labourer to another employer of a similar 
project—” We do not find any reason for 
rejecting onr applications. We seek your 
advice. 

MLS-Hossain 

ACTUALLY, you have answered your 
question. As you say. Article 16 does men- 
tion that on expiry of a government 
employer, the employer can transfer such 
labourers to another project of a sundar 
nature; however, this must be done after 
completing threeyears with one employer. 

Thedecisf on to exempt a group of work- 
ers from the three-year rule depends on the 
discretion of the Minister of Social Affairs. 
I suggest you write to theminister, through 
your employer, asking him to exempt you 
and approve your transfer to the new 
employer. 


Asked during a visit to the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
whether this should include 
schools, he said: “Of couree, 
everybody should know there is a 
disease called Aids and how it is 
communicated.” 


Most Arab countries have 
been reluctant to openly discus 
or report cases of acquired 
i mmun e deficiency syndrome 
(Aids), which is transmitted 
through sexual inter cours e, 
especially between homosexuals, 
and via infected blood. 

Some Arab officials say them 
conservative societies and 
Islamic principles can protect 
them from Aids. 


By Hussein Safameh 

THE assistant undersecretary 
for Economic Affairs at JheMin- 
istry of Finance Mustafa Jasem 
A1 Shimali has stressed the 
importance of the Euro-Gulf 
dialogue to tackle topical ' Aksb 
economic and political 
problems. 


The fruits of. the proposed co-. 
operation would be avaflable to 
GCC citizens in the not too dis- 


_ umt 1 r. — - w • • 

stage would be of peajLln^r-.; * 
tanrg as it wotild witneSstireco-;: 

- i:; 


He told Seyassah that the 
latest Euro-Gulf meetings were 
conducted in ad optimistic and 
comfortable atmosphere at , all 
political, economic and organ- 
isational levels. Adding that the 
mam ijne of discussion revolved 
rounds ways of stepping up co- 
operation among the GCC and 
EEC members. 


free zone o«wi»h ,uic uev.«« v 
the EEC, the v 

He added thfl^thc-^X X^EE C^ ,-, 
co-operation wotild be\g^eauy,' ^ 
instrumental in 


general, -pointing ;d&_ 

Palestine arid • Lebanese 
problems would receive great 7- . 
emphasis as the area must see . ^ 

establishment of:durable peace 
in order to focus attention on ibe - 

development process. 


The reasons for the faflure of_. 
Arab economic organisations : 
include existing function^ ; 
dupUtations, thebffi^smdand 
added that the encouragement of 
intra-Arab trade, implepKnta- 
tion 6foMgatipnsunder«xistii«- . 
Arab .economic, agreements,., 
.protection oC. investment, aha,. ^ 

' other vital kenureedved priority, W-- 

■ of cB scussio n by the Arab Ecqn-j 

oxnic.Coundl . ‘ ^ : - 

■ i . The exiting .economic 8tu>.-y ( 

■ Wrm in ^ country is witnessing . 
-great- changes and that the 
current repairs in the banking 
yefjnr and related difficult loans 

■ 4 settientent programme would 
hopefully mark the end of the 
economic crisis Shimali said. 


“In our region, (reported) 
Aids cases now exceed 500,” said 
Gezairi. whose area covers the 
Arab world, I ran^ Pakistan, 
Cyprus, and Afg hani s t a n - 
“BuL.m§*«y Beta ; the 

virus butha^e not rjcraopdtt the 
disease. This means we certainly 
have thousands of cases,” he 

He said Arab states should co- 
ordinate anti-Aids campaigns 
and that rich Gulf states could 
help the poorer ones. 


Vertical 

housing 



advocated 


Young, quolified engineer, preferably dvii, with 
of least 2 years' Insurance claims experience, to 
Join a British co. of loss adjustefs/swveyori with a 

vast network of offices world-wide. 

Applicants mutsr have transferable residence, be fluent in 
English & Arabic and be willing to progress towards passing 
professional insurance exams. 

Salary & padrone eommeMuiate^ wiih experience. AH 
I wyiig rt ian i tMQadwMi eftpoit c onfi de ntiality . 
\Pto«wSctTony or Anam on 2414131/2442150. 


For professional high quality 
photography using the very latest 
equipment in our large, purpose 
built studio* 


For creative still life, brochures, 
promotional and industrial photography. 
Excellent slide copies from flat artwork, 

3 5mm to 5 x4 inch, black and white 
-printing and processing. 

For a complete professional photographic 
service, ring Mark, on 4813566 ext 235. 
And see how our images can help yours. 
The Image makers 


THE International Meteorology Organisation 
along with worid meteorology department and 
authority celebrated the International Meteorology 
Day. This year’s celebration marks the fortieth 
anniversary of implementing the special draft fortbe 
International Meteorology Organisation. The 
organisation includes 161 member world countries 
with Kuwait becoming member in 1962. 

Director of the meteorology department, 
Abdullah A* Asfour stated that the organisation has 
many goals to facilitate international co-operation 
in order to establish atmospheric and water based 
meteorology stations, encourage establishment ot 
meteorology centres and international communica- 
tions systems Tor rapid exchange of data. 

This year’s celebration will concentrate on tne 
role played by meteorology departments and cen- 
tres in reducing the number of natural disasters by 
accurate weather predictions and issuing prior war- 
nings. He added that the meteorological department 

has a fully qualified national staff including engin- 
eers, tediioans, meteorology specialists, and sup- 

^In^reSated development the director of 
meteorological department at the Civil Aviation 


Authority Abdulla A1 Asfour raid the department 
issues a meteorological bulletin every six horns 
about weather conditions expected in the next 24 
hours and sent to the different specialised auth- 
orities in the worid. 


U1U16WUHU. ... rr 

The department also provides television. Kuna 
and local newspapers with w^ther^reports m 


ana local newspaper — 

Kuwait and the temperatures in the different coun- 
tries of the worid. It also provides a number of local 
relevant authorities with bulletins of weather like 
the coastal station, coastal guards, Kuwait Army, 
MEW, Communications Ministry, Touristic Enter- 
prises Company, Kisr, Sea Oub and thc Public 
Authority for Agriculture the official said. 
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He added that the department seeks to enhance 
meteorological service by developing the commun- 
ications lines with Jeddah Centre and using com- 
puters in storing informations on weather maps. 
The department will also benefit from the super 
Computer that will be installed at the Regional 
Meteorological Centre in Jeddah and plans are 
afoot to establish a section for marine prediction 
and marine observatories beside training the staff of 
department. 


ADC honours 
Saqr in 
Washington 


Special KU programme 
for talented students 



WASHINGTON, March 25, 
(Kuna): Abdul Aziz A1 Saqr, 
resident of the Kuwait Cham- 
er of Commerce and Industry, 
..as given an appreciation award 
here today by tne American Arab 
Anti-Discrimination Committee 
(ADC) for his years of unflinch- 
ing support to the organisation 
and to Arab- Americans. 


The award was received by 
Abdul Aziz's son, Hamad Abdul 
Aziz AI Saqr — who flew here 
specially for the occasion — dur- 
ing a luncheon marking the tenth 
year anniversary convention of 
ADC, attended by hundreds of 
Arab- Americans, Arabs, and 
American officials and experts. 

In accepting the award on 
behalf of his father, Hamad Al 

Saqr read a message from Abdul 
ai Can, wliv'.h hailed the 


THE University ofKuwait has decided to adopt a new project aimed at 
introducing special programmes for talented and secondary stage 
students. The project aims at developing students talents and cultural 
capabilities and to direct them towards colleges and studies to match 
their abilities and interests. . __ _ . — . . 

The Training and Scientific Consultation Office at Kuwait Umyer- 
citu Wmvw rnlletm will suuervise the implementation of this project 


Will 9UjA*t vuu luv **#*■ —«■ *»— a r J” 

winch will start its first programme as of the summer of this academic 
year. The first programme win be organised as an experiment m 
mathematics to be followed by other sciences and specialities in the 
years to follow. 


Az£z Al Saqrwmch hailed the 
efforts of ADC over the last ten 


years and stressed the impor- 
tance of the role Arab- 
Americans and their .organisa- 
tions are playing in bridging me 

gap between the US and the Arab 

worid. 


A local daily stated that these programmes are basically introduced 
for Kuwaiti students, but 25 per cent of the total enrollment will be 
accorded to non-Kuwaities. The students will be distributed among 
groups supervised by a number of university professors. . 

University sources stated that these programmes which are being 
developed upon modem methods arc essentially aimed at providing 

students with special care and follow up. . __ 

Director of the Training and Scientific Consultations Office at the 
university. Dr Majed Al Naqeeb stated that these progran^ aum at 
discovering outstanding students in all fields. He said mat stMents 
scheduled to participate in the programmes will be nominated by the 
Ministry of Education this year. 


Sources at the Ministry of Education pomtod ^ th^ tha 3 ^ s 
programmes will include the participation of stilts from ihe^rd 
and fourth secondary stages only due to the small tune. Students will be 
offered special incentives and tools and will obtain graduation cer- 
tii-, course. 


for girls and boys and t«dung 
wiU^eronducted in Arabic wfththe possibility of opening a branch 
where English will be the medium of teaching. 


THE Minister of State for Mun- 
icipal .Affairs Mohammad Al 
Saved Abdul Mohsen Al Refai 
has said that the solution to the 
scarcity of land for construction 
of housing projects will be sur- 
mounted in the new towns , in 
Subiya and Zoor through the 
vertical construction approach. 

Speaking to a local daily, the 
minister highlighted the impor- 
tant role played by Kuwait Mun- 
icipality m solving this problem. 
He said that the housing problem 
essentially boiled down to the 
inability to provide bousinguiuts 
at an area of 400 square metres. 
He stressed the importance of 
resorting to the vertical building 
approach in a bid to meet the 
constantly increasing demand 
for goveramenthouses due to the 
rapid growth of population. 

Refai laid great stress on the 
need to develop a fully- 
integrated housing strategy 
based on accurate figures and 
statistics to meet the project 
demand for government housing 
in the future. He added that it is 
equally important to reduce the 
area allocated for each unit. 

Designs 

He commented that it would 
be recommendable and easily 
applicable to provide several 
designs for the housing units 
provided by the government 
whereby applicants would be - 
free to choose the design deemed 
appropriate for their living 

neois. . . 

The government is currently 
sponsoring studies aimed at 
reclaiming new housing lands 
that could meet the demand for 
project construction . T he 
National Housing Authority is 
currently preparing to con struc t 
18,000 housing units in different 
places in the country, the official . 
said. , 

Meanwhile, a well-informed 
source at the Higher Housing 
Council has said that the 
availability of land fit for con- 
struction ofhousing projects had 
been the number one item of dis- 
cussion by the council at its last 
session. . 

The source said that all service 
mini stries would undertake a 
wide-scale survey operation ini 
downtown Kuwait to locate the 
areas available for housing pur- 
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Parallel education course 


A graduation ceremony honouring parallel education graduates for.- 
the academic year 88/89 was held at the parallel education- 
headquaters in Sharq undertime patronage of the general director of 

the Public Authority for Applied Education arid Training. . 

The ceremony was attended by the authority deputy directory engin- 
eer Hmoud Al Modhaf, the u ndersecretary of the Ministry of Education, 
Abdul Rahman Al Khodari, the assistant undersecretary Tor private 
education Yaqoub AlSharrah and a number of officials. 

The ceremony included honouring 28 graduates. ‘ .. . - 


Contract to build 


new 



poses. 


The sources pointed but that 
the council woiud at its next ses- 


sion discuss the design of the 
government houses, adding that 
future housing projects were 
expected to be constructed in 


places such as the Murgab, 

Wi ' * - 


./atiyeh. East Maqwa and oth- 
ers in Shdadiya, Kheitan and 


others. 


THE Public Works Minister 
Abdul Rahman Al Houti signed 
recently a contract to build and 
piaintain the Fish, Meat and 
Vegetables Market in its old site 
at Kuwait City. The contract 
costs about KD4,300,000 and 
will be carried out by a local 
company. 

Houti stressed on the impor- 
tance of the market arid its loca- 
tion describing it as the main 
nerve of commerce and commen- 
ted that commercial activities in 
the nearby markets were frozen 
after closure of the old market of 
fish, meat and vegetables. He 
added that opening the market 
again after being re-built and 
maintained will return life to the 
commercial activities in that area 
and other close areas. The 
project is due to be completed in 
600 days. 


The project includes the r&r • 
establishment of markets of fish, 
meat and vegetables as they were 
in their old sites with new con- 
struction materials, new network ' 
or public utilities to prevent 
pollutioii and building a carpark 
for 300 cars to serve these mark- 
ets: The vegbtables market will 
consist of 132 stands and 55 
groceries for vegetables." The 
meat market will consist of :5I 
butcheries, 79 stores Of food- . 
stuffs and 79 other shops for gen- 
eral use. The fish market will, 
consist of 96 stands' with a special 
square for tile whol esaJe. Offices -w: 
for relevant ministries and auth- . 
orities lUre Mimidpality.Mihis- 
try of Commerce, Ministry of 
Interior, brokers, and cafes as 
well as a system to collect and - 
transport garbage will be buflt at ■ 
these markets. . • 


12 years forex-con 

THE Criminal Court sentenced an ex-con to 1 2 years of penal servitude 
to be followed by deportation. ,- "1- " 


1 ne court neara marine man entered the country iu^alTyand whena 
suspecting patrol officer asked to see his ED, the man produced a 
document that was later discovered as forged. . •_ 

When the ID-card produced by the suspect raised the suspicions. of 
the officer, he asked the accused to accompany him to the statmn, 


the officer, he asked the accused to accompany him to the station, 
However the man produced a gun from under his clothes pomted it al 
his arresting officer. . . 


A parked police patrol vemcie was waiting on the street and the man 
m a na g e d to get the officers to surrender their guns and forced them to 
drive out of the city in the directi on of the desert where he dropped ihero 
off at a cut-off place and drove away. .j. • 

The offers walked on to the Sulaiblya Station and managed, to ;■ 
inform on him m tune for another police patrol to pick him as h*L 
a— 1 to penetrate the border in ah attempt to flee the cohntry 
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Cabinet slams US stance on Jerusalem 


Ihifc. 


“!e£* 

■Sea* 

-3* 

;n>jU j 

--cx-r, 

\zi-bz 

J rc* 

iiciL. 


^v(Kuna): In a stron- 
gly-worded statement condemning the US 

Senate’s approval of a draft iS U on 
unified Jerusalem as 

pital of the Zionist entity, Kuwait today 
called on the United States loadhere to the 
r?if r ? at,0nal ^solutions which 

“JffivoS ! amKMli0n of 

The Council of Ministers has followed 
with great conam recent press reports 
indicating that the US Senate sanctioned a 
draft resolution that reco gnizes Jeru sal em 
as tapital of Israel, consiSfg £5£5 
blow to the peace efforts and a challenge to 
P the international will, in general, and the 
Arab and Islamic will in particular, said 
State Minister for Cabinet AfTairs Rashed 
Abdul A zi 2 AI Rashed. 

Rashed staled, following the regular 
weekly cabinet session which was presided 
“verby HH the Crown Prince and Premier 
Sheikh Saad Ai Abdullah Al Sabah, that 
Kuwait calls on the international com- 
munity to intensify efforts to prevent and 
act that might hurdle the Mideast peace 
process or increase the Palestinian peo- 
ple s agony. 

The council has followed with satisfac- 

Israeli 
’claim to 
Jerusalem 
denounced 

RIYADH, March 25, (Kuna): 

Gulf newspapers denounced in 
their ■ editorials today the 
American Congress resolution 
that advocated Israel's claim to 
Jerusalem as its undivided 
capital. 

The Saudi ‘AI Riyadh' news- 
paper wrote under the title 
“Jerusalem between Israeli 
ilackmail and the American 
fficial stance,” that the 
occupied holy city is hot a casual 
case to be decided upon by a 
couple of people or groups that 
thinkthey have the full say on the 
issue. 

The Saudi daily added that 
Jerusalem is not only a political 
matter but a religious one as well 
because of its spiritual stature for 
three heavenly religions. 

it charged that the United 
States is willing to back down on 
its principles in order to secure its 
interests by handing over the rul- 
ing authority to Israel. 

; Sensitive • 

Concluding the paper asked' 
the United States to study the 
sensitive issue with a sensible 
approach and not an emotional 
one for finding a solution that 
serves the interest ofboth parties. 

* Meanwhile, a Qatari daily also 
commented on the American 
stance, saying the Congress 
resolution was designed to put 
extra pressure on the Arabs. 

‘AlSharq’ paper noted that the 
Israelis were never prevented 
from visiting their holy shrines 
when Jerusalem was divided, 
pointing out that the accusations 
were not defended through the 
Arab media. 
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Blow to Mideast peace efforts 


tion the recent agreement between Oman 
and Saudi Arabia concerning demarcation 
of their frontiers and praised such a move 
which will have a positive impact on the 
peoples of the two countries as well as the 
GCC slates' co-operation march. Rashed 
added. 

League 

He said Deputy Premier and Foreign 
Minister Sheikh Sabah AI Ahmed presen- 
ted to the council a report on the outcome 
of the Arab League’s 93rd session held 
recently in Tunis which tackled pressing 
Arab issues, topped by the Soviet Jews 
migration to occupied Palestine, situation 
in Lebanon, progress of peace negotia- 
tions between Iraq and Iran in addition to 
the issue of moving the League's 
headquarters to Cairo. 

Sheikh Sabah also submitted another 
report on the outcome of the first EEC- 
GCC foreign ministers joint meeting held 
lately in Muscat, Oman with the aim of 
boosting and promoting bilateral co- 
operation between the two sides. 

The council, Rashed said, praised 
results of the meeting and hoped it would 
lead to establishinga genuine co-operation 
between countries of the two groupings 


based on the mutual interests and equal 
footing. 

The council was informed by Sheikh 
Sabah on the outcome of his recent visit to 
Namibia during which he participated in 
its independence celebrations and con- 
ferred with its newly President Sam 
Nujoma on means for fostering and 
enhancing bilateral ties, Rashed went on. 

Oil talks \ 

For his part, 03 Minister Sheikh Ali Al 
Khalifa briefed the cabinet on his recent 
visit to H ung ary and his talks with senior 
officials their lopped by President Matyas 
Szuros which centred on developing 
bilateral oil and investment co-operation 
in light of current positive political and 
economic changes sweeping that Eastern 
European country. 

Sheikh Ali also spoke of the outcome of 
his recent visit to Bahrain in addition to 
results of Opec’s oil price and production 
monitoring committee which was held 
recently in Vienna! 

Rashed indicated that Social Affairs 
and Labour Minister Sheikh Nasser 
Mohammed, Al Ahmed informed the 
council on the outcome of recent yisits to 
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Ramadan 
meat price 
fixed at 
*750 fils 

TH E chairman of the board and 
managing director of the Live- 
stock Trading and Transport 
Company has said that the com- 
pany imported large orders or 
live sheep and cows of different 
species. 

He told Seyassah that the com- 
pany had provided all its local 
butcheries with a type of themosl 
commonly selling mutton (Tali), 

and that 1.4 million livestock 
heads were imported into the 
country in March. He stressed 
that selling prices would undergo 
no changes during the holy 
month of Ramadan and will 
never exceed KD0.7S0 for each 

kilo. • 

He said that the company 
would provide home-delivery 
'9k services to consumers in different 

placesin thecountry. adding that 

more new live sheep selling cen- 
tres had been established in Al 
Rai area. 

He "pointed out that tne 
vacillation of prices of live sheep 
was the result of varying pur- 
chase, transport and penning 
coasts. 



Computer course 


The director general of the General Administration of Civil Defence Coi Khaied Rashed Al Ou'od patronised 
thegraduation ceremony for a computer and information training course. The course was hefd by GACD in 
co-operation with the Computer Centre of the Interior Ministry. Col Al Qu'od distributed graduation 

certificates at the end of the ceremony. 



diseases in cattle 


the country by Tunisian State Minister for 
Social Affairs Dr Nabiha Kadana and 
Egyptian Immigration and Egyptians 
abroad Minister Dr Fuad Eskasder. 

Commerce and Industry Minister 
Faisal Al Khaied summed up the cabinet 
on outcomes of the first session of the 
Kuwaili-Egyplian joint trade committee, 
which wound up deliberations recently in 
Cairo. 

Khaied said the committee discussed 
ways of expanding bilateral commercial 
co-operation through ratifying an 
agreement to encourage such a goal, 
Khaied furthermore informed the council 
on his talks with Polish Foreign Economic 
Minister Marctn Swiecicki who visited 
here lately. 

Rashed said that Higher Education 
Minister Dr Ali Al Sharalan briefed the 
Cabinet on his visit to England lately and 
nature of talks he conducted there as well 
as his meeting with Kuwaiti students 
studying in British colleges. 

Concluding. Rashed said the council 
discussed outcome of a meeting for the 
higher housing council and approved its 
decisions in addition to reviewing several 
other local issues. 


Funds being 
raised for 
children in 
Palestine 

By Lima Ai KhaJafawl 

Arab Times staff 
CONCENTRATION on 
providing early care for children 
in the occupied lands is the main 
issue for strengthening a sense of 
belonging to the lands, according 
to the President of the Palestin- 
ian Women Association (PWA) 
— Kuwait. Siham Dabagh. 

Dabagh said during a press 
conference yesterday at PWA 
premises that contribution cam- 
paigns are intended to support 
the programme of Early Child- 
hood Cane in the occupied lands. 

She added that such program- 
mes have established three cen- 
tres in Gaza Strip, Jerusalem and 
Acre. The fourth centre will soon 
be opened in Nasra. 

Dabagh said that the main 
objective of the programmes are 
to provide national education, 
train teachers to upgrade the 
social level of mothers, cover 
budget deficits at kindergartens 
and increase the im porta nce of 
self reliance. # ... rtit 

She said that the proposed, 
budget for such programmes -is 
about 5910,000 and added that 
the Women's Committee is 
working to provide the amount 
through the contributions of 
firms and individuals in Kuwait. 


SULAJBIYA cattle farms will be subjected to a 
comprehensive survey intended to eradicate dis- 
eases among cows suffering from tuberculosis, 
brucellosis and pallor which have resulted in KDI0 
million losses incurred by owners reliable sources 
said and added that the government will compensate 
owners to offset such losses. 

To highlight this issue and methods to counter 
these diseases in the future, a local daily interviewed 
a number of ranch owners and officials from 
Kuwait's Public Authority for Agriculture Affaire 
and Fish Resources. 

Speaking on the issue, Abdul Wahhab AJ Hun- 
ayan. deputy chairman of dairy producers union . 
called for banning the import of cows from countries 
prone t6 these epidemics. The survey, he said will 
cover all the 34 ranches in the Sulaibiya area which 
house about 15,000 head of Australian. Indian, 
German and Dutch cows. AU infected cows will be 
slaughtered and the carcasses destroyed. It is 
estimated that about 35 to 40 per cent of cows will 
face the axe. 

Compensation 

Commenting on the level of compensation to be 
provided by the government, the official said that 
the amount of KD200 per cow is totally insufficient 
as each cow costs KD88 1 . It will not be financially 
viable to bear such losses, he added. Moreover, to 
compound the dilemma of ranchers, they will incur 
further losses resulting from the short supply of 
dairy m3k which w31 continue for ten months, 
presently ranches produce about 112.000 litres 
daily. Presuming that 50 per cent of cows will be 
slaughtered, it mil mean production of only 56,000 
litres of milk daily. The official called on the govern- 
ment to review the amount of compensation as the 
allocated amounts at present represent only about 
25 per cent of losses. 

Meanwhile, the official attributed the diseases 
among other things to the ranch areas, clarifying 
that these areas had remained unchanged for the 
past twenty years, although the number of cows had 
increased about three fold. He said that there are 
some ranches with 5,000 square metres until 200 
heads, others of 30.000 square metres with 400-500 
heads, followed by 120,000 square metres with 
about 600 heads and one with 1 50,000 square metres 
which is the largest ranch m Kuwait. 

He said that ranchers had called on authorities 
several times to provide them With increased areas of 
land as in congested areas the diseases among cows 
spreads rapidly. Adequate areas will permit isolat- 
ing these sick cows. He added that there is a lot of 


land available in Sulaibiya and there is no need to 
shift the ranches to another place and suggested 
providing larger areas to owners of small ranches. 

Spread 

Further, be said that the diseases could be 
attributed to the import of buffaloes from plagued 
countries and commented that importers strive only 
to make quick profits. He pointed out that these 
imported buffaloes were penned in farms adjacent 
to the union's ranches. He pointed out that the 
union had informed the authorities that local ran- 
ches could provide 75 per cent of the country's beef. 
However, tne Ministry of Commerce and Industry 
had replied that the local market is a liberal one and 
will remain open to all. 

He said that the lack of experts in diagnosing cow 
diseases bad also played a significant role in the 
spread of the disease and called on officials to extend 
the necessary co-operation to ranch owners in this 
respect. He also called for the provision of a modern 
laboratory along with specialists. He cited as an 
example, his own ranch where two years ago preg- 
nancy rates were 75 per cent, but present it stands at 
50 per cent only. 

Sterility among cows adds to the burdens of 
ranchers, Hunyan said. 

Meanwhile, the Deputy Director General of the 
Livestock Affairs at Kuwait's Public Authority for 
Agriculture Affairs and Fish Resources. Dr Sultan 
Ahmed Sultan was quoted as saying that the expan- 
sion of the ranches was not apriority. He commen- 
ted that focus should centre on application of the 
technical specification and health conditions by 
ranchers in view of the free services rendered to 
ranch owners. 

He said that the authority will discuss with ran- 
chers the format for destroying infected cows and 
the banning of the imports of cows from countries 
known to suffer from epidemics. 

Sultan confirmed the authority's keeness to 
extend every co-operation to distribute ranches and 
will not hesitate to bring livestock experts into the 
country when the need arises. Countries known to 
have epidemics in cattle have been placed on a ban, 
the official said and imports presently are only from 
Europe. 

The official confirmed that the authority is in 
close contact with the office in Paris which provides 
necessary data about die cow diseases at any place in 
the world. Further, the authority since its establish- 
ment co-operates with UN Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO) and had invited several visiting 
experts from different countries. 


Fahd visits 
shield forces 

HAFR AL-BAT1N. March 25, 
(Kuna): King Fahd Bin Abdul 
Aziz of Saudi Arabia has stressed 
that the Gulf Co-operation 
Council states “are not against 
any country.” 

Speaking during a visit to the 
Peninsula Shield Force 
headquarters. King Fahd 
expressed his pleasure for the 
presence of the force on Saudi 
soiJ. 

The peninsula shield force is 
for the defence of the GCC stales 
and their religious belief, said 
King Fahd. 

In addition to Kuwait, the 
Gulf co-operation Council 
includes Saudi Arabia, Oman, 
Bahrain. Qatar, and the United 
Arab Emirates. 


Shahbazi 
returns home 

TEHRAN, March 25, (Kuna): 
Iranian chairman of the joint 
chief of staff Ali Shahbazi retur- 
ned here at dawn today ending a 
one week visit to Pakistan. Radio 
Tehran said. 

During the visit he met with 
ranking Pakistani officials 
including President Ghulam 
Ishaq ue Khan. Premier Benazir 
Bhutto, defence minister, and 
chief of staff, and discussed 
bilateral co-operation. 

He told the radio that his talks 
with Pakistani officials were 
fruitful and very important. He 
did not elaborate. 

The Pakistani Prime Minister 
has described Pakistan i-Iranian 
relations as excellent, and expres- 
sed hope to boost them in the 
furore. 

The radio said that Shahbazi 
has inspected a number of 
military installations during his 
stay in Pakistan. 
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Communications Ministry endeavours to develop trade 


THE assistant undersecretary 

for the Genera! Administration 

, of Transport Affairs at the Min- 
istry of Communications Sager 

' Al Sudan hassaid that tiie minis- 
try continues endeavours 

* develop trading perfonnamce 

and support tradingaclivitia. 

He said that the miwW 

would onceina while reshuffle 
organisational structure in an 
attraipUo meet-thenewdevefo^ 
: ments and requirements, adding 

that the administration had oi 

• late restructured its existing 


organisational set-up accordin- 
gly, whereby procedures had 
been further simplified and tran- 
sactions processed quicker . 

He pointed out that all depart- 
ments of the administration had 
been relocated in one building 
within the framework of the 
recent plan to ensure quicker 
processing of transactions, 
improve performance and save 
time. 

He added that the administra- 
tion had opened new offices to 
facilitate, the registration 


procedures for small hunting and 
sailing vessels, stressing that 
these offices were set up in areas 
close to vital sea points. 

He said that the ministry had 
prepared a field study of the sites 
deemed dangerous for naviga- 
tion and that 26 new such sites 
had been defined, but signs and 
markers need to be set up to 
indicate the danger involved in 
sailing or navigating in these 
areas. 

He said that the administra- 


tion had also started to consider 
the regulation of overland trans- 
port licences to be commensurate 
with work volume and market 
needs, adding that another study 
had been recommended to 
reclassify local transport com- 
panies in terms of their fleets, 
expertise, technical capabilities 
and percentage of their Kuwait 
ownership. 

He said that under the forth- 
coming five-year plan, the 
administration would undertake 


a survey of northern areas in 
territorial water, to study the 
sediments, purify and remove 
existing obstacles in the sea and 
improve the facilities of the old 
Faitaka port and dredge iL 

He said that the administra- 
tion was the agency responsible 
for monitoring Kuwaiti coasts 
against major pollutants 
from passing ships, and oil tank- 
ers, adding that investigations 
into such incidents were carried 
out by staff officers. 



Envoys present credentials 


The credentials of the ambassadors of the United Kingdom and Ireland were presented yesterday to HH the 
Amir at a ceremony held al Bayan Pa face. 

The ceremony was attended by Deputy Premier and Foreign Minister. Minister ol Amiri Diwan Affairs. 
Undersecretary at the Amiri Diwan and head ol the Amiri Guards. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Amiri cables 

KUWAIT. March 25. (Kuna): HH the Amir today sent a cable of 
congratulations to the President of Greece on the occasion of his 
country's national day. 

HH the Crown Prince and Premier Sheikh Saad Al Abdullah Al 
Salem Al Sabah also sent a cable of congratulations to the Greek 
President Xenophon Zolotas on the occasion of his country's national 
day. 

Antiquities exhibition 

KUWAIT. March 25. (Kuna): Dar Al Athar Al Islamiyya (The Islamic 
Antiquities House) will display here a rare collection of Islamic art 
objects from the Hermitage Museum of Leningrad in the Soviet Union. 

The one-month exhibition will be open for the public as of next May 
1 , and arrangement for it has been the fruit of intensive efforts by the 
director of the house Sheikha Hissa Sabah Ai Salem. 

The Hermitage is known to have the most important collection of 
Islamic an in the Soviet U nion and the exhibition of its holdings outside j 
the Soviet Union will be for the first time in its history. 

The exhibition will give the chance for the public to see 1 20 pieces of 
old Islamic art. 

At the same lime an exhibition of art from Daghestan will also be on 
show at Dar Al Athar Al Islamiyyah. 

On the other hand, a collection of objects of Islamic an from Dar Al 
Athar Al Islamiyya will be on display al the Hermitage next July. 

Traffic council meets 

KUWAIT, March 25, (Kuna): Interior Minister Sheikh Salem AI 
Sabah yesterday chaired the first meeting for the Higher Council for 
Traffic. 

Sheikh Salem delivered a speech in which he welcomed the new and 
old members. 

. The conferees further, tackled all aspects of the traffic problem and 
exchanged view&on-this- respect. 

Culture co-operation 

KUWAIT, March 25. (Kuna): Assistant Rector of Kuwait University 
for Community and Information Services Dr Rasha Al Sabah yester- 
day received Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev’s advisor and mem- 
ber of the Central Committee of the Soviet Communist Party Georgy 
Arbatov and the accompanying delegations. 

During the meeting, the two sides discussed ways of boosting 
scientific and cultural co-operation between Kuwait University and 
America and Canada Institute, an affiliate to the Soviet Academy of 
Sciences. 

The Soviet official is also chairman of the foreign affairs committee 
at the parliament and director of the institute. 

Arbatov is accompanied by chairman of the Middle East department 
in the institute Dr Andray Shomminji and Dr Adel Masaud of Kuwait 
Embassy to the Soviet Union. 

GCC Information meeting 

RIYADH, March 25, (Kuna): Information officers at youth and sports 
bodies in the Gulf Co-operation Council (GCC) states yesterday began 
their first meeting at the secretariat headquarters. 

A statement by the secretariat general said that the two-day meeting 
will discuss several important issues presented by some member states 
and the secretariat general on informational coverage and documenta- 
tion of the joint youth and sports activities among the GCC. 

The meeting will also discuss exchanging visits between the concer- 
ned employees. 

The GCC is made up of U AE, Oman, Bahrain, Qatar, Saudi Arabia 
and Kuwait. 

Digital seminar 

KUWAIT, March 25, (Kuna): Communications Minister Abdullah Al 
Sharhan yesterday said that the ministry is to adopt the advanced 
Integrated Services Digital Network. 

Sharhan. addressing a seminar on the integrated services digital 
network held at Kuwait International Hotel, said the ministry is 
preparing a feasibility study in co-operation with Kuwait Institute for 
Scientific Research and other local and international institutions in this 
effect. 

Such an advanced system will provide vital services for industrial, 
economic, cultural and financial sectors which can link printed, visual 
and audio data in one digital network of high frequency. 

Representatives of major telecommunications firms and the inter- 
national telecommunications union will lecture in this two-day 
seminar. 

Earthquake hits Iranian town 

NICOSIA, March 25. (Reuter): An Iranian desert town where 25,000 
people were killed by earthquakes nearly 1 2 years ago, was rocked 
today by a tremor measuring 5.4 on the Richter scale, Tehran radio 
reported. 

The radio, received in Cyprus, said there were reports yet of damage 
from the pre-dawn quake near Tabas which was followed by an 
aftershock with a strength of 3.9 on the open-ended Richter scale. 

A series of more powerful earthquakes devastated Tabas a town of 
mud houses in the desert 540 km (340 miles) southeast of Tehran, in 
September 1978. 

KIMS courses end 

KUWAIT. March 25, (Kuna): Planning Minister and Acting Health 
Minister Dr Abdul Rahman A! Awadi has stressed that physicians who 
increase their scientific know-how must be promoted accordingly. 

Speaking exclusively to Kuna, Awadi said that the health ministry is 
keen to boost the capabilities of physicians, in order tocatch up with the 
latest information in the world of medicine. 

In a statement last night at the graduation ceremony of physicians 
who joined courses sponsored by the Kuwait Institute for Medical 
Specialisations, the minister said that the ambitious cadres which work 
for upgrading health services in the country should be granted certain 
incentives. 

He noted that ihe institute hold courses in a number of medical 
specialisations on a regular basis to make it easier for health ministry 
physicians to join. 

Awadi said that such courses expand the perception of physicians 
according to local conditions. 

Pak meeting cancelled 

DR JAVED IQBAL'S meeting with the Pakistani community, 
scheduled for today (Monday) has been cancelled, according to a press 
release of the Association of Pakistani Professionals and Businessmen. 

The meeting was cancelled because the embassy is closed for shifting 
to the new premises, the press release said. Dr Iqbal will leave Kuwait 
for home tonight. 


Forgers 
get one 
year in 
prison 

THE Criminal Court sentenced 
two men to one year imprison- 
ment each with hard labour for 
carrying out a forgery on a work 
permit. 

The court acquitted a third 
man after finding the evidence 
not enough for his involvement 
in the forgery. The complainant 
told the court tha l one day one of 
the two defendants visited him at 
the work site. There, the defen- 
dant claimed he could make 
work permits against only 
KD200. The complainant gave 
thedefendant KDlOOas advance 
and asked him to make three 
work permits for his relatives. 

One month later, the second 
defendant came to him and gave 
him photocopies of 3 work per- 
mits sent to him by the first 
defendant. When the complain- 
ant asked him about the origin- 
als. he told him he would get 
them only after paying the 
remaining KD600. 

He did but was not given the 
original work permits. The com- 
plinant went to the labour depar- 
tment in order to confirm that the 
work permits he got were gen- 
uine where he was told that they 
were fake. The court was told 
that the defendants got the work 
permit of one man, took several 
photocopies of it and installed 
the names of the complainant's 
relatives on them. 

■ THE Criminal Court senten- 
ced a man called Abdul Rahman 
to 7 years with hard labour and 
ordered his deportation later for 
attempting to murder another 
man, Taha. The court was told 
that the defendant had planned 
to kill the complainant and 
prepared the necessary weapon, 
(a knife) for that purpose. 

Then he went to the place of 
work of the complainant at a co- 
operative society and asked him 
to go with him for a small discus- 
sion. When they were together, 
the defendant look out the knife 
and stabbed the complainant in 
the belly aiming at killing him. 
He tried to stab him again, but 
Taha ran away and screamed for 
help. In the court, the defendant 
admitted attempting to murder 
Taha but said that it was in self- 
defence and because of a quarrel 
between them. 

Iran, NZ 
sign memo 

TEHRAN, March 25, (Kuna): 
Iran and New Zealand signed a 
memo of understanding to 
promote co-operation in the 
economic and technical fields, it 
was announced here today. 

Radio Tehran, monitored by 
Kuna, said the memo was signed 
by Iranian Agriculture Minister 
Issa Kalaniary. currently leading 
a delegation to New Zealand, 
and New Zealand externa! rela- 
tions and Trade Minister Mike 
Moore. 

The memo, the radio added, 
calls for expanding relations in 
commercial exchanges, tech- 
nology, implementation of joint 
ventures while focusing on 
agricultural projects such as 
forestry and pastures. 

Khalifa meets Wafy 

MANAMA, March 25, (Kuna): 
Amir of Bahrain Sheikh Issa Bin 
Salman Al Khalifa met here 
today with the regional represen- 
tative of the UN developing 
programme Waly Shah. 




Style is simplicity 


Havel woos 


world heads 


LONDON, (AP): He mumbles, pulls at his tie, looks uncomfortable 
when mobbed by celebrities and knows little about protocol. This, plus 
a simple moral message, is what endears Vaclav Havel to a world weary 
of made-to-measure politicians. 


When he made his first presidential journey abroad, to East Ger- 
many, aides to the Czechoslovak president bad to scramble to get him 
his passport. It had been confiscated by the ousted communist bosses. 


Now, three months after his fairy-tale ascent from prisoner to 
president, Havel has visited 10 countries. This week it was France and 
Britain. As usual, he was watched with adoration. 


Havel is using his position as a platform to expound a political 
philosophy developed over 20 years of writing. 

His voice is gravelly from years of chain-smoking and he sometimes 
mumbles or bumps into the microphone. But his words are clear, simple 
and direct. 


“Totalitarianism deforms the human soul. People in Czechoslovakia 
are constantly asking me about ways to implement the new freedom. 
And I tell them, implement it in any way you wish." 


He is one of a kind, an artist-statesman and the darling of the 
intelligentsia: Kurt Vonnegut, Zubin Mehta, Paul Simon, Edward 
Albee in New Y ork; in Paris, an all-star cast led by actor Alain Delon; 
Tom Stoppard. Harold Pinter and Jeremy Irons among the guests at a 
reception given by the Royal Shakespeare Company in London. 


“In the United Slates we encountered almost embarrassing adula- 
tion," said Havel’s spokesman Michael Zantovsky. “ They treated him 


as if he u ere some kind of modern prophet, and he is not particularly 
case.- :c* become one." 

i 


Instead he is modest, shy, prone to blush. He deflects attention with 
humour and irony. He stands behind tables and against walls, away 
f rom the centre of the room. At one point he even managed somehow to 
hunch his short frame under a 
loudspeaker. 

Except for the suit and tie, 
there is little to distinguish Havel 
the harassed dissident from 
Havel the state president. 

Reception 

“The reception he gets is some- 
thing we have been absolutely 
unprepared for." Zantovsky 
said. “It really is too much of a 
good thing." 

At the London reception 
Thursday night, in bis own 
milieu of theatre and art Havel 
looked relaxed. 

With a cut-crystal glass of 
white wine and a cigarette in one 
hand, gesticulating with the 
other, he chatted with men in 
ponytails and earrings and 
women in men's suits. 

Havel clearly enjoys the drama 
of his situation and the 
theatricality of the presidency. 

The new uniforms he picked to 
replace the drab khaki of com- 
munism on the palace honour 


guard, for example, were created 
by the costume designer for 


by the costume designer for 
Milos Forman's film, ... ,, 

“ Amadeus." Vac[av H?,va! 

Bui Haversperformance abroad is unrehearsed and in provisation is 
nol without pitfalls. 

Conference 

At his Paris news conference he kept tugging . at his tie as if it were a 
noose around a neck more accustomed to open-necked shirts. 

A British TV commentary described him as “refreshingly naive." 
.After shaking hands with Prince Philip on the stately steps of Buckin- 
gham Palace, he wiped his sweaty palm on his pants, apparently 
unaware that the nation would see it on TV. 


But if there were rough edges, they were always softened by Havel’s 
polished and thoughtful words. Like all the speeches he has given over 
the last three months, they were a logical extension of the limpid essays 
he has written for 20 years. 


Introducing him to an audience of intellectuals on Wednesday, 
political commentator Timothy Garton-Ash called him “an excep- 
tional example of what I might call moral leadership through lan- 
guage.” 


SYDNEY, (Reuter): Australian Prime Minister 
Bob Hawke appeared on Sunday to havejperfonned 
a Houdini-style escape from defeat to chnc b power 
after one of the closest elections in the country’s 
history. 

Early on Sunday morning both Hawke and 
opposition leader Andrew Peacock said they 
beueved they would be in a position to form a 
government after six hours of vote-counting on 
Saturday had failed to anoint a new leader. 

But after a few hours sleep Peacock agreed with 
Hawke that Labour, bidding for its fourth succes- 
sive tens, was favourite to continue its seven-year 
hold on power in the 148-seat House of Represen- 
tatives (Lower House). 

“I believe Labour will win government,” Hawke, • 
who will stay on as caretaker prime minister, said 
after counting in the cliff-hanger poll stopped on 
Sunday morning with six seats delicately balanced. 

“Regrettably it's a very uncertain situation," 
Peacock said. “There are three possibilities — a 
hung Parliament, a labour government or a coali- 
tion government And it's probably in that order, 
frankly.” 

Labour believes it now definitely holds 71 seats 
but concedes both Labour and the Liberal-National 
Party coalition could end up with 73 seats, with the 
balance of power held by two independents. 

Counting will resume on Monday but the defin- 
itive result may not be known until Thursday after 
postal voes and preferences, a lmch-pin of the com- 
plicated voting system, are sorted out. 

Labour held a 22-seat majority before the elec- 
tion. In 1961 the Liberal-National Party coalition 
led by Robert Menzies won a two-seat maorify over 
Labour and survived two years before calling 




another election winch it won fay a wide margin. 
Ted Mack has definitely won the seat of noi 


Ted Mack has definitely won the seat of north 
Sydney from the Liberal sitting member John Spen- 
der to become the first independent to win a tower 
House seat for 24 years. 

Helen Caldicott, a former Labour candidate stan- 
ding on an anti-nuclear platform, looks likely to 
cause one of the biggest shocks of the campaign by 
unseating Chalres Blunt, the National Parly leader, 
m the New South Wales country seat of Richmond. 

“If this balance of power situation occurs I cer- 
tainly won't be wasting it and 1 will be trying to 
obtain what I consider fairly major benefits for the 
country," Mack said. 

Blunt's likely demise highlights the collapse in the 


support for the Nationals, a country-based party 
which Liberal supporters believe has. for the second 


which Liberal supporters believe has, for the second 
poll running, scuppered the opposition’s chances of 
winning power. 

The National Party, once synonymous with 
maverick former Queensland premier Sir Job 
Bjelke-Peterson, has been discredited in that state by 
disclosures of widespread corruption. 

Public rejection of the nationals spilled over into 
New South Wales which allowed labour io balance, 
to some extent, huge losses in Victoria caused by 
allegations of financial mismanagement by that 
state's labour government. 

Defeat for the Liberals will almost definitely spell 




Hawke hugs his wife Hazel after predictions he wifi \ftre (Reuter wirephoto) - 


Emotions remain strong 


the end of Peacock’s career as many analysts believe 
Labour's standing among the 10.6 million voters 


Labour's standing among the 10.6 million voters 
has never been lower because of high interest rates 
following an 18-month credit squeeze and state 
government problems in Victoria and Western Aus- 
tralia. 

Peacock, leader in the coalition's losing 1984 
campaign, rarely troubled the government and 
voters remained unconvinced about his chances of 
making a good prime minister. 

Environment Minister Graham Richardson 
called Labour's apparent success “a Houdim-hke 
escape.’’ 

Many analysts say Hawke's hold over the elec- 
torate waned considerably during the campaign and 
believe, even if successful, the 60-year-old prime 
minister will make way for treasurer Paul Keating 
early in the three-year term of the incoming 
parliament. 

But Hawke, who said during the campaign he 
intended to lead Labour into his fifth election, said 
on Sunday he would stay in charge. 


He told reporters: “I must say I have a great sense 
of wonder about the way you people are trying to 


stitch legs on to a corpse that won’t bear those legs. 1 
repeat Til be staying for three years.” 


SYDNEY, f Reuter): Bob Hawke, a 
slim, silver-haired 60-year-old not 
afraid to show his emotions, remains 
Australia's favourite national 
politician. 

Hawke has steadily stepped back 
from day-to-day domestic ^policy- 
making during his third lack jeok-'* 
ceniraring on internutiOTak affairs ' 
and trips the length and breadth of 
the country listening to the concerns 
of die Labour faithful. 

Hawke now wears sleek suits ins- 
tead of the open-necked shirts 
favoured when be was the country's 
most powerful trade unionist. 

Mellowed 

The son of a church' minister, 
Hawke has mellowed in his seven 
years in office but strong emotions, 
which used to find tbeir outlet in 
strong language and heavy drinking, 
remain near the surface. 

Hawke wept during a remem- 
brance service for those who died in 
the military' crackdown on pro- 
democracy protests in Bdjing'sTian- 
anmen Square last year. 

Last September he was forced to 
apologise to a pensioner after losing 
his temper and calling the elderly 
man “a silly old bugger." 

In March 1989 he admitted, with 
tears in his eyes, what Australians' 


had suspected for many years; he had 
cheated on his wife Hazel in his youn- 
. gerdays. 

“She understood that it l infidelity) 
was part of a pretty volatile, 
-exuberant character, .md she knew 
my love for her had never changed,!, 
£Sawke told a television interviewer 
**- ' Born' ’ *•* 

Robert James Lee Hawke was 
bom on Dec 9, 1929. in the South 
Australian village of BonJertown 
where his father was a con- 
gregational church minister. 

An o u tst andi ng student, he woo a 
scholarship to the University of Wes- 
tern Australia, gaining a law degree 
with honours and a bachelor of am 
degree specialising in economics. 

In 1952, he won a Rhodes scholar- 
ship to Oxford University, where he 
spent three years studying Aus- 
unEa's labour arbitration System- 

While at Oxford be m on a blue at 
cricket and a place in the Guinness 
Book ofWorid Records for drinking 
rwo-and-a-faalf pmsfnearfy 1.5 litres) 
of beer in 12 seconds . 

Returning from Oxford, he 
married Hazel Masteison, an organ- 
ist at tus father’s church, in 1956. 
They have a son and two daughters. 

Hawke spent six months as a • 
trainee oil executive, did odd jobs as a 


gardener, a builder's labourer and 
was an attention on a merry-go- 
round. - • 

- Joined y 
He joined the Australian Council 
ofTrade Unions (AcxukanumbreUar 
te a resear- . 

Hisgrasp o F ecowroticmS^feba ting' 
flair made him a formidable oppoo- ' 
enl for employers. “ 

Although rising to head foe Actu 
with the support of leftwing onions. 
Hawke remained' independent and 
free io manoeuvre. 

Almost single-handed Hawke 
carried foe union movement with 
him in an often unpopular campaign 
which ended Australia's sporting 
contacts with South Africa. • 

Actu president from 1970,.Hawfce 
wot a seal in Parliament in 1980. He 
set about changing his image ns' a 
touch, ouapqken union bos and 
gave up drinking alcohol. 

When liberal prime minister Mal- 
colm Fraser called an election in 
.March 1983, Hawke ousted Bfll 
Hayden as leader' of the Labour 
Party and led it to victory. 

He said in his late 50s that he felt 
ftrterand fitter as be got older, saying 
“I might be able to sell the secret and 
give the funds to the party.” 



BELTING, (AP): Glasnostand 

have cast their spell on the ^ 

world, feutat China s annual Peo^ s Cwigress- 

the magic word is “wending T ---y 
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gress, the Communist-Party dominated 

Parliament. 
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Premier Li Peng set the tone in i he .keynote 

at home, preservation of the country sstahffity 
is a matter of paramount importance. 

Congress ••'v,’.' 

Every citizen, he told the 2,700 
“should cberisb the hard-wonpoliticai ^bffity- 
and unity as he would treasure his own life, 

- Sonp Pine, a Politburo standing committee 


owns on the corrupt ai^criHunal, and 
skmof^bourunze^ab^rpdi^ of 
austerity measures .that: have led io plant 
closures and rising raempfoyraeuL ; 
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the results achieved 
decade,’' trade ; union otfraaL and' Shang 
deputy WuHirifiing told Xinhua.. / • ■■ .; 

- The official press has made certain 
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From a moral base built onyears of Fighting tyranny, Havel preaches 
political morality at a time when old political blocs and policies are 
crumbling. His watchwords are “living in truth,” preserving the 
sanctity of words, revering freedom. 


LONDON, (Reuter): Archbishop of Canterbury 
Robert Runae came to office in 1980 as a deter- 
mined conciliator, only to face more criticism than 
any of his modem predecessors. 

Runcie, who announced his resignation on Sun- 
day on the tenth anniversary of & appointment, 
was spiritual leader of the Church of England and of 
the world's 70 miUion Anglicans in a decade of bitter 
debate over die church's role in modem life. 


the Congress: “We Tibetans who have suffered 
enough from the turmoil of- the Cultural 
Revolution and riots in recentyears understand 
the importance of political - and social 
stability.”-- -• v- ; - : v -i 

Wu Yuqian,a dt^atyi^resentingthepyK>- 
ple’s Liberation Army, uoted:“Last year , some 
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thinkmg and they mocked those, who talked 
Marxism and Leninism! Now jQuztes >fcave 
changed, people behevein MariosmandLehin-r 
ism again.” 

That’s the message Premicj Li h aini pered- 
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H e insists he will serve as president only until Czechoslovakia has free 
elections, and these are scheduled for June. But already his impact looks 
permanent. 


An ardent proponent of Christian unity, he 
outraged vocal elements within his church who 
oppose closer ties with Roman Catholicism and 


His words, said Ash, have become “letters to the world.” Or, as the 
Times of London put it, “Havel is an idea whose man has come!” 



TODAY IN HISTORY 


1495 — Holy Roman Emperor Maximilian appeals to German 
princes at Diet of Worms to check progress of French in Italy 
1793 — Holy Roman Empire declares war on France; French 
royalists revolt in La Vendee. 

1820 — Individual liberties are curtailed in France. 

1854 — Charles III, Duke of Parma, is murdered. 

1895 — Japan occupies Pescadores Islands in Formosa Strait 
1913 — More than 1,400 people perish in floods in US states of 
Ohio. Indiana and Texas. 

1926 — Romania and Poland form an alliance. 

1931 — Treaty of friendship is signed between Iraq and 
Transjordan. 

1953 — US Dr Jonas E. Salk announced new vaccine to 
wnmimiTe against polio. 

1970 — Foreign ministers of Islamic countries decide at Jordan 
meeting to establish permanent secretariat. 

1971 — Pakistan is reported on verge of civil war as president 
Yahya Khan outlaws rebellious Awami League. 

1975 — South Vietnamese government announces arrest of 
several people for plotting to overthrow president Nguyen van 
Thieu. ... 

1986 — Libyan radio calls for Arab suiade squads to strike US 
embassies and other interests “wherever they may be.” 

1988 — Iran and Iraq battle for mastery over Kurdistan 
mountains, just east offraqi oilfields. . 

1989 — Muslim rebels bombard Jalalabad in Afghanistan with 
rockets and artillery shells. 


The archbishop has tendered his resignation to 
Queen Elizabeth, titular head of the Church of 
England, and said be planned to step down in 
January next year. Runcie was obliged by church 
law to retire by his 70th birthday in October next 


Critics accused Runcieoffailing to provide strong 
leadership for the world’s Anglicans, which look to 
the Church of England for spiritual guidance. 

Runcie, a mildly-spoken man in the Anglican 
tradition of compromise, once answered the char- 
ges: “It would be comparatively easy to be a more 
authoritative leader. But it's much more difficult to 
be a leader in the way of Jesus.” 

Church reunification was at the top of Runrie's 
agenda during meetings with Pope John Paul U in 
September 1989. His advocacy of some kind of 
papal primacy in a joint church won little Vatican 
response but a caused a storm of protest at home. 

Traditionalists decry reunification as a betrayal 
of the reformation. Liberals dislike it as it nins 
agains t their aims on issues like women’s ordina- 
tion, divorce and birth control. 

Runrie’s attacks on the materialism of Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher’s government marked 
a growing estrangement between her party and his 

church. . 

Conservatives denounced his failure to sound a 
triumphal note at a service after the 1982 Falkland^ 
war, and dismissed a 1985 church report on urban 
problems as “Marxist theology-'' , 


In January this year Ruade said the gap between 

rich and poor had widened to cr eate a Dickensian 



rich and poor naa wtaenca io aauc a 

“Tale of Two Cities” — one prospering, the other 

neglected — * in Britain's urban areas. 
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President’s message 

Securing a better future 




Planning 


ON the auspicious occasion of 
me 19th anniversary of our 
independence and National 
Day, I extend to all my coun- 
trymen at home and abroad ray 
heaniest greetings and warm 
felicitations. 

On this day we pay homage to 
the valiant martyrs of our 
glorious war of indepdence who 
laid down their precious lives for 
the cause of our national libera- 
tion. We also reaffirm our 
solemn pledge to realise their 
vision of a strong and prosperous 
Bangladesh. 

The celebration of this ausp- 
icious day manifests our. unrela- 
ted resolve to consolidate our 
hard-earned political indepen- 
dence with greater economic 
prosperity and public well-being. 
Our fundamental objective 
remains the establishment of an 
exploitation-free, prosperous, 
just and democratic society. 

We have already made sig- 
nificant progress during the last 
eight years towards these ends. 
Democracy has been firmly 
established even at the grass-root 
level with the creation ofZilaand 
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Foreign Minister AnisuJ Islam 


ON this joyous occasion of the 19th 
anniversary of our Independence 
and National Day. I extend to all 
Bangladeshis in Kuwait my heartiest 
. greetings and felicitations. On this 
% great occasion, 1 join them all to pray 
to Almighty Allah for the salvation 
of the souls of those immortal mar- 
tyrs who laid down their lives for 
sovereign and independent Ban- 
gladesh. 

Those great martyrs of our war of 
independence dreamt of a happy and 
prosperous Bangladesh wherein an 
exploitation-free democratic society 
would flourish. Under the dynamic 
and enlightened leadership of 
President Hussain Muhammad 
Ershad. all efforts arc being made to 
realise the dream of our martyrs. 

The innumerable development 
and. people-oriented measures that 
have been taken by the government 
have been transforming the life of our 
people into a life of usefulness and 
purpose. Measures like distribution 
of lands among the landless, establi- 
shment of a Deot Settlement Board, 
and cluster villages, introduction of 


THE popular belief that the poor 
people, are not bankable, that 
theycannotfind a way to earn a 
living outside agriculture, that 
they cannot save, that they run 
. out of ideas, that the niral power 
structure will ensure that the 
bank fails and that women in 
particular will not be able to 
borrow and that the banking 
without collaterals is not possi- 
ble have all proved to be mere 
myths — asserts Dr Muhammad 
Yunus, the founder of Grameen 
Bank (GB) and currently us 
manag ing director. He main- 
tains that ihe Grameen Bank s 
continued success, in spite _or 

apprehensions, have exploded 

many myths about the poor. 

The origin of Grameen Bank 
can be traced back about 1 3 years 
from now when Dr Yunus, 
professor of economics, Chit- 
tagong University launched an 
action research programme to 
examine the possibilities and 
design a comprehensive banking 

framework to bring the rural 
poor within a viable banlangnet- 
work. He was convinced that me 
traditional banks were struc- 
tured in such a way that they 
would never help the poor who 
constitute the largest segment oi 
the society and the ones who are 
desperately in need of credit, rte 
identified the following: 

• the conventional banks basic 
designs was wrong- In order i 
borrow money from a bank, on 

has to have collateral; 

• most ofthe extremely poor in 

Bangladesh do not have posse*" 
sion or land that they can use 

collateral for borrowing; . 

• most Bandladeshi banks dis- 
criminated against women. Any 


Upazila Parishads. Despite 
severe constraints and the disas- 
trous impact of recurring natural 
disasters, significant advances 
have been made in all sectors of 
our national economy. Self-suf- 
ficiency in food is no longer a 
bare dream. The current growth 
trend indicates that we may 
achieve this target by 1 992. 

Significant advances have 
been achieved in the industrial 
sector as well following the 
introduction of a new Industrial 
Policy and the establishment of a 
Board of Investment, geared to 
attract foreign investment. Con- 
trol on the public sector has been 
relaxed and the private sector 
given adequate encouragement 
to play a grea ter role in the ind us- 
trialisation of the country. 

The process of poverty allevia- 
tion has been reinforced with 
such pragmatic measures as the 
establishment of clnster villages 
for the landless, the creation of a 
Debt Settlement Board and the 
introduction of further incen- 
tives Lo small and marginal far- 
mers. 

Meanwhile, the international 
community has reinforced our 


ON the occasion of the nin- 
eteenth anniversary of the 
independence of Bangladesh, I 
extend my heartiest congratula- 
tions and greetings to all fellow 
.Bangladeshis both at home and 
abroad. 

.On this great day. we recall 
with deep gratitude the gallant 
sons of our soil and the valiant 
freedom fighters who laid down 
their lives for the independence 
of our country. We pray to 
Almighty Allah for the salvation 
of their souls and for their 
heavenly peace. 

During the past nineteen 
years, Bangladesh has come a 
long way. Today, the count'. 


massive national efforts to 
revitalise our economy and to 
institute short-term flood 
prevention measures by adopt- 
ing a co-ordinated Internationa! 
Plan of Action for flood-control 
and disaster-management in our 
country. 

We are going to launch the 
Fourth Five-Year Plan in July 
this year, as part of a 20-Year 
Perspective Plan aimed at mak- 
ing a break-through to self-sus- 
tained development. It concen- 
trates on the three critical aspects 
of development — poverty 
alleviation, increased self- 
reliance and gradual 
employment generation. A 
major thrust of the Plan is to 
draw into the mainstream of 
development the poorest groups 
of the society who are currently 
either outside or on the peri- 
pheries of the development 
process. 

Internationally, Bangladesh 
now enjoys a position of greater 
prestige and respect in the comity 
of nations. Our active contribu- 
tion and consistent efforts to 
promote peace, stability, justice 
and development at home and 


abroad through friendly co- 
operation and constructive 
dialogue with all nations are 
widely appreciated. In our own 
region, we have striven to further 
the objectives of the South Asian 
Association for Regional Co- 
operation, Saarc, as an essential 
harmonising force not only to 
improve living standards of all 
peoples but to lessen tension and 
remove all irritants in bilateral 
relations. Our citizen abroad 
remain our goodwill ambas- 
sadors at large lo brighten the 
image of our country with a 
patriotic zeal and vital contribu- 
tions to socio-economic develop- 
ment. 

I have firm faith that our uns- 
wavering perseverance in the 
pursuit of our national goals will, 
Inshallah, enable us to build a 
strong, self-reliant and prosp- 
erous Bangladesh and secure a 
better future for us all. 

I wish each of my dear coun- 
trymen greater happiness and 
prosperity in the days ahead. 

Khoda Hafez. 

Hussain Muhammad Ershad 
Bangladesh President 
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New strategy for 
overall growth 


By Dr Sheikh Maqsood Ali 
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President Hus jam Muhammad Ershad 


Fulfilling a pledge 


enjoys unprecedented peace and 
stability. Our position in the 
comity of nations is one of res- 
pect and admiration. The success 
of the forward looking policies of 
the government has found man- 
ifestation in the rapid develop- 
ment of our economy and the 
prestigious image that our coun- 
try enjoys abroad. 

We must be relentless in our 
quest to build up a happy and 
prosperous Bangladesh. The 
nation will fail lo accord true 


recognition to the supreme 
sacrifices of the Shaheeds if we 
fail to fulfil their dreams. 

Since independence, we were 
confronted with many formida- 
bleichallenges. Perhaps the most 
severe was the disastrous floods 
in 1988 which claimed so many 
valuable lives and caused devas- 
tation to property. During those 
days of national calamity, the 
spontaneous solidarity of the 
people of Bangladesh was similar 
to what we had seen in 197 i . The 


rural rationing, generation of 
employment by setting up of small 
ana cottage industries throughout 
the country, have directly con- 
tributed to the process of poverty 
alleviation. The decentralisation of 
administration and judiciary has not 
only provided an opportunity for 
local participation in administration 
and decision-making but also reac- 
tivated the economic life of the peo- 
ple. Continuity of democratic 
process through popular elections, 
family planningand population con- 
trol measures, mass literacy 
programme, establishment of Path- 
akali Trust for the welfare of des- 
titute and under-privileged children, 
introduction of compulsory primary 
education for children, are but pled- 
ges for an unproved quality oflifefor 
our people. 

Despite frequent natural disasters 
and resultant financial constraints, 
remarkable progress has been made 
in every sector of our economy. Last 
year we had a bumper harvest, as 
there was no flood. A succession of 
good harvests, supplemented by 


infrastructural improvements tn the 
agricultural sector, is expected to 
help Bangladesh realise her dream of 
food-autarky in near future. The 
international community has res- 
ponded most favourably to Hon*ble 
President's call for flood control in 
Bangladesh. A co-ordinated Inter- 
national Plan of Action for flood- 
control and disaster-management in 
our country has been adopted and an 
initial amount of $150 million has 
been pledged for establishment of 
some projects. 

The present government under the 
leadership of President Hussain 
Muhammad Ershad is taking ail 
steps to create a most favourable 
investment climate in the country. 
Over the last few years several mills 
and factories have been denational- 
ised. This has also encouraged esta bl- 
ishment of new private sector indus- 
tries in Lhe country. The formation of 
new industrial policy and the establi- 
shment of a Board of Investment 
have facilitated secure and lucrative 
foreign investments on easy and 
attractive terms. 






K.M. Shehabuddin 

The government has also been suc- 
cessful in promoting export of 
traditional and non-traditional 
goods. The international market for 
Bangladesh's jute and jute-products, 
leather and leather products, gar- 
ments, tea, fish, vegetables, han- 
dicrafts are expanding because of 
their quality and competitive prices. 

(Continued on Page 14) 


Grameen Bank 


Banking on the poor 


women wanting a loan had to get 
her husband to co-sign iU 

The banking system required 
literacy: “When you apply for a 
Joan, they make you fill out an 
application" Dr Yunus said. 
“Could you imagine a grocer ora 
butcher requiring his customers 
to take a literacy test before he 
did business with them? Well, 
this is the situation we have with 
the banks. They have created the 
myth that you need reading and 

writing to borrow money.” 

Thus Dr Yunus reasoned lhai 
if financial resources can be 
made available to the poor land- 
less people at terms and condi- 
tions wnich are appropriate and 
reasonable "these million of 
small people with their million of 
small pursuits can add up to 
create the biggest development 
wonder.” 

The action research project, 
which he called the “Grameen 
Bank Project” (grameen means 
rural) came into being with the 
following objectives in mind; to 
extend linking facilities to the 
poor men and women, to elimin- 
ate the exploitation of money 
lenders, to create opportunities 
for self-employment for the vast 
unutilised and under-utilised 
manpower resources, to bring 
the disadvantaged people within 
the fold of some organisational 
format which they can under- 
stand and operate and can find 
socio-political and economic 
strength in mutual support, to 
reverse the age-old vicious circle 


of “low income, low savings, low 
investments" into an expanding 
system of “low income, credit, 
investment, more income, more 
credit, more investment, more 
income." 

Strength 

The project demonstrated its 
strength in the village jobra (a 
village adjacent to the Chit- 
tagong University — the initial 
site of the action research 
project) and some of the neigh- 
bouring villages during 1976-79. 
From there, with the sponsor- 
ship of Bangladesh Bank (central 
bank ofthe country) and support 
of ail nationalised commercial 
banks and the Bangladesh Krishi 
(Agricultural) Bank (BKB) it 
was extended to Tangail (a dis- 
trict near Dhaka) in 1979. 

With ihe success inTangaif the 
project was extended to several 
other districts viz. Chittagong, 
Dhaka, Rangpur and Patuak- 
hali. 

In October 1983, the Grameen 
Bank Project was transformed 
into an independent bank by a 
government ordinance with the 
name “Grameen Bank.” The 
government provides 25 per cent 
of the paid up share capital of the 
bank while 75 per cent is held by 
the borrowers ofthe bank, 
i uss 

Loanees are landless nu*n 
women who must form them- 
selves into groups of five in order 
lo receive loans for which no 
collateral is required. The group 
members should be like minded 


and have similar economic and 
social background. Any person 
whose family owns less Lhan 0.5 
acre of cultivable land and ihe 
value of all family assets together 
does not exceed the market val ue 
of one acre of medium quality 
land in the area, is eligible to take 
loans from the bank for any 
income generating activity. 

Before loans are given to the 
eligible borrowers they have to 
undergo an intensive training of 
one to two weeks and pass a test 
philosophy of Grameen Bank 
and its rules and procedures. 

Branches 

Grameen Bank has nine zonal 
offices. Between the zonal office 
and the branch there is the area 
office. An area office looks after 
10 lo 15 branches. 

By the end of November 1989, 
the Grameen Bank had 638 bran- 
ches serving 648,267 borrowers 
of whom 89 per cent were 
women. It had disbursed, by 
November 1989 about taka 
5,154.28 million (SI 56. 19 
million). Its recovery rate is close 
to 98 per cent. Group members 
saved more that taka 427.30 
million (SI 2.95 million) up lo 
November 1989. Grameen Bank 
operation has reached 14,737 
villages in 39 districts, it hopes to 
set up a total of 1 000 branches by 
the end ofl 992. 

Grameen Bank members have 
taken loans for more than 500 
different types of activities. 
Average loan size is about Laka 
2,000 ($60) only. 


entire nation unitedly faced the 
crisis with the patience, courage 
and fortitude. The whole world 
stood in admiration at this rare 
instance of national solidarity 
which could only be demon- 
strated by the patriotic people of 
a courageous and freedom loving 
nation. 

The dynamic leadership of 
President Hussain Muhammad 
Ershad has given the nation the 
right sense of direction to surge 
forward. The entire efforts of the 


government and people are 
dedicated to national develop- 
ment. National efforts have been 
encouraged by the generous ass- 
istance received from friendly 
countries. The international 
community has responded most 
favourably to President ErshacTs 
commitment to implement long 
term measures for flood control. 
The investment climate in the 
country today is more congenial 
and favourable than ever before. 
We have created ideal conditions 
for joint ventures both in 'the 
public and private sectors. 
Education for all is a priority 
agenda for the government and 

(Continued on Page 12) 


(The writer is a member of the 
Planning Commission of the 
Government of Bangladesh.) 

DEVELOPMENT practition- 
ers, economists and social scient- 
ists in Bangladesh are giving final 
touches to the Fourth Five-Year 
Plan. For almost two years 
officials in the Planning Com- 
mission have been working on 
the plan which will be formally 
launched on July 1 and its period 
ofimplementation will extend to 
mid 1995. 

The Fourth Five-Year Plan is 
part of the 20-year perspective 
plan which is to take the country 
beyond the twenty-first century. 
The plan which comes in the last 
decade of the outgoing century 
prepares the country for the new 
era. It. therefore, plays a crucial 
role in development strategy. 

There has been a change in 
planning strategy in the new 
development plan. Instead of 
basing the strategy on the growth 
of different sectors of the econ- 
omy, progress will be measured 
on the economic and social 
development of the various 
social and income groups in the 
country. The population of Ban- 
gladesh, now almost 1 10 million, 
have been stratified into ten 
groups. They range from land- 
less agricultural labour and small 
farmers owning less than 1.5 
acres ,to urban formal group 
owning households and engaged 
in the non-agricultural sector. 
The goal for such a change in 
strategy is to directly involve the 
different economic groups in the 
country in the development 
process. 

The landless and the small far- 
mers in the niral areas and the 


urban poor coiu>ltlute about 50 
per cent of the population. 

There is need for special 
projects to help these groups Lo 
overcome their poverty and 
achieve self-reliance. It has been 
found that the poor can move 
towards self-reliance. It has been 
found that the poor can move 
towards self-reliance if they are 
organised under specially 
supervised credit schemes. They 
have been seen lo increase their 
savings and investments through 
the use of resources with 
prudence. But they require an 
institutional support with the 
help of which credit can be 
provided and supervised. 

The group based planning 
gives the possibilities of organis- 
ing such a structure for helping 
the disadvantaged people. Par- 
ticipatory planning at the micro- 
level provided by the decentral- 
ised administration through 460 
“upazilas" (sub-districts) helps 
in the framing of a development 
strategy based on population 
groups. 

In the decentralised system 
local people are able to identify 
their own development problems 
and fix their priorities. They 
develop their own projects based 
on their needs. It is obvious that 
those projects will put accent on 
fisheries, poultry, livestock and 


forestry development. To aid this 
bottom up planning process. 
“Kirshi Patshalas” or farmers' 


schools, health clinics and bank- 
ing facilities for the landless are 
being set up. 

The “upazilas" are divided 
into different unions and those 
smallest rural local organisa- 
tions are also engaged in their 
own planning. 



Our felicitations on the independence 
and National Day of 

Bangladesh 
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Land reforms 


Changing quality of life 


THE Government or Ban- 
gladesh has instituted a number 
of substantive and fundamental 
reforms in various spheres of the 
national economy in a bid to 
change the quality of life of the 
people. 

Like many developing coun- 
tries. the problem and history of 
land reforms in Bangladesh is an 
old one — spread over centuries. 
Feudalism in its worst form took 
its deepest roots under the British 
colonial rule in this part of the 
sub-continent. Land laws in Ban- 
gladesh closely followed the 
political developments in this 
pan of the sub-continent now 
included in Bajigfc*desh. With the 
lapse oftheBritish rule in India in 
1947. two independent states — 
India and. Pakistan — came into 
being. Subsequently, the eastern 
pan of Paldstan emerged as the 
People's Republic of Bangladesh 
on December 16, 1971 in the 
wake of a nine month long war of 
independence. 

Land has been the most impor- 
tant resource historically for the 
agrarian economy of Ban- 
gladesh. The government real- 
ised and appreciated the vital sig- 
nificance ofland reforms in effec- 
tively utilising this great 
resource. Accordingly, in recent 
times epoch-making land- 
reforms laws, measures and 
activities have been put into 
operation. The nature of these 
steps need to be understood to 
appreciate the role of land 
reforms in development of the 
agriculture and economy of Ban- 
gladesh. 

Problems 

The country comprises flat, 
ferti le alluvial soil of the Ganges- 
Brahmaputra della which has 
been able to sustain a large and 
fast increasing population in a 
small area. It is a country with 
one of the highest density in 
population in the world — 1 10 
million in an area of 144.000 
square kilometres giving a 
population of 710 per square 
kilometre. 

The presence of population 
growth (the rate being 2.20 per 
annum) is alarming which the 
Government of President Hus- 
sain Muhammad Ershad is try- 
ing its best to check. The country 
is basically rural and agricul- 
tural. The rural population cons- 


ists of 85 per cent of the total 
population {as per estimates of 
1981). About 80 per cent of the 
people depend on agriculture for 
their livelihood! 

Ttae total farm area comprises 
about 62 per cent of the total 
geographical area; forests 
account for 1 5 per cent. Peren- 
nial water 1 1 percent and urban 
area only one per cent. The 
physical landscape is character- 
ised by small, fragmented arable 
fields. 

There are over 10.04 million 
farm holdings with 59.85 million 


fragments. The pattern of land 
owership is highly skewed. Only 


owership is highly skewed. Only 
5 per cent of the families (having 
land above 7.5 acres) own 26 per 
cent of the land and 70 per cent 
families (having land above 2.5 
acres) own 29 per cent of the 
land. 

Statistics show that 54 percent 
of die nei cropped area (22.5 
million acres) is single-cropped 
and area under double and triple 
crops account for38 percent and 
8 per cent, respectively. Irriga- 
tion facilities covets only one- 
fifth of the net cropped area. The 
mode of cultivation is traditional 
and the per area yields are low 
(rice — 0.703 metric tons per 
acre). As a result the country is 
facing a more or less static food 
deficit ranging between 1.5 and 
two million metric tons annually. 

Employment opportunities 
have not expanded significantly 
outside the agricultural sector. 
So the growing population con- 
tinues to be tied to the land in the 
absentee of adequate access to 
non-agricultural employment 
opportunities in the urban areas, 
in industries, commerce or rural 
growth centres. About 57 per 
cent of the rural families are func- 
tionally landless and their num- 
bers are increasing. As a result, 
poverty and unemployment 
situation is aggravating in a man- 
ner adverse to the rural poor and 
their access to the land. 

A complex web of economic, 
social and cultural factors con- 
tribute towards and accentuate 
the problems of landlessness. 
The reasons for accentuating the 
landlessness are population 
growth, damage through flood. . 
cyclone, drought or pests, loss of 
livestock, famine, epidemic, 
litigation and the like. 


The government is determined 
to carry out its policy of modern- 
isation of land management to 
make it rational, effective and 
efficient. As a part of structural 
reforms, the Ministry of Land 
has taken up the amendment and 
modifications of existing laws 
and rules. The updating of 
various instructions, orders and 
manuals (like Land Man- 
agement Manual, Land Acquisi- 
tion Manual, Survey and Set- 
tlement Manual) relating to land 
affairs have also been taken up. 

“New laws where necessary 
are being introduced, so that the 
entire force of laws, rules and 
manuals are directed towards 
helping speedy implementation 
ofland reforms for development, 
the committed goal of the gover- 
nment,” says a document of the 
Ministry of Land. 

Meantime, the campaign and 
the programmes for land reforms 
have started yielding results. The 
programmes for land distribu- 
tion and establishment of clus- 
tered villages have met with 
tremendous initial success and 
have raised the hopes of the 
poorest and helpless about chan- 
ging their quality of life in 
foreseeable future. 

President Ershad 's Land 
Reforms campaign, launched in 
early 1987, is matured by the foll- 
owing: (a) A national 

programme of distribution of 
government lands among the 
landless farmers; fb) “Operation 
Thikana”: rehabilitation of rural 
homeless families through 
establishment of clustered 
villages on government lands; 
and (c) Agricultural debt set- 
tlement through local concilia- 
tion boards. This is directed 
towards reduction in the rate of 
landlessness of marginal far- 
mers. 

Other objectives of the cam- 
paign were: providing legal 
rights to the share-croppers, 
ensuring optimum utilisation of 
hilly lands, fisheries, shrimp 
lands and the like for increased 







Reforms laws and policy. 

As for distribution of govern- 
ment land. President Ershad’s 
government has already issued a 
policy directive for distribution 
of agricultural lands — the num- 
ber of which is estimated to be 
around 7 20,800 acres scattered 


throughout the country in a plan- 
ned manner to the landless and 
marginal farmers (under the 
Operation Thikana Pro- 
gramme). The basic idea is to 
provide a maximum of two acres 
of government land to genuine 
landless and near landless far- 


mers in rural areas and provide 
them with minimum cash and 
credit assistance to enable them 
to start farming or other econ- 
omic activity. Up to October 30, 
1989. nearly 167.867 landless far- 
mers have been allotted 168,431 
acres of government land. 


Fulfilling a pledge 


(Continued from Page 1 1) 


production, helping achieve 
higher agriculture productivity 
and greater equity in the distribu- 
tion of rural income, reducing 
rural urban migration and 
establishing integrated Land 
Management System for effec- 
tive implementation of Land 


positive steps have been taken 
toward eradicating illiteracy 
from the country. Cluster 
villages are being established in 
close succession to provide 
homesteads to the landless free of 
cost The Debt Settlement Board 
is also committed to free the poor 
from the burden of debt. The 
problem of over-population 
which is one of our main hurdles 
to progress is also being addres ■ 
sed as a national priority. 

The prestige and esteem that 
our country enjoys today in 
international relations bears tes- 
timony to the success of our 


foreign policy. Effective pursuit 
and implementation of the 
foreign policy has helped us to 
contribute positively in inter- 
national political and economic 
relations. Today, the whole 
world is caught* up in phen- 
omena] changes by which 
barriers between blocs are bring 
removed and are bringing 
nations closer to each other. Ban- 
gladesh, which is committed to 
preservation of international 
peace and security . will continue 
to contribute positively to this 
process. 

The country is particularly 
appreciative of the role of over- 
seas Bangladeshis in the national 


development activities. Their 
remittances are one of the major 
sources of foreign exchange ear- 
nings for the country. 1 am sure 
that participation of* our citizens 
living abroad in national 
development will be further 
activated by their generous 
investment in the country. . 

On this day let us renew our 
resolve to dedicate ourselves 
totally to the development of our 
country*. Inshaliah, with hard 
work. our success is inevitable. 


Xruda Hafez. 

B angladesh 

Message of Foreign Minister, 
Anted Islam Mahmud- 


Significant impact on socio-economic development 

Harnessing technology for growth ! 


By A.N.M. Eusuf 


(THE writer is secretary of the 
Science and Technology Div- 
ision of the government of Ban- 
gladesh) 

Bangladesh has been striving 
hard to meet the baric needs of 
food, dothing, shelter, health, 
education and the like forits peo- 
ple, to substantially raise the liv- 
ing standard throughout the 
country. To achieve these goals 
Bangladesh has taken a planned 
approach to harnessing the 
potentials of science and tech- 
nology. 

The government formulated a 


national science and technology 
policy in 1986 to organise and co- 
ordinate all research and 
development work concerning 
science and technology with 
careful selection of the problems 
facing the country in each vital 
sector, where solutions are likely 
to have a significant impact on 
the economic and socio-cultural 
development of the country. 

Ten sectors for special efforts 
were identified. These are 
agriculture, land, livestock, 
poultry, forestry, fisheries, flood 
control, water resources, land 
reclamation, deltaic studies, 
health, family planning; energy; 


large scale industries including 
engineering and metal industries, 
small scale and rural industries; 
transportation; small scale and 
rural industries; transportation; 
communications; housing and 
public works, scientific and tech- 
nological education. 

For ensuring that policy for- 
mulation in science and tech- 
nology and their application in 
various sectors, proceed in a co- 
ordinated manner, a national 
committee on science and tech- 
nology was constituted in 1983. 
It was later reconstituted and 
elevated to the status of a 
national council in 1987. The 


Heartiest Greetings to the Government & People of 
Bangladesh on the auspicious occasion of their 
Independence Day 
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NCST is headed by the President 
and includes the Vice-President 
(Vice-Chairman), minister of 
agriculture, religious affairs, 
works, education and science 
and technology, four members of 
parliament and a number of 
secretaries of ministeries, vice- 
chancellors and eminent scient- 
ists. The Science & Technology 
Division serves as the secretariat 
ofthis council. It has an executive 
committee headed by the Vice- 
President. 

The most important commit- 
tee with operational respon- 
sibility is the consultative com- 
mittee for transfer of technology 
headed by the education mini- 
ster. It is charged with the iden- 
tification of technological needs 
and capabilities and formulation 
of an appropriate technology 
plan. 

Realising the critical role tech- 
nology can play in socio-econ- 
omic development, the govern- 


productive ^puriicuiany 

industries) no amount of econ- 
omic planning win do without 
supporting technology planning. 
During the FFYP. integration of 
technological considerations in 
national planning will receive 
high priority. 

Technology based develop- 
ment needs an instituitional 
arrangement for absorption. 


adaptation and improvement of 
imported technology as also 


ment has accepted technology as 
an important critical variable. It 


We can fly you to any part of the 
world and when you fly with us 
we know how to take care of you 


an important critical variable. It 
has already been decided that the 
Fourth Five Year Plan (FFYP) 
which will be launched in July 
next will also incorporate a tech- 
nology plan along with 
traditional economic plan. In the 


imported technology as also 
innovations for trade. What this 
arrangement should be. will need 
very careful consideration. 

For realising the untapped 
potential of science and tech- 
nology the national council of 
science and technology and the 
consultative committee on trans- 
fer of technology have recently 
taken a number of important 
decisions. These include setting 
up a national centre for Tech- 
nology Development and Trans- 
fer formulation of a Technology 
Plan; assessment of tech- 
nological needs and capabilities; 
formation of a committee for 
review of technological needs 
and capabilities; and the creation 
of a permanent co-ordination 
cell in Science and Technology 
Division. 




private indus#i^| 


A.K.ML Mosharraf Hossain 

Secretary, Ministry of Industries. 


THE industrial policy of Ban- 
gladesh has undergone, several 
changes since independence in 
1971. Durina the initial days 
there was little scope for the 
private entrepreneurs. The 
policy changed gradually and 


sona! resources or with ^mvate 
bank financing pnmded indus- 
try is not . in the' “dfecouraged 
list";* . . 


now emphasis is on the private 
sector. The ceiling on private 


• No prior approval for estabU 
shing an industry wth fonagn 
investment . 


investment was done away with 
in 1978. A law was passed in 1980 
to promote and protect foreign 
investment. Simultaneously, the 
process of disinvestment of state- 
owned enterprises was also star- 
ted and the stock-market reactiv- 
ised. . . 

The new industrial policy 


(a) the lotaVproject cost <Jbf» not 
exceed TK . 100 . iuiIfion($3J 
million approximately); 


b) the foreign equity does nbt 
exceed 49 per centcand - ~ -;r 


(c) the proposed radosfry dOes 
not fall within thepraviewof the 
“discouraged-fist. : r 


(NIP) put into operation in 1 982 
brought about many substantial 
changes giving emphasis on 
private enterprises. The govern- 
ment further liberalized the 
industrial policy in 1986 aiming 
at effective participation of the 
people, attaching greater impor- 
tance on the private sector invest- 
ment including foreign private 
investment. According to this 
policy, the role of the govern- 
ment is to provide support and 
assistance to the private sector in 
industrial development with les- 
ser official interference. It sim- 
plified sanctioning and licencing 
procedure with comprehensive 
incentive package. 


The joint veunireprojects not 
falling under the aforesaid 
category require approvaf of the 
BOI. In ail other cases the indus^ 
try is to be registered with ihc 
BOI. There is no fixed ratio of 
equity between local and foreign 
investments.: Forogfr'^qinty to 
the extent of 100 pajxat is all- 
owed. . v • ■ i -’i> . . 


Foreign Private Investment 
(Promotion & Protection J^ Act: 
180 cnsurcs tegal pToicclion lo 
foreign ihve^rnent-in -Baii-- 
gladesh against expropriation 
and ha tionahSa tip nguarantee- 


oceoure witn comprcnensivq • * . *-y‘-*'/S" .. 

centive package. Foreign investors, are .also 

TaSs.<srs!M-: feSISfeSs 


the- foUowing seven sectors for 
public sector investment: arms 
ammunition and sensitive 
defence equipment; generation 
(excludingstandby /captive gen- 
eration) transmission and dis- 
tribution of electricity; forest 
plantation and mechanised 
extraction within the bounds of 
reserved forests; telecommunica- 
tions (excluding distribution and 
services); air transport (exclud- 
ing cargo) and railways; atomic 
energy and security printing 
(currency note) and minting. 

The policy stipulates that all 
other sectors will, be meant for 
the private sector. However, in 
areas and/or sectors where inves- 
tment. is considered desirable,: 
but private investment may. set 


for leasts ctew^oped areas an&Xl 
years for the 

.zones; 15 per cent finpq^utyqn 
capitalmat^inery ioEmd&tra 

per cenifor least devstopedareas 
ami otter incentive* uke tariff 
protection; tip to 4 years to the 
deserving: industries and sup- 
pliers credit permissible under 

nvuntiwl i»nn( : '■ 


v. Additional' incentives to 
Ktportminchide to 96 

per cent value of letter of credit 
from commercial banks for 
export oriented industries, lower 

pef 


orjointlyvitb the private/ not be .. - cent) On pre -ship ment and pack: 
pfthcS&ingptfclfc sector/which rag credit ardfinconte tax rebate: 
may in due course. beseclor.tran- npTotiQj^cCnt an export of 


sferred to the private entrepren- 
eurs. * • . • 'v ' . . 


Since 1986 industrial policy 
has gone through further major . 
reforms. The policy is how 
totally liberalised and simplified 
. and government is playing the 
rote of promoter of industry. To; 
provide a package service under 
one root government establi- 
shed the board of investment 
(BOI) a high powered body, 
headed by the president of the 
country with an execntiv&coan- 
cfl for day to day operation. The ; 
BOI has been operational since 
the first January, 1989. Along, 
with reforms in.mdustrial policy, 
government has also carried put 
major reforms, in trade policy. . 
Import policy has . been- liberal- 
ised and taxationpolicy rational- 
ised to create congenial atmos- 
phere forinvestxhent. 

Some of tbe main features of 
present industrial policy are 
given below: .•• ••' 


non-tradjtionaJ items. - % ’ 

- In conclusion, it may be men- 
tioned that at its present stageof 
economic devefopmenti Ban- 
gladesh welcomes forego 
to accelerate the pacc of Indus 
trial growth. Bangladesh has - 
established air economic and 


investment w^neoe^arytegal 
protection, administrative mceti-' 1 
tive package. Our developed 
infrastructure and abundanceof 


adaptable workforce combined : 
with technolOKvand capital from 


• No prior approval is required 
for local investment from per- 


wkh technology and capital from ; 
abroad willpennft production at ' 
low-cost. The country with _a 
population of 1 lO nnlhoii hflS a 
vast expand^ inarkei. A num- 
ber of multinational c omp any* 
have been operating, in Bah- •' 
gladesh government's liberal 
industrial policies, recently many - 
foreign entrepreneurs are sfow=r 
ing keen interest for. investment 
in Bangladesh. It ik hoped that : 
the foreign investors wfli explore 
the possibilities of investment in £ 
Bangladesh and contribute to its , . 
further mdustrialdevdopmenti 
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2^"* ■«* agriculture 

* ■ K£5° # v,de ^ytoent and 

£?iS5 loov f r 85 p" «« of 

H?.™? 1 ^£ p,e - Thou 8 h the 
JJWt, ol Bangladesh is still 
principally agrarian, agriculture 
can n° longer provide gainful 
employment to even 50 per cent 
ol me rural households. The 
increasing pressure of popula- 
tion on land coupled with a con- 
tinuous process of river erosion 
in many areas has led to a serious 
state of landlessness and unem- 
ployment and consequently to 
migration of landless people to 
ciuesand towns of jobs. The mas- 
sive influx of the poor and the 
distressed to the cities has given 
nse to a situation where jobs are 
, a ” d ^ supply of un- 
skilled labour is abundant. The 
dire consequence of this is the 

# very low wage rate which is 
inadequate for maintenance of 
families of labourers at any stan- 
dard. This forces the underaged 
children of the poor families to 
work for supplementing the 
income of their indigent families. 

In such a situation children 
cannot get easy jobs and tetter 
wages. They have to engage 
themselves in hard manual work 
like crushing stones or bricks, 
carrying luggage or goods by 
headloads at railway or steamer 
stations, helping bus. truck and 
three-wheeler drivers, cleaning 
cars and buses and doing similar 
other jobs. They pick up waste 
papers and garbage and fallen 
leaves from the streets. They are 
usually called “street pickers" — 
street-kids or tokais. 

These children do not get even 
enough food. They live in slums 
and wear tattered clothes. They 
don’t get proper treatment and 
medicine in sickness. They suffer 
the scorching heal in summer 
and shiver in cold during winter. 
They are deprived of education 
and all common facilities of life. 

While visiting the outskirts of 
the capital city in the recent past. 
President Husskin Muhammad 
Ershad came across some work- 
ing children who were- breaking 
4 * bricks and stones with their ten- 
”der hands. ' The 1 President was 
shockbd by the - plight' of these 
working cluldreh,'/b&dtr as they 
were called: Their presentedri- 
sti tided of hard and demanding 
labour; their future grim and 
dark. The president was palpably 
moved. He urged the people not 
to call them “Tokai" any more. 
That was a demeaning term. He 
renamed them as pathakalis. that 
is “blooming buds of the 
streets," who are growing , up 
without any care and love but 
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Pathakali Trust 


Building the future of street kids 


deserve care and attention from a 
society with consciousness of the 
need of consideration of the dis- 
advantaged. 

The President instantaneously 
decided lo arrange creation of 
opportunities of these “street 
kids” so that they could get 
education and health-care and 
acquire technical skills for par- 
ticipating in economic and social 
development processes. To 
achieve these objectives, it was 
decided lo set up a trust, named 
Lhe Pathakali Trust. The Pathak- 
ali Trust is designed to look after 
the welfare of the pathakalis: to 
give them a good start in life. 

The First Lady Begum Rau- 
shan Ershad, was profoundly 
moved by the sad pOghl of the 
pathkalis. 

The trust as an institution of 
specialised social services for dis- 
advantaged working boys and 
girls is geared to mobilise resour- 
ces from all segments of the 
society, government and non- 
government. It would facilitate - 
participation by better-off sec- 
tions of the nation in the onerous 
task of assisting the under- 


privileged children who have lo 
work for a living. 

The services and benefits of the 
trust are extended to; 

(a) the underprivileged boys 
and girls engaged in odd jobs. 
These may include work as 
domestic help or porter in rail- 
way and steamer stations, work 
in the factories, shops, res- 
taurants, motor garages or rick- 
shaw and bicycle repai ring work- 
shops or crushing stones and 
bricks etc. for construction and 
building. 

(b) the working boys and girls 
who are within the age group of 5 
to 14 years. 

Though the exact number of 
such floating pathakalis, 
“streets-kids” in Dhaka and dis- 
trict townsof Bangladesh has not 
ye! been precisely ascertained, it 
is assumed that it would be quite 
large. One of the early activities 
of the trust is lo complete a com- 
prehensive survey and study of 
the situation of pathakalis in 
Bangladesh. 

The trust has been incor- 
porated under the Societies Reg- 
istration Act 1961. 


Activities 

The main activities of the 
Pathakali Trust are as follows; 

(a) General Education 
Programmes. 

(b) Technical and Vocational 
Education/Training Program- 
mes. 

(c) Programme for providing 
medical services to Lhe pathak- 
alis. 

(d) Programme for 
recreational and cultural 
activities. 

General Education 

programme: The objectives of the 
*7 rust' aretoassisl lhe pathakalis 
in receiving general education of 
certain standards and in acquir- 
ing technical skills and good 
health so that they can join oth- 
ers in the mainstream of econ- 
omic activities and social 
progress and thereby improve 
their present sub-standard living 
conditions. Therefore, the trust 
lays emphasis on the creation of 
facilities for general and tech- 
nical education as well as health 
care. 

The pathakalis cannot attend 
the normal schools because they 


have lo work during most of the 
day for earning their bread. They 
would not be able to stay in 
schools for long hours. 
Therefore, the trust has under- 
taken a programme for establish- 
ing special type of schools called 
“Pathakali schools” for them. 
Fifteen such schools have 
already been established, (upto 
mid-January 1990). 

Technical education pro- 
gram me: Technical education 
forms a very important pan of 
the curriculum of education of 
the pathakalis . The purpose of 
technical education is to assist 
the pathakalis in acq uiring useful 
technical skills so that they can 
get gainful employment in our 
strides for economic develop- 
ment, can contribute to the social 
and economic progress of the 
country and lead decent personal 
life. 

rh; technical education will be 
imparted as part of the general 
education, with emphasis on 
selecting the trade for technical 
education, the demand for the 
particular trade in the market 
and its feasibility will be assessed . 


The knack of the pathakalis , 
their attitude and aptitude and 
the previous experiences, if any, 
will be examined. 

Pathakali schools 

TheTrusi is running at present 
(upto mid-January. 1990) 15 
schools of (he underprivileged 
working children. The Honoura- 
ble President of Bangladesh. 
Hussain Muhammad Ershad 
inaugurated the first two schools 
on January 3. 19S9 in the outsk- 
irts of the capital city where there 
was concentration of the pathak- 
alis . The number of students in 
the 1 5 existing schools is above 
three thousand fi\e hundred. 

Education in the pathakali 
school is free. Books, papers, 
pencils and other necessary 
materialsarealso provided to the 
students free of charge. 
Moreover, the school uniform 
and winter clothes are also given 
to the students from the trust. 

The syllabus and other 
guidelines suitable to the needs 
and capabilities of the pathakalis 
are being prepared. Necessary 
facilities for providing technical 
education are also being created 
by the trust. 

Expansion 

The pathakali schools and 
other institutions will be set up in 
different parts of Dhaka in near 
future depending on the 
availability of funds. 

The district committees have 
been instructed to set up at leasL 
one pathakali school, one Paih- 
akali Medical Centre and one 
technical workshop for the path- 
akali as soon as possible. 

The trust may expand in future 
not only to larger geographical 
areas but also to wider field of 
activities. Presently the activities 
are limited mainly to the prov- 
isions of general education, tech- 
nical education and medical 
facilities for the pathakalis. In 
future, the trust will set up tech- 
nical workshops adjacent to the 
schools for practical training of 
the students. 

If funds can be arranged, the 
pathakalis may given credit to 
start some income generating 
activities. Bank credit may also 
be arranged for them. Wherever 
possible, they may be grouped 
together for undertaking viable 
economic projects. 

The expansion of the 
programme in size, area and 
activity depends on the gen- 
erosity and magnanimity of per- 
sons belonging to better off clas- 
ses and humanitarian organisa- 
tions both local and foreign. The 
trust is very much open with 
regard to receipt of donations, j 


Flood control measures of the 
government of Bangladesh 


BANGLADESH, being a flood 
prone country, has to concen- 
trate her efforts toward flood 
mitigation measures by con- 
structing flood embankment, 
channel improvement and 
development of flood forecast- 
ing and warning systems. The 
effective means "of flood man- 
agement by storage reservoirs is. 
not possible within the territorial 
limit of Bangladesh 

Achievement; 

As structural measures for 
flood mitigation. Bangladesh 
has constructed series of medium 
and small sized flood control and 
drainage (FCD) projects disper- 
sed all over the country. Such 
projects cover about 40 per cent 
of flood vulnerable area but the 
catastrophic events of 1987 and 
1988 amply demonstrated the 
inadequacy of such small 
projects designed mostly for 
shorter return periods. 

Future Strategy; 

Following the catastrophic 
floods ofl 987 and 1988 there had 
been a renewed awakening 
nationally as well as internation- 
ally over floods in Bangladesh 
and their solution. 

Effective flood protection is a 
prerequisite for development 
and subsequent economic 
growth: thus protection 

measures along the major rivers 
have become an imperative. 

The government of Ban- 
gladesh has emphasised Lhat a 
comprehensive national flood 
protection programme needs 
large projects aimed at controll- 
ing the high discharges that come 
from the upstream catchment. 
The strategy is, therefore: 

( 1 ) to accord the highest 
priority to flood protection; 

(2) (o implement effective 
flood protection works with 
emphasis on the need to confine 
major river flood water within 
channels; 

(3) to further riparian co- 
operation leading to a long last- 
ing solution.. 

International agencies such as 
UNDP, Usaid. French and 
Japan undertook studies to 
comeup with a comprehensive 
flood protection plan and finally 
the World Bank has outlined an 
ac ion plan. 

Control 

It is expected that a long term 
flood control plan will be 


developed from the above 
studies and a phased implemen- 
ts (ion of the plan will be initiated 
soon with a view to finding a 
solution to this major problem 
which are technically, finan- 
cially. economically and 
environmentally sound and via- 
ble. 

Simultaneously the govern- 
ment of Bangladesh has sought 
co-operation from neighbouring 
countries to work together for 
finding a lasting solution in the 
flood problem. In this connec- 
tion bilateral forums such as 
Indo-Bangladesh Task-Force, 
Bangladesh- Nepal Joint Study 
Team. Bangladesh-Bhutan Joint 
Team of Officials. Bangladesh - 
China Joint Experts Team have 
been formed. Some of the com- 
mittees in the mean time have 
completed their tasks and 
brought out specific recommen- 
dations. Bangladesh-China 
Experts Team have initialed a 
project on technical study for 
flood control of the Bra- 
hamaputra river. 

Flood Forecasting Activities 
in Bangladesh. 

The objective of the Flood 
Forecasting and Warning Centre 
(FF & W) in Bangladesh is to 
prepare flood water level 
forecasts and inform the govern- 
ment authorities to enable them 
to transmit message to local 
officials and population as 
quickly as possible in order to 
organise emergency measures 
for which they are responsible. 

Alert 

The people in Bangladesh are 
always alert as to when floods 
will hit. Information is needed to 
give them timetoevacuate before 
critical flood levels are reached 
and lo salvage crops or move 
household possessions and cattle 
to higher places. U is also impor- 
tant for Lhe public and local and 
national government authorities 
lo know where flood problems 
are building up, where commun- 
ication systems (roads, railways, 
etc) are likely to be hampered by 
floods and where rescue and 
relief teams need to be mobilized. 

Present Status: 

Quantitative flood forecasting 
is presently limited to the Gan- 
ges. Brahmaputra, Buriganga 
and Lakfaya river, with a lead 
time of 24 hours, by the FF&W 
Centre. 
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independence day of 


BANGLADESH 


For more than 35 years we have been 
in electrical lines in accordance 
with all die international standards 
Agents, distributors, stockists & dealers in electrical 
items & electrical contracts 
“Materials for the electrical & mechanical engineer” 

The power to project 

Specialising in: Kopex Conduit System, UK; 
Fuji Electrical Goods, Japan & all electrical 

goods & accessories. 

Dealers in Dowell’s Cable Lugs from India 

Coming soon from Bangladesh . 




Ispahani Tea 
means best quality tea 

drink Ispahani tea 







For details please contact 

Al Shamali Est. 

Tel: 2426815, 2426816, 2422855 
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ttlMAN 


Asia, rich in splendour, colour and variety. Asia, where 
civilisations meet 

Biman flies you to key destinations in South & South East 
Asia. Fly with us. Our traditional hospitality makes your 
journey pleasant Not to mention our delicious cuisine, 
inflight movies and a lot more. 

Effective 29th March ’90 flight operating 

Dhaka-Bahrain-Kuwait-Sharjah-Dhaka 


Biman a 

BANGLADESH AIRUNES&PWrl aRFmFr*n JtaiaFUmFOl 

AL HUMAIZI BUILDING. ALSOOR STREET, P.O.BOX 23837, SAFAT. 13099 KUWAIT, PHONE: 2426846/7, 2439764. 







BANGLADESH NATIONAL AND INDEPENDENCE DAY: 
AN ARAB TIMES SUPPLEMENT 


MON DAY.JIAHCH 26,19 


Cluster villages 


Ramadan 

Special 


★ Ramadan Iftari . 

★ LachtaSemayCFenia) 

★ Faluda, fruit juice 



OPERATION Thikana (Add- 
ress) is an epoch-making adven- 
ture in hope for the landless poor 
in rural Bangladesh. This exer- 
cise has provided homes to 
twelve and a half thousand poor, 
and hitherto landless and home- 
less families in the countryside, 
within a short span of one and 
half years dating from 1988. 

The concerted efforts of the 
Government of Bangladesh to 
achi eve alleviation of poverty of 





its rural masses find a focal point 
in this unique endeavour, it is a 
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A cluster village. 


Murqab. Kuwait phone 245858}7 


We extend our best wishes to all 
Bangladeshi nationals , expatriates 
and our Kuwaiti friends on the 
occasion of our 


INDEPENDENCE 

DAY 
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TECHNOCON LTD 


CONSTRUCTION ENGINEERS 

Working as a civil sub-contractor and manpower 
management consultant in Kuwait Iraq and Saudi Arabia 


HEAD OFFICE G P.O Box. 713. Dhaka- 1 0OO. Bangladesh. Cable: KEBLA 
(DHAKA) Tel 232707. 2386693. TTx. 642469 MAGMA BJ. 
Fax (8802)833303. 

IRAQ BRANCH P O Box 1 167. Baghdad. Iraq Tel 7)99904 
KUWAIT BRANCH PO Box 26920. Safa)- 53 130. Kuwart Tel. 2459034. 

2459035. Tlx 46042 NJOUD KT.. Fax (965) 2460518 


simple attempt to use govern- 
ment owned land not only for 
providing habitation for the 
poor rural homeless and landless 
people, but also for assisting 
them in developing sustainable 
sources of income and 
employment generation. 

The First tangible product of 
Operation Thikana" is the clus- 
tered village, Gucchagram where 
the landless find both land and 
homes provided by the govern- 
ment on its own lands. Co-ordin- 
ated government and non-gover- 
nment efforts then help the pe<>- 
pie so rehabilitated, to build self- 
reliant and self-sustaining 
processes of income and 
employment generation. 

Potentially rich Bangladesh is 
economically and industrially 
underdeveloped on account of 
the overhang of centuries of 
colonial rule. About 1 10 million 
Bangladeshis are crowded in 
1,44,000 square kilometres of 
flood-prone, deltaic but fertile 
land. 

Poverty, low income, wide- 
spread illiteracy, malnutrition 
and lack of adequate income and 
employment opportunities are 
the main problems of this 








overall improvem 




(Continued from Page 11 ) 
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President Hussain Mohammad Ershad visiting one of the duster villages 


developing country. 

Land, the principal source of 
sustenance, is scarce. Landless- 
ness, meaning loss of command 
over arable, income-generating 
land, therefore, often means 
abject poverty in rural Ban- 
gladesh. 

The efforts of rehabilitating 
the maximum number of such 
poor and deprived people by 
proriding them with facilities of 
housing and agricultural 
activities in government-owned 
land Ckhas land’) throughout 
Bangladesh may very well play 
the role of the iead sector’ in 


commercialisation of agricul- 
ture. 

The national integrated 
programme primarily arms at 
giving the landless, homeless 
people a house and a piece of 
cultivable land or other income- 
generating resources on perman- 
ent basis. The Tk. 1163 million 
project has been named Thik- 
ana’ (Address), since it will bes- 
tow a permanent address to the 
homeless and landless of Ban- 
gladesh. 

The clustered village 
programme is an offshoot of the 
current countrywide drive for 
land reforms. Under the 
programme, the poor, landless 
families are organised to establ- 
ish a village through mutual co- 
operation in a compact chunk of 
land. Inhabitants of these 
villages are also provided with 
arable land or an economic 
resources such as a pond or hor- 
ticultural unit on a permanent 
basis in an around the newly 
created settlements. 

Some features of the 
programme are unique, namely, 
(a) this has for the first time, 
provided the poorest in the coun- 
tryside with a permanent 
address; (b) organized into a 
compact and, these deprived, 
landless people have acquired 
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P.O. Box 554 Safat 

13006 Safat Kuwait 

Cable Acfdrea« 'TRANACO' Kuwait 
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ABDUlRAHMANAL-BiSHER SONS 


the strength to face upto various 
natural calamities and vagaries 
of nature; (c) with the opportun- 
ity to live together, the rural poor 
are now in a stronger position to 
withstand the opposition of the 
vested interest: (big land 
owners), who have exploited 
them over the centuries since 
during foreign colonial rule; (d) 
organized living together Iras 
also provided them with a basis 
for all round economic develop- 
ment and social uplift; (e) Bus 
would also put a check on the 
influx of rural poor to urban 
areas. 

The current nation-wide, 
integrated programme is based 
mainly on the principle of self- 
reliance. and one of the major 
drives is to minimise costs 
through use of local funds, 
readily available resources and 
voluntary labour. le ts through 
the creation of several clustered 
villages over the last one year 
that it has been proved that the 
"clustered village programme" 
can very well be implemented 
with minimum dependence on 
central government funds and 
concentration on interdepart- 
mental co-operation, local 
efforts and local resources. 

With 68.000 villages inhabited 
by approximately 80 per cent of 


the population, the whole of 
Bangladesh can be termed as a 
huge village. There are- a large 
cumber of landless households 
dotting the map of tins immense 
rural entity. Toe principal objec- 
tive of the clustered village 
programme is to rehabilitate 
these famili es m proper locations 
in an integrated manner. The 
scale of the programme is 
countrywide. President Hussain 
Mnhammad Ershad has 
redeemed one of his vital pledges 
of changing the quality of life of 
the rural poor by directing that at 
least one clustered village was to 
beset upinihe very first year, and 
oi least five villages in each of the 
460 npazilas (sub-districts) dur- 
ing the next five years. Thus, the 
country is going to have some 
23,000 of clustered villages dur- 
ing the next five years. If each 
clustered village can permanen- 
tly rehabilitate, as planned, at 
least 25 households, the total 
number of rehabilitated famili es- 
would be about 50.000. The 
number can easily go up if the 
sub-district councils (‘Upazila 
Parishads*) can also take up clus- 
tered village schemes under (heir 
Annual Development Plans, 
alongside the central. Operation 
Thikana Project of the govem- 
ment. 


Tbe government has also paid - 
necessary attention to the develop- 
ment of our potentials in tourism 
sector and already there are 
numerous facilities, like good hotels. . 
motels and luxury buses, that com- 
bine with the natural scenic richness 
of onr country to make tourism a 
fascination in Ba n gl ades h. 

As overseas Bangladeshis else- 
where, the community in 

Kuwait are contributing significan- 
tly to develop the economy of our 
country. They have proved their 
profound sense of patriotism by 
standing by their compatriots at 
home during all natural disasters, 

Bangladesh is pursuing a positive, 

. balanced, moderate and forward- 
looking foreign policy. The prestige 
and honour that Bangladesh now, 
enjoys in the comity of nations is the 
outcome of our effective foreign 
policy. The snccesstulbalding of the. 
LDCs ministerial level meeting in 
Dhaka in February this year atten- 
ded by more than thirty countries is 
bora proof of the confidence that the 
international community yc poses in ■ 

ftungforfegh ’ 


The fraternal bonds" between 
Kuwait and Bangladesh' are also' 
deepening further noth the passage of 
time: Our foreign minister's yerysuc- 
cessful visit toKuwaitm last January 
have provided a fresh boost to our 
bilateral relations. We are. 
endeavouring to racreaseand expand 


■oar co-operation to cover diflereoi 
fields of our bilateral relations. 


Kuwaitis participation in artcxhrtn- '■ 
lion and poetry competition in 
D haka Bangladesh's participa- 
tion in the Friendship and Peace 
Games held iu Kuwait last October- 
Nbydnber under, the patronage of 


His Highness the Amir have funhc 
strengthened the cultural rdatior 
between our two countries. Kuwaiti 
also significant!), participating ih th 
economic development in Bar 
gl adcshby providing loans espectall 
in the irrigation and agricultural sec 
tors. Kuwait Fund for Arab Ectw 
omic Development alsti participate 
in the London meeiingordoaorconi 
munrria, in December last for Roo 
control and prevention in Bar 
gkadesh. '...... ; >; 

Kuwait and Bangladesh areal* 
making, relentless efforts for th 
solidarity and progress of the Islam 
Ummab. Our views are also identic 
. on. all the vital global and hlam 
. issues.-. ' -~.V' 

Under the dynamic and blissfi 
leadership ofHis. Hrghhess the Am 
.'and His Highness the Cro wn Brine 
. and prime ./Minister,' Kuwait ha 
mode iremeiidousdevelei^ a 
sectors- at home and J carried ; grci 
nspectandachniratiotlabroatifqffi 
ealightened.behnced'aTxlposrfn 
foreign policy, arid for its - -- 

t^Th^V^orkl. . , 

. . . On thi£ '■ a uspidoys^caasian, 
._wouW likc -to cxtend the/deepe 
apincx^tidfl and “thanks of the' 
pte aittf 'rbe v C^veronieritof * 

- 'glaiSesh ib^ 

and Hb Highness the Crawrp^c 
andPH^j^onsleraqdihepeopJet; 
-Kuwint-'forr their goodwill . aa< 
m^tcrcslfortbepcople ofBaogladest 

^ J . 

Long HVe Ktmait-BaBgbtdcsn friend 


Message .oT JK.ftl. "' * 

- Autaswdor uf Beagw*™ 
occssMKttftiKNatiowdted 
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Growing bigger 
and bigger 


IT gives us pleasure to introduce our- 
selves as one of the oldest, longest establ- 
ished and most active agency houses in 
the State of Kuwait. 

Our group of companies called Abdul 
Rahman Ai Bisher Sons Co, is one of the 
leading Kuwaiti business houses actively 
engaged in its many spheres of com- 
merce. 

We take pleasure in giving below a 
brief outline of our group’s diversified 
activities at present being accomplished 
by the owners who successfully 
developed the company into an interlin- 
ked group of companies with solid back- 
ground and modem approach like: 
Abdul Rahman Al Bisher Sons Co. It 
groups Al Bisher Company, Freight 
Forwarding Division; and other sister 
companies (A- 1). 

Origins: Abdul Rahman Al Bisher, 
owner of the company belongs to one of 
the oldest established trading and busi- 
ness families of Kuwait- 

The Abdul Rahman A I Bisher Sons 
Company was formed. This reflects the 
company's development into the con- 
tracting and import/export business. 






The Freight Forwarding Company 
was formed to service competing busi- 
ness, called Abdul Rahman AI Bisher 
Sons Co. The operations of Abdul Rah- 
man Al Bisher Sons Co. are completely 
separated from those of Abdul Rahman 
AI Bisher Sons and guarantees an equal 
level of service and professionalism as is 
the case with Abduii Rahman Al Bisher 
Sons Co. 

Our company represent Mahle — 
raised floor systems; Chubb — cash 
safes; Futech — ceiling decoration for 
houses and offices; AI Rabie — full- 
cream unsweetened; Highland ; — 
natural mineral water; Kawasaki — 
motorcycle group; Nisah — Nasah 
natural water; Nawar — tissue paper. 
Address: P.O. Box 554, Safat 1 3006 K.T. 
Tel: 2456363-2414380 Telex: 22408 
TRANACO KT. Fax: 241 5440. 
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Ragin’ on the Rattler down under 


MELBOURNE: “Rock and roll” has 
taken on a whole new meaning in Mel' 
bourne. 

Crammed with bubbling teenagers 
heading home, at 1 1 :35 p.ra.'the Lilydale 
train lurches out of Flinders Station. 
Within seconds, the thump-thump track 
noise is drowned out by “Atlas," a band of 
1 6-year-olds pumping out the first deafen- 
ing chords of “When Love Comes to 
Town." 

Welcome to the Saturday night “Safe 
Train" party. Or as locals say. “Ragin’ on 
the Rattler." 

The Safe Train is one suburban com- 
munity’s response to the problem of 
violence on its only public link to down- 
town Melbourne. Until four months ago. 
this was one of the region's most dan- 
gerous train lines. 

“Lots of drunks, druggies, perverts. 
Kids were getting bashed. It was scary." 
recalls 1 6-year-old Kylie Wood. 

“You'd expect it to be cool to say: 
'Yeah. 1 travel the trains. You'd have to be 
a wimp not to travel the trains,' " says Safe 


Train organizer Nick Foa. But when the 
Croyden Youth Council surveyed local 
teens, “they said. ‘No way do we like using 
the trains.' ... So we knew we had a serious 
problem." 

A small group of parents, police, and 
youth workers decided to do something. 
Thus, the Safe Train idea was hatched. 

Each Saturday night, two grafitti-laced 
cars going into the city at 6 p.m. (and 
coming out on the second -to -last train) 
carry two plainclothes police officers, a 
parent volunteer or two, and a youth 
worker. One car has a live band, the other a 
somewhat less boisterous juke box. 

But the Safe Train is only pan of an 
integrated community programmes. 
When the crav n pufls into the Croyden stop 
at 12:30 a.m., 15 parents (from a roster of 
70 volunteers) are standing on the plat- 
form to ensure that teens get off safely, 
disperse quietly, and get home. Those 
without rides can take a free bus, driven by 
volunteers from a local church. Hie bus is 
sponsored by a local bank. 

Croyden has also set up a “garage” band 


programme to rechannel the energies of 
bored youth who might otherwise go into 
vandalism and gang activity. Some 150 
youths— mostly 1 5 — and 1 6-year-olds — 
converted an unused squash court into a 
practice studio, and organizes dances. 
Safely 

The combination of safety and enter- 
tainment is proving to be a big drawing 
card. 

“Yeah, my parents want me to catch a 
Safe Train." says 16-year-old Ryan Peters 
after an evening of playing “pinnie" (pin- 
ball) in the city with his mates. “Ifit wasn't 
for the band, f doubt if I*d be allowed to go 
back on the train." 

Transit authority baseline figures are 
more than two yeans old. But Met opera- 
tions officer Daryl Byrne says “it appears 
ridership is up as much as 200 per cent. 
And we've had no reports of vandalism at 
all on that train since the programme 
began." 

Croyden Constable Robert Garside 
also says vandalism, loitering, and 
underage drinking in town appears to have 


dropped since the programme started. 
“We've noticed the change already in kids 
who used to be our problem. They're being 
entertained over a 50-minute ride. We 
asked them. 'What would you be doing if 
you weren't listening to a band?' Out of 
boredom, they say. they'd be slashing 
seats, breaking windows, punching 
somebody.” 

Another benefit, says Constable Gar- 
side, is that “our rapport with kids has 
improved. We talk to them on the train. 
We’re no longer the big bad bogey-men.” 

In its short life, the Safe Train has been 
given a national award for "most 
innovative approach to a community 
issue" by a local government. But there’s 
plenty of skepticism, too. By creating a 
small zone of safety, critics say, Croyden is 
not addressing the real source of thejuven- 
ile crime problem. 

There is no single cause, replies Foa. the 
youth worker. “But at least we have taken 
one positive step in creating a safe environ- 
ment.” 

Christian Science Monitor. 
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Yuzen dyer 


‘National living treasure’ 


^ Ry Daniel Sneider 

KYOTO, Japan: From early childhood in the city of 
Kanazawa, near the Sea of Japan, Tokio Hata 
wanted to be a painter. He was ] 4 when his parents 
sent him to a neighbour to learn to the art. 

The young Hata’s neighbour practiced the 
ancient craft of yuzen-dying. Yuzen owes its name 
to its 17th-century founder, Miyazaki Yuzen. Ins- 
tead of paper, the yuzen artist paints his pictures on 
naturally dyed slrips of silk cloth. Then the cloth is 
made into kimono, the traditional Japanese dress. 

“My parents thought of our neighbour as a pain- 
ter, not a dyer." Mr Hata recalls. “I found it strange 
that I was told to draw something on kimono cloth." 
For seven years. Hata was a deshi, an apprentice to 
his sensei, a word that combines the meaning of 
teacher and master. 

. Then his teacher sent him to the ancient Japanese 
^capital of Kyoto, the center of arts and culture, 
^vhere he studied ihe more refined style of Kyolo- 
i yuzen for another eight years before setting off on 
his own. 

: Last year, at the age of 77. Hata's mastery of his 
• art earned him the title of “national living treasure." 
Since 1955, the Japanese government has recog- 
nized the importance to the nation of artists in both 
the crafts and the performing arts. Currently there 
are 69 such “living treasures." “The title means the 
holder is told by the country to convey his or her 
technique to future generations,” Hata explains. 
Each person gets an annual stipend to preserve their 
skills by training successors. 

Today, the lively Hata has 23 deshi of his own, 
who study under him in an old two-story wooden 
house on a quiet Kyoto street. He leads visitors ... 
’ upstairs, where his students work copying his tech- 

• -atque and producing kimono cloth -mat is exhibited - - 

• in galleries and museums. A finished kimono by 
' Hata sells for 10 million yen (about $70,000). He 

proudly shows a picture of himself presenting one 
his creations to Diana, the Princess of Wales. 

The process of producing the doth takes 17 
' separate steps. It begins with drawing a design on 
lijpaper. Hata’s painting are elaborate, embodying 

• classical Japanese themes of flowers, seasonal 
' plants, and animals. His trademark is the beautifully 
’ marked Manda rin Duck, which appears in many of 


his creations. 

Hata compares what he does to his father's design 
of gardens. 

“Gardening and drawing on kimono are similar," 
he explains over a cup of green tea. “The gardener 
thinks about where to create a pond, where to put 
hills, where to plant trees. It starts as a very plain 
place. At first a kimono, too, is while; there is 
nothing there. There are only some rules — to draw 
the design on the parts of the cloth which appear 
when (he kimono is worn." 

Long strips ofwhitedoih are pulled tight between 
two poles, with curved wooden slicks placed likeribs 
to pull the doth taut. The young deshi, men and 
women in jeans and T-shirts, sit on the straw mat 
floor drawing the design onto the textile in an indigo 
dye made from a flower. 

Lines 

The careful lines of the drawing are then coated 
with starch, and outlines hand painted in, and the 
colours fixed with steam. The aye for the doth is 
brushed on. Finally the cloth is washed in water to 
fix the dyes and to remove the starch, leaving a white 
outline around the painted designs. 

If oneperson alone did the wholeprocess, it would 
take one month to finish the kimono. But the deshi 
work as a team, each one carrying out a specific 
phase of the process. 

In the beginning, Hata admits, be would only 
teach his art to men, as was traditional. The deshi 
live together in a dorm, and the presence of a woman 
was considered highly unconventional. But more 
and more women came to him asking to be taught. . 

“I allowed a few women to become deshi. and they 
did pretty well,” he says with a smile. “I thought 
maybe times arerfcangmg." Today the majority of 
his deshi arp.womcn. Someday, he says with a touch 
bfpride, "L expefct a female treasure may be named.” 

. YuzuM Inada was studying traditional Japanese 
painting at a college in Kyoto when a friend took her 
to an exhibit of Hata's work. From then on, she 
recalls, “I wanted to learn from this person.” Mr 
Hata “is a very kind man but he is very stria in his 
teaching," says the 29-year-old deshi. After eight 
years of apprenticeship, the young artist does not 
readily recommend her course. 

Christian Science Monitor. 



This Tokio Hata Kimono will sell lor $70,000 


Chinese cinema industry 

Once flourishing, now in disarray 


By Sarah Lubrnan 

SUING. (UPI): After a heady 
riod of experimentation and 
wldwide acclaim in the late 
80s, China’s once-flourishing 
ti industry is in sad disarray. 
The smoke had not yet cleared 
>m last June’s violent crack- 
iwd on the pro-democracy 
ivement when the Chinese 
vemment reasserted the 
premacy of Marxist ideology 
,all sectors of society.- The 
>vie business has suffered from 
: fallout. . 

Filmmakers now find their 
ativity stifled under renewed 
liticaJ control over the arts, 
/o of the country’s most talen- 
1 directors, who brought suc- 
ises like The Old iVeU and King 
(he Children to the screen, are 
self-imposed exile abroad. 
Within China, leading mem- 
i*s - of the film community 
vately ■grumble over a shrill 
irerament campaign against 
Qurgeois liberalism." a vague 
m denoting western cultural 


ences. 

if Ihe official hard line shows 
m of retreat and bucking the 
r line can mean more than 
eviews in China, 
ter. last year’s crackdown, 
government issued arrest 
mts for the creators 
v : a controversial 
ision film thatdared to ques- 
whether feudal Chinese 
liens were responsible lor 
luntiy’s current backward- 

•t; Roles 

well-known Chin«e .bj” 1 
; who asked not lo be .7 

: said the re-emphasis on 
tganda in the arts transl ^ 
•: sweeping censor ^^r 

sed both by the government 

Im di rectors themselves. 

on’t expect anything ui 
■from Chinese cuwma for 
bit ‘year or two. thecntic 
ralha resigned shrug. 
...Chinese films must be 

jived by the Stal ® 

«£ But industry sources say 
native, elderly leaders are 
ing a greater say in 


bureau's decisions that in past 
years. 

The sources said one recently 
submitted script with a non-fic- 
tion military theme drew objec- 
tions from several veteran 
revolutionaries who felt their 
real-life roles were diminished. 

In keeping with the stress on 
propaganda, the film bureau dis- 
closed recently that the number 
of “revolutionary history" 
scripts submitted jumped to 24 
— over just three last year. 

And to drive the point home, a 
recent conference on movie 
production called for strength- 
ened censorship of films judged 
“disadvantageous to socialism.'' 
and announced that inspection 
i game will be sent to all film 
studios. 

It is uncertain whether more 
patriotic themes will bring in lar- 
ger audiences. 

The number of moviegoers in 
China dropped to 16 billion last 
year from 1 8 billion in 1 988, ring- 


ing up box office receipts of $425 
million, according to recent stat- 
istics. 

The rapid decline of the 
innovation Xian Film Studio 
illustrate? the state of the 
national industry. Once the 
creative centre of Chinese cin- 
ema, Xian is now in severe finan- 
cial straits after a string of inter- 
nationally acclaimed art films 
that fared abysmally at home. 

Scope 

Former studio chief Wu Tian- 
ming, the iconoclastic director 
who once led demands for 
eater artistic autonomy, is in 
e United States. He has dec led 
to stay abroad indefinitely. 

The director of 1988’s award- 
winning The Old Well , Wu is 
regarded as the man who 
brought China’s films to world 
attention. 

Under the aegis of his 
innovative studio, Wu helped 
foster young stars of China's so- 


called “fifth generation" direc- 
tors like Zhang Yimou, director 
of the acclaimed Red Sorghum, 
and Chen Kaige, who won 
awards with King of the Children 
and Yellow Earth. 

Like his mentor, Chen has 
chosen to remain in the United 
States, where be has lived for the 
past two years. But both Chen 
and Wu were quoted in recent 
interviews as saying they hoped 
to return. 

Response 

Veteran director Xie Fei 
believes there is scope for artistic 
creativity and integrity in a 
market dominated by flashy 
Kiing Fu films, melodramas and 
heavy-handed propaganda 
extravaganzas. 

“There's a way to say what you 
want to say," said the soft- 
spoken Xie in an interview at the 
Beijing Film Academy, where he 
serves as vice-president and 
professor in the directing depart- 


ment. “You just have to find that 
narrow channel of opportunity 
and make the best of it when it 
arises.” 

Xie's latest film. The Year of 
Bad Luck, testifies to his patience 
and persistence. Based on a 
popular novel. The Year of Bad 
Luck depicts the tragic fate of a 
young ex-convict who tries to 
lead an honest life as a private 
entrepreneur against overwhel- 
ming odds. 

Actor Jiang Wen, China's 
leading film star at only 26, gives 
moving performance as the frus- 
trated, lonely ex-con. 

The film has won praise from 
the young, urban audience for 
whom it was intended. Young 
Chinese viewers say they identify 
with what they see as the spiritual 
emptiness and alienation grip- 
ping Jiang Wen’s character. 

Their response is all the more 
potent in the aftermath of June's 
violent crackdown. Popular 
resentment of the government 
runs high in Beijing, where the 
movie is set. 

Naturally, the film's recrea- 
tion of a seedy pri vale entrepren- 
eur society, featuring wheeling 
and dealing m amoral material- 
istic surroundings, created 
problems for the censors. 

In one scene, Jiang, wearing 
dark glasses, sits flipping idly 
through pornographic 

magazines while a state radio 
broadcast on strengthening anti- 
pom propaganda drones in the 
background. The juxtaposition 
brought giggles from Chinese 
viewers. 

Xie, who spent a year at the 
University of Southern Califor- 
nia in Los Angeles teaching a 
course on Chinese film, is acutely 
aware of the difficulties Chinese 
filmmakers face. 

“In China, there are three 
motives for making movies: 
politics, money, and art Hie 
question is how to balance the 
three,” he said. 

“The best solution is to make 
money-makers first, then do art- 
istic films. I’m trying to keep my 
distance from politics.” 


Jiang Wen: China’s De Niro 


leading actor. Jiang Wen, quit smoking for 
a mailer of seconds. 

; an accident I was talking to a friend who 
1 couldn't stop smoking if I tried." he 

d I bet I could. I was in the middle of a 
: at the time and I put it outright there. Thai 

icident is illustrative of Jiang's resolve. 
t26. the Beijingnativeis widelyaedaimedas 
most talented actor, proving his versatility 
ranging from a rugged peasant to an ex- 
,0 a 60-year-old greybeard, 
ily built far from the conventionally hand- 
juare-jawed types who dominate China's 
Teens, Jiang’s most prominent feature are 
mous ears. Moreover, he was trained as a 
-former,. not a film actor, graduating from 
central academy of drama in 1984. __ 
has won unanimous praise from crilits and 
s for throwing himself inio roles so 
lily that his co-actors are drawn in. The 
;trikingly natural and convincing in a coun- 
» stagey, overblown acting remains the rule, 
j’s no one To match him," said veteran 
fte Fei, who directed Jiang in his latest film, 
i such a finely developed artistic sense.” 


As American actor Robert de Niro did for his role 
in Raging Bull. Jiang has been known to go to 
extremes to alter his physical appearance, once 
rubbing his forehead raw for a fight scene in lieu of 


[though Jiang has appeared regularly in films 
since 1985, winning top Chinese awards for best 
actor in 1988 and 1989, his talents have gone largely 
unnoticed in the West. 

As co-star in Red Sorghum," released in the 
United States in 1988 to mixed reviews, Jiang's 
performance was overshadowed by the attention 
lavished on creative young director Zhang Yimou. 

That may change with bis latest film. The Year of 
Bad Luck." in which he gives his most compelling 
performance. The film recently won a silver bear 
award at Berlin’s annual film festival, and several 
prints already have been sold abroad. 

Jiang, who looks ill at ease during public 
appearances and says he had difficulty coming to 
terms with his recent fame, has his own theory on 
why acting affords him so much satisfaction. 

“I think all artists are dissatisfied with life," he 
said. “They crave something beyond what they’ve 
got, beyond daily life, so they create something to 
make up for the lack. 

“I’m like that too. Acting makes me feel better.” 



FAMILY DOCTOR 

By DR ALLAN BRUCKHEIM 


QUESTION: J was fold that a woman who is breast- 
feeding her child should, under no circumstances, lose 
weight. I'm nursing 5-month-old now and am approx- 
imately 25 pounds overweight. I'm seriously considering 
continuing 10 breast-feed my infant beyond the first six 
months, but I can't live with the extra weight. If I do lose 
weight, could it possibly harm either the baby or mysell? 
Thank you for your consideration. 

Answer; I have heard of [he admonition against weight 
loss that you refer 10 , and am happy that information may 
not be loo widespread because it’s wrong. The weight 
gained during a normal pregnancy is there for a special 
reason, to provide the mother with the nutritional reserves 
necessary to provide her baby with the nourishment gained 
through breast-feeding. Ask any woman who hasn't 
breast-fed her infant about the troubles returning to pre- 
pregnancy weight levels and you will understand that your 
decision has been the right 

You certainly can lose weight without danger royourself 
or baby . The only caution I would ha ve is not to try to crash 
diet to reduce your weight, but to increase your activity 
gradually and continue to nurse as before. This will lead to 
a gradual and safe weight loss. 

Just to check ray information I contacted La Lee he 
International (P.O. Box 1209, Franklin Park, 111. 60131- 
8209, for you and others who ma y wish more informal ion ) 
and they connected me with Doris Esposito, who discussed 
this with me and gave some additional information. 

By providing your infant with its daily nutriti onal needs, 
you're burning up about 700 calories. That adds up to 
about a 1 -pound weight loss every five days, if you eat only 


WEIGHT LOSS IS A NATURAL 
RESULT OF BREAST-FEEDING 


the amount of food your body consumes for its own 
metabolism. Your 25-pound excess will just about begone 
by the time you breast-feed your infant for four more 
months. Give" or take an extra "snack here and there. youH 
probably come out even after six months and bestow upon 
your baby the head Stan that only mothers can provide. 
ACROSS MY DESK: Frequently 1 receive letters that ask 
about the quality of care that can be obtained in smaller 
community hospitals compared with that available in 
larger university centers or tertiary care referral centers. 
An article in the most recent issue of the Journal of The 
American Board of Family Practice, written by Dr George 
J.Taylorand his collaborators from the Prairie Cardiovas- 
cular Center and the Southern University School of 
Medicine. Springfield. III., compares the result of clot 
dissolving treatment in patients with acute heart attacks, 
administered in both small community hospitals and a 
major medical center. 

A study that ran from September 1982 to December 
1987. involving 1,012 patients, showed that the nsults 
were remarkably similar in the accuracy of diagnosis and 
outcome of the treatment. Even the statistics about com- 
plications were about the same. While the authors con- 
cluded that primary care physicians could use this 
in tra venous therapy as effectively and safely in comm unity 
hospitals as cardiologists in referral centers, they also 
believed that results could be even better if treatment could 
have been started earlier. Improved awareness of the 
symptoms of a heart attack by patients could reduce 
treatmentdelaysand improve thechancesof their survival. 
1990 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


Egypt’s frontiersmen 

A link in border security 


HURGH ADA, Egypt, (Reuter h The four-legged mem- 
ber of the team is tall, slow, shaggy — and belches 
frequently. 

Heisa 10-year-old white camel striding slowly along a 
windswept stretch of inhospitable desert bordering the 
Red Sea. 

His master walks ahead, intently studying the stony 
ground. 

It is a team effort. The camel, called “peugeoi,” 
normally carries Mohammed Salahuddin, a highly 
specialised tracker, for about seven hours on a daily 
patrol covering some 50 km (30 miles). 

When tracks are dearly visible. Salahuddin can leave 
“Peugeot" to follow them, otherwise the two-legged 
partner in Egypt's frontier guard force must dismount 
and walk. 

“1 know what a man’s footprints mean and whether 
they are two hours ora day old.” said Salahuddin. “1 can 
tell from the indentations left by his feet if the man was 
running, or was injured. I know if he was armed, earring 
something in his arms or on his back." 

Every day, wherever Egypt borders slice through rug- 
ged mountain or waterless desert, teams of individual 
soldiers and their camels set out from their lonely out- 
posts. trekking to the next position in the morning and 
back again the same evening, searching for signs of illicit 
intrusion. 

Apart from his portable radio and Kalashnikov rifle, 
Salahuddin differs little in appearance from the men first 
recraited for the frontier force set up in 1917 by a Briton, 
Major-General Chariton Spinks. 

Salahuddin wears a brown turban, a heavy frock coat, 
puttees and a leather bandolier containing clips of 
ammunition. 

Drug traffickers, gun-runners, suboteurs. guerrillas 
— anyone who attempts to enter Egypt illegally will 
come up against the frontier guards. 

Bui there is much more to this arm of the Egyptian 
armed forces than camels and trackers, both recruited 
from southern Egypt. 

Intruders face an armada of fast patrol boats, helicop- 
ters and four-wheel drive vehicles equipped with mobile 
radars and night vision devices. 

The man-and-camai unit or "hagana” is simply one 
link in the chain of border security. 

In war. the force provides an early warning trip-wire. 
It also acts as reconnaissance units or a blocking force in 
rough terrain. In peace, duties are complex and varied. 

One frontier intelligence officer told Reuters smug- 
glers offered him 600.000 Egyptian pounds (230.000 
dollars) to “look the other way .** 


Over three months he won their confidence, finally 
trapping the criminals with the use of hidden cameras 
and microphones and intercepting one of the world’s 
biggest hauls of drugs — five tonnes of hashish brougfa in 
from the Mediterranean last year. 

Hashish and opium are usually dropped from a smug- 
gler’s boat in a pre-arranged spot after dusk, the drugs 
hidden in tyres and covered in black polythene. 

The tyres float, and protect the drugs from razor- 
sharp coral reefs and rocks until the consignment is 
picked up by the drug ring's local distributors. 

But little gets through now-a-days. 

One senior frontier force officer said his men had a 
success rate of 85 per cent in stopping shipments to the 
Egyptian drugs market, largely through sound detective 
. work, undercover surveillance and a vast network of 
contacts and informers. 

The force’s work does not end there. When a car is lost 
during an international desert rally, the frontier force 
goes in. When a yacht founders on a reef, the force — 
which includes the country's coast guard — responds to 
the Mayday call. 

The Red Sea area is particularly active. Not only do 
the constant sun and warm sea bring thousands of 
tourists to its beaches and marinas, but fishing is an 
important industry . 

Protecting fisheries from foreign intruders and ensur- 
ing that local fleets do not use illegal fishing methods is 
part of a day’s work for a frontier force officer. 

fie must know the coun try's nature conserve tion laws, 
making sure that falconers do not try to trap the desert's 
Shahine hawk, a rare bird that can fetch 20,000 dollars in 
the Gulf. 

Hours are long but there was no mistaking the esprit 
de corps during four days spent with the force. 

A unit commander will probably get through bis 
routine paperwork by early afternoon. But he will be 
lucky to gel to bed before midnight. The telephones keep 
on ringing. 

A fishing boat has been seen loitering in a prohibited 
area, a foreign yacht is in trouble, a freighter has been 
accidentally damaged and a suspicious object has 
washed up on a beach — all incidents in one night. 

One officer, a former member of Egypt's crack com- 
mandos and in his younger days a star footballer, 
covered 50,000 km (30.000 miles) in his jeep over nine 
months on various undercover assignments. 

“It's the variety and knowing ihe job matters that 
keeps us going,” he said. 



A member of ihe froniir?r force walks in front of his camel carrying a radio and a rifle. 
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The Babylon Gate: past glory 

By George D. Moffett ITT 


A part of Nebuchadnezzar's Palace that was rebuilt 


Nebuchadnezzar's Pal2ce. yet to be constructed 


BABYLON, Iraq, (CSM): Eager 
to reclaim the glories of its 
ancient past. Iraq is now translat- 
ing its most fabled 
archaeological site into one of its 
biggest tourist attractions. 

Babylon — “that great city 
that was clothed in fine linen and 
purple" — has been brought 
back to life after a 2.000 year nap 
with an ambitious S25 million 
development programme that 
has produced feelings of pride in 
Iraq and criticism from some 
archaeologists, who fear that 
commercialism may diminish its 
value to scholars. 

A leading city in 
Mesopotamia, the fertile plain 
between the Tigris and 
Euphrates rivers where Western 
civilization was bom. Babylon 
was briefly the capital of one of 
the most powerful empires in the 
ancient world. Even today it is a 
symbol both of lavish splendour 
and moral decadence. 

Although the site of Babylon, 
an hour's drive south of the 
capita) of Baghdad, has been 
known locally ’through history, 
no serious excavations were 
undertaken until a German 
expedition began digging in the 
late 1800s. leaving behind the 
exposed ruins of several palaces 
and temples. 

In 1979. Iraq launched its own 
project to restore Babylon to a 
more •» isibie grandeur. 

The centrepiece of the recon- 
struction effort is the massive 
southern palace of Nebuchad- 
nezzar 1 1. Babylon's mo si power- 


Iraq tries to reclaim the 


which haie given a surprisingly 
complete picture of the layout of 
the Mesopotamian capital: the 






location of major buildings, the 
course of the Euphrates (which 


glories of its ancient past 







ful king, who conquered 


Jerusalem and carried the Jews 
into their second captivity. Built 
around five huge courtyards, the 
palace walls have been recon- 
structed to a height of between 24 
and 42 feet with new bricks, 
many bearing the inscription 
“restored in the era of Saddam 
Hussein." Iraq's current 
president. 


The reconstruction plan also 
calls for hotels, restaurants, and 
other tourist facilities designed 
to make Babylon one of the big- 
gest attractions in the region. 


The government has even 
offered a SI. 5 million prize to 
anyone who can match the tech- 
nology used to elevate Euphrates 
water’ to Babylon's legendary 
hanging gardens, cited by the 
Greek historian Herodotus as 
one or the seven wonders of the 
world. No remains of the gardens 
have been found but some 
Babylon experts believe they 
may’ have been constructed over 
one wing of the southern palace. 

The ambitious development 
scheme has concerned some 
archaeologists, who worry about 
the possible crush of tourists and 
prefer to let imagination based 
on unreconstructed ruins — 
rather than possibly faulty 
designs — be the guide to what 
Nebuchadnezzar's Babylon may 
have looked like. 

“Once you turn a site like this 
into a major tourist attraction it 
ceases to be an archaeological 
site.” says a Western archaeolog- 


The Amphitheatre 
ist who regularly excavates in 
Iraq. 

Iraqi officials in charge or the 
project insist that Babylon needs 
to be comprehensible to the 
nonspecialist for whom piles of 
ancient rubble would mean little. 
“Before, all there was was dust 


prominence nearly 4.000 years 
ago under a dynasty that 
included Hammurabi, the law- 
giver. who made it the capital of a 
kingdom comprising all of 
southern Mesopotamia. Alth- 
ough the famous obelisk bearing 
Hammurabi's code of laws was 


and palm trees: everyone was dis- found in Persia (Iran) and now _ 



appointed when they saw 
Babylon." says the director of 
Iraq’s Department of 
Antiquities. Mouayad Said, of 
the improvements made at the 
site. 

“What we did was completely 
scientific work." adds Dr Said, 
who says only "reasonable" 
designs were used for the recon- 
struction. new materials were 
kept visibly distinct from the old. 
and roofs, plaster, trim, and win- 
dows were left out to maintain 
the integrity of the work. 

“We are scientists, not buil- 
ders." he says. 

Babylon first came into 


46 m the Louvre in Paris, the- 
ruins of “old" Babylon are lar- 
gely inaccessible because of high 
levels of groundwater. 

Tourists 

The Babylon visible to tourists 
today is largely the work of neo- 
Babylonian raonarchs including 
Nebuchadnezzar, who during 
his 43-year-reign (605-562 BC) 
literally covered over many exist- 
ing buildings to create his grand 
city. 

“Whal strikes you is the gigan- 
tic scale of Nebuchadnezzar's 
undertaking,” says the Western 
archaeologist. The city at its zen- 
ith had a population of one 


•■£ rebuilt en’^rjg Jo. iNebo- 
chadnezzatt’Palace 

million and covered an area of 
nearly 8 square miles, it strad- 
dled ihe Euphrates and was 
entirely surrounded by massive 
defensive walls. 

Before the modern excava- 
tions were begun, what was 
known of ancient Babylon was 
gleaned from classical writers 
like Herodotus, who may or may 
not have actually visited the city. 

Since the digging began, frag- 
ments of hundreds of day cun- 
eiform tablets have been unear- 
thed, many written by Babylon- 
ian priests and court historians. 


has now shifted several hundred 
yards' to the west), the site of 
bridges, canals and temples. 

In this teeming metropolis, 
according to the Biblical 
account, one Hebrew captive. 
Daniel, was elevated to political 
prominence and later thrown to 
the lions, while three others, 
Shadrach. Meshach, and Abed- 
nego were cast into the furnace of 
ref using to worship the long's 
idol. After making Babylon ms 
own capital 300 years later, Alex- 
ander the Great died in Nebu- 
chadnezzar's southern palace. 

Centre 

The centre of the empire, 
Babylon in its brief heyday, 
which lasted until it was con- 
quered by the Persians under ' 
Cyrus in 539 BC. was also a place 
where science and philosophy, 
mathematics and astronomy 
flourished. 

“Babylon deserves more than 
the curses it has received," says 
Said. “It gathered all the 
experience of the andent world.” 

In addition to the southern 
palace, the reconstruction 
indudes a half-size replica of the 
great Ishtar Gate through which 
passed Babylon's main ceremon- 
ial thoroughfare. Procession 
Way, also visible today. Alth- 
ough unpainted bulls and 
dragons can be seen on remnants 
of the original gate, the briliianf 
blue enaraegd bricks: that ador- 
ned it were caned off to Berlin's 
Pergamum Museum at the time 
of the German excavation. 

Nearby, in a shallow pool of 
water, lie the foundation stones 
of a 300-fool tower that was con- 
structed in the sixth century BC 
on w hat archaeologists say could 
be thesite of thelegendaiy Tower 
of Babe! referred to in Genesis. 

A model based on the ground 
plan recovered at the site, plus 
dozens of artists' conceptions of 
the tower “whose top may reach 
unto heaven,” may be seen in a 
small museum adjacent to the 
southern palace. 
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Ninmakh's Temple. 


On the track of 

virus 



LONDON, (LPS): The energy-sapping condition knowft is ME— 
short for myalgic encephalomyelitis — has been confirmed by- * 
research team from the neurology department at Glasgow Southerr 
General Hospital in ScotiaorfUntiJn^ about MI 

has been divided with many 

has found traces of avihis Jif J fflfferS thgt,^^^l 
explain their severe fatigiK. sfn^daaedtw 

syndrome as severe chrome fatigue lasting from one to several years 
with or without psychiatric complications, and precipitated by a 
definite viral infection. ... T J - V '^r. : ; - V : : 

;; His patients were compared with -.those ^ffering_ from severe 
depression, auto-immune and rheumatoid cUsordere^ welf as heal ■ 

.1 — * — I— IT. nli&in HiapltAn'ttviMn'k f*QJ 


viruses in their muscle. 

yp 

than 


This technique is able to amplify DNA or genetic molecules more 
an a miUionibld andhasalready been Bsedsuccessfitijy toidentify 
„_netic material in blood stains, hairandsperm. prtbeAIDS virus in 
I , paijents whaapyjear to be HTV negative. >. ■>- . ■/Jsip " - : ~ - 

I: .*• • -■ 


H /The Glasgow '-^searchers fo&jd’ looked, . at 

i-Ln.-:.*.— i musdeceUs trfMEaxEfi^^^flieyCoUndJhattliceneTgy- 

tus df the cell was abnormal-Tn3Gper cent of cases. 


proaua ng apparai 
they identified the presence 
the Coxsackie viruses- 




yirusm 
.but we 


cell, the mitochondria, which is damaged. These: fialmgs.are sg 


pomtthewuytoftiitberreseaitiuT — - : • 

. The professor has just presented thcse prelnmnary results of th* 
team's work to the international Meeting on Chronic Viral Tati gw 
Syndrome held in Cos Angeles (February 18). He stressed thal tlu 
Coxsackie virus is not the quly vinii Bkdy to be involved in ME 
Future research will look for the herpes zoster virus, which pauses 
chicken pox aud shinglc in muscle tissue^ - " r - 


Sistine Chapel 


Freed from centuries of dust and smoke 


VATICAN CITY, t Agencies); The Vatican on 
Friday unveiled a muri-millicm-dollar restora- 
tion — paid for by a Japanese television net- 
work — or one of the world's greatest an 
treasures, the ceiling Michelangelo painted for 
the Sistine Chapel. 

For the first time in hundredsof years visitors 
will see the whole mammoth fresco in its 
original dazzling colours, freed from four cen- 
turies of dust and candle-smoke. 

The Renaissance master took more than 30 
years between 1 508 and 1 541 to paint the story' 
of how God created the world and chased Adam 
and Eve from paradise. 

Asked if the end result put to rest a bitter 
controversy over whether ihe S3-miliion. 10- 
year restoration damaged the frescoes, project 


director Fabrizio Mancinelli told a news con- 
ference: 

“We don't want toenter into controversy. We 
did our best, and now we will explain what we 
did with an international conference of expens 
in Rome and an exhibition.'* 

Smoke from the candies, braziers and torches 
lighting papal services and conclaves to choosy 
a new pope quickly dulled Michelangelo's 
work. 

Dampness and thick layers of yellowing varn- 
ish liberally splashed on by would-be restorers 
over the centuries darkened his bright oranges 
and yellows even more. 

An exhibition on the restoration, which Pope 
John Paul opened on Saturday . boasts a life- 
size copy of one section which sbows how 


Michelangelo, standing on a platform with his 
head thrown back, had to paint huge, distorted 
figures to make them look life-like from below. 


Scaffolding has already been erected in the 
Chapel to clean the 160 square metres (1.800 
square feetl of the violent “Last Judgement” on 
the Chapel's alter wall — a swirling vision of 
earth, heaven and hell it took Michelangelo 
seven years to paint. 

Vatican Museums' director Carlo Pietrangeli 
said it could lake four years to restore this work 
showing 300 figures, the good rising to heaven 
and the evil falling to hell, writhing as a forbid- 
ding Christ casts them into the bands of ugly 
devils. 

The restorers were reluctant to be drawn on 
whether they would strip away the veils popes 


ordered painted over the bodies' genitals. 

But Mancinelli said some veils added in the 
lfth century could not be removed because 
their artist used the same fresco technique as 
Michelangelo. 

“If 1 took those off. I'd have to makea hole in 
tee panel. I shouldn'. think you want me to do 
that,” he said. 

Some 16th century church officials were 
shocked by the nude figures in tee “Last Judg- 
ment.” and in 1564. Pope Pius IV ordered tee 
most “indecent" nudes to be covered up by 
artist Daniele da Vollerra. 

Some art experts argue tee loincloths should 
now be removed, but Mancinelli said the 
"rules'* of Italian restoration call for all essen- 
tial elements of an artwork to be maintained. 



A combo of detail of Michelangelo's paintings onthe vault of the SistineChapel before (left) and the sam 
• • details after restoration of works. 


English terms are big 
players at EC briefings 


Blending French and English 


BRUSSELS (UPll: French, with subtle words like 
“detente." has long been the language of diplomacy, 
but some noi-so-delicaie English terms are also big 
players at the European Community. 

The daily EEC briefings are given in French but 


i cations is called 'i.i directive ONP. Available 
credits from the International Monetary Fund are 


"les credits standby." 
“Off the record*' is s 


some oft-used phrases would hardly please “the 40 

■ “ r tr - - 


immortals" of the Academie Franchise, the con- 
servative watchdogs of the French language. 

Terms like “anti-dumping," “fact-finding mis- 
sion" and “task force" are staples at the noontime 
briefings. 

Others heard ofVn include “mid-term review" 
and “disputes-settlemenL procedure," a mouthful 
sure to wake up a drowsy reporter lulled into a 
dreamland by sweetly serenading French on a slow 
news day. 

To those whose native tongue is English, the 
briefings sound like a group of foreign tourists 
seeking directions in New York or London; terms 
like "Empire Slate Building" or "Buckingham 
Palace" stand out like moonbeams amid otherwise 
exotic dialect. 

A mix of English and French is common at the 
EEC. sometimes using initials; legislation dealing 
with an “open network provision" in lelecommun- 


— ... _ a fixture at the briefings, 

sometimes used in a blinding blend of French and 
English . 


One spokesman often says, jesuis off ' (l am off 

l for 


the record), mutters a few remarks not for publica- 
tion, then proclaims, “je suis -on" to signify the 
briefing is back on the record. At times it's rapid fire, 
with just a few of usable information squeezed in 
between "jesuis 'on'" and ""jesuis 'off". 

Many of the European Economic Community 's 
most-used Angloisrosstem from the 97-nation Gen- 
eral Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, which con- 
ducts its business in English. 

“Whatever term is first on the market is the one 
that everybody uses," says Isabelle Le MoaJ. an 
EEC spokesman from Brittany in northwestern 
France. 

With some concepts, like “anti-dumping," there 
is no suitable French term, in other cases, like 
“background briefing," the English expression has 
simply taken on a life of its own. 




LjlillL-' 



WARNER Bros, set an all-time 
movie industry record this 
month when its films were shown 
across 6,876 of the 23.000 screens 
in the United States and Canada. 

Films contributing to the 
record number of theatre 
play dates were Joe versus the vol- 
cano. Driving Miss Daisy. Hard 
to Kill. Lambada. Tango & Cash. 
Men Don ’t Leave, National Lam- 
poon's Christmas Vacation and 
Roger & Me. 

Still playing in the theatres are 
such Warner holdovers as Bat- 
man" and Lethal Weapon 2. 
accounting for 80 screens bet- 
ween them. 

Keaton cast 

Michael Keaton, star of last 
year’s blockbuster Batman, will 
play a different kindoflawenfor- 
cer in the crime drama One Good 
Cop for Disney's Holywood pic- . 
tures. 

One Good Cop vi 11 be Keaton s 
first film project for the Walt 
Disney studios as well as the 
directorial debut of screen writer- 
aulhor Heywood Gould, who 
wrote the screenplay for cocktail. 

Keaton will play a hardened 
New York city detective who is 
suddenly given the custody of 
three young giris when his long- 


time partner is killed in the line of 
duty. 

Previn and Jazz 
Pianist-conductor Andre 
Previo heads back into the studio 
this month to record his second 
jazz album in as many years for 
the Telarc label. 

The new recording."£?r<y the 
Rainbow, will celebrate the music 
of Harold Arlen. Last year's 
highly regarded session. After 
Hours, with bassist Ray Brown 
and guitarist Joe Pass, was 
Previn's first jazz recording in 
three decades. 

Back in the platinum 
Quincy Jones's all-star con- 
ceptual album Back on the Block 
has gone platinum, as certified by 
the recording industry Associa- 
tion of America for selling more 
than one million copies. 

The funk-jazz-pop-rap album 
features tee Chaka Khan-Ray 
Charles hit I’ll Be Good to You " 
and a new single. Secret Garden. 
with James Ingram. El Debarge. 
Barry While and A1 B. Sure. 

Burr role 

Raymond Burr will play a rare 
comedy role iii Delirious, a new 
movie starring John Candy. 
Mariel Hemingway and Emma 
Samms. 


Burr will be seen as the 
patriarch of a family of charac- 
ters who exist onlv in the mind of 
a soap opera writer played by 
Candy, but who somehow comes 
to life’ 

For ihe past five years Burr has 
played his Perry Mason role m 
several two-hour movies' for 
television. In addition u> his 
series. Burr has appeared ohsuch 
TV shows as Kingston. 79 Park 
Are. and Centennial. ■ . . 

Star team .. 

James Earl Jones and Richard 
Crenna will team up to star in 
Last Flight Out for NBC-TV.-a 
two-hour film dealing with, a 
group of Americans.who risked 
their lives to save 500 Vietnamese 
civilians. 

The story involves the fact- 
based drama of the men aboard 


wilt be honoured April 1 1 with a 
Carnegie Hall 


tee last commercial flight out of 
lien 


Saigon in 1975. which carried 
both Vietnamese- citizens and 


Americans out of the country. ; 

A Iso a ppea ringinihe large cast 
are Hamg S. Ngpr, Arliss 
Howard, Eric Bogosian. 
Rosalind Chao, Elizabeth Lind- 
sey. Bary Corbin and Molly 
Hagen. 

Won sainte 

Jazz producer George Weia 


musical salute at „ 

for his contributions to theenter- 
tainemnt industry. - 

All-star performers at the 
event include Joe Williams, 
Wynton Marsalis, . Dianne 
Reeves. Billy Taylor, David San- 
born, George Benson. Jon Fad- 
dis, Tito Puente, Stanley Jordan 
and Bill Cosby. 

The event is a benefit for 
.. WBGO-FM in Newark, NJ. T the 
prime jazz station . in 
.Metropolitan New York. 

_ Fox feat 

The Fox Broadcasting Com- 
pany has been awarded a three- 
year contract to broadcast the 
annual primetime Emmy 
Awards of the 'Academy of 
Television Arts & Sciences. 

The contract calls for Fox to 
telecast annually in Los Angeles 
and New York the Academy's 
previously non-televised presen- 
. tations of Emmy Awards for 
creative arts categories. These 
awards will also air in primetime 

over Fox owned stations. KTTV 

m Los Angeles and WNYW-TV 
in New York. 

- An Academy spokesman 
- announced that, the annual 

"Television Academv Hall of 


. Fame” presentations; Broadcast 
by Fox for the past threee years, 
will not be broadcast by Fox this 
year'. / 

Wahl Graduates 
Ken Wahl, ' star of- -TV’s 
Wiseguy series, isihelatestsmall 
screen star to maye.uptofeaimre 
films witebisasrienneiittQpIay 
the lead in The Taking ofBeveriy 
Hills. ■ --- • ‘'-A-v-r''-'-. Vi, 
Co-starring with Wahl in the 
action adventure drama .are 
Harley Kozak, currently work- 
ing in StevenSpielbcM’s^riteA- 
niphobta, and • Mik;^re«rer 
Max Headroom fimet .V ' ’ 
TbetakingpFBeverjy 
• be directed -by Sidney?. F rfryind 

deals with a massive sting opera- 
tion to plunderthew^thof one 
of America'sriehKtatjes. / ■ f, 


Dancers -’Ann . ’ Ranking' 
tith 


Marge ' Champion : &ui Judi 
Jamison will jrosEa gaJfl fttedr 
raiser April tt ai lfae Waldorf: 
Aitoria’sjtariigbf room to has- 
efit the :Jacqb , s^Klf6w 1 ; Dance 
festival m.Bbdic^S*^^ 
Proceeds, froth. 

ticket; rienLjirih: benefit 

inaiigtfral 

new, 1 50-siat‘ ^adio#ea^ : - : 
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ACROSS 
1 Your majesty! 

5 Impudent 
10 October 
birttatone 

14 Sbviet 
mountains 

15 Alpine crest 

16 Leningrad's 
river 

17 Burlesque 
queens, often 

19 Walked 

20 Mean 

21 Baffle 

23 Social worker 
Jacob 

25 Entertainer 
Zadora 

26 Heads of hair 
29 Always, to 

Shelley 

31 Razing remains 

36 "Gotcha!" 

37 Crane's kin 

39 Skirt inserts 

40 With “The", 
ballet music 
from 

“La Giaconda" 

43 Of a district 

44 Peter, Paul or 
Patrick 

45 Shoe section 

46 Actor Kart 

48 No, for 
one: Abbr. 

49 Attention- 
getters 

50 Classic car 
52 Gunnery 

command 
54 Laundry 
employee 
58 Approached 

62 Flow from a 
volcano 

63 As t airo R ogers • 
arena 

66 Augury 

67 Sidestep 

68 Laboratory 
heater 


69 Baton 

70 Stop 

71 Musical symbol 

DOWN 

1 Mohammedan 
mystic 

2 Oil-producing 
land 

3 Blow off steam 

4 Church officials 

5 Padres' home 

6 Curve 

7 Bishopric 

8 Boot loop 

9 Willing 
response 

10 Not fooled 

11 Andes country 

12 The Bard's river 

13 “The Glass 
Key" star 

18 Black bird 
22 Instructed 
24 Feudal farm 
workers 

26 Letter opener 

27 “Butterfield 8" 
author 

28 Door section 
30 Work on 

leather 


32 Ghostly sound 

33 Savage 

34 Painter 
Neiman 

35 Slalom 
curves 

37 Conger chasers 

38 Second-story 
man 

41 No gentleman 
he 

42 Casey Jones, 
e.g. 

47 Required 

49 Doctor or 
shaman 

51 Papal 
cape 

53 Ump's relative 

54 Farm implement 

55 Vishnu 
incarnate 

56 Ready for a 
tie-breaker - 

57 Novelist 
George 

59 Teaching 
method 

60 L-o-n-g times 

61 Mild oath 

64 Cashew 

65 B-F connection 


ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE: 
FILI I [P 
A 


£ 

A 


BA 


Ml 


LI 


A R 


AD RE 


HanDjaHoannaHHHa 



mcuam 



TIME AND TIDE WONT WATT 


Both vulnerable- North deals. 
NORTH 

* A J 5 3 
9 A 7 5 3 
0 Q 

* AQ63 

WEST EAST 

*94 * Q 10 8 2 

9 Q 10 9 8 4 9 3 

0 A J 3 0654 

*842 * J 10 9 7 5 

SOUTH 

* K 7 6 
9 K 6 2 

0 K 10 9 8 7 2 

* K 


The bidding: 
North East 

South 

West 

1 * Pass 

1 O 

Pass 

1 9 Pass 

2 NT 

Pass 

3 NT Pass 

Pass 

Pass 

Opening lead: Ten of 9 


In bridge, as in chess, time can be 
critically important. Lose a tempo 
and a winning position can deterio- 
rate rapidly. 

Any inclination North might have 
had toward slam cooled after 
South’s first two bids. The fact 
there was no eight-card fit available 
made the possibility of 12 tricks re- 
mote, so North settled for game in 
no trump, thinking it would prove 
child's play. 

West led the top of the interior 
heart sequence and declarer made a 


shrewd move by allowing East’s 
jack to hold. When a cj'ub came 
back, declarer was a tempo ahead in 
the game — North-South ref-ained at 
least two stoppers in every suit and 
there were only two carcfc to be 
forced out in the long suit. 

Declarer continued with a low di- 
amond, West followed low and 
dummy's queen won, but declarer 
had squandered his advantage. 
South now needed three entries to 
hand to establish and run the dia- 
mond suit, but only two were avail- 
able. No matter how declarer 
squirmed, there was no way to ful- 
fill the contract when the defenders 
made no mistakes. 

Since declarer, to all intents and 
purposes, would have to lose two 
diamond tricks, the spots in the suit 
should have been used to belter ad- 
vantage. At trick three Southi should 
have led the king of diamonds from 
hand, smothering the table's; queen 
and the defenders would have been 
forced to concede. A holdup would 
have been useless, for de-clarer 
would simply have continued with 
the ten. 

Once the defenders took: one of 
their diamond tricks, declarer 
would still have an entry to hand 
with a major-suit king to force out 
the remaining diamond stopper acid 
another to run the winning tricks Ln 
the suit, thus taking 10 tricks in all.. 





Something yon thought had 
already been done still remains to 
be done so that time is at a 
premium. Something wifl happen 
that can easily be used to boost 
your spirits. Complacency and 
smugness are to be combatted. Be 



Not everything is the way you 
would like it to be. Never mind, 
what is could have been much 
worse. Your lucky numbers are 18 
and 24. Do not do anything that 


your i 
able. 



You have far less time than you 
thought you had so do not adopt a 
too leisurely pace. You will be able 
to find a workable solution to a 
problem that cannot be altogether 
solved, at least not in the short 
term. Avoid making promises that 
would be hard to keep. Be kind. 


You will need all the energy you 
can summon so avoid dissipating 
any of it. You must take the best 
possible care of your health. Do not 
delay, if you do you wfll miss a good 
opportunity. Be polite. 



You should avoid exposing 
yourself to infection, but do not 
become too obsessed by it. Make 
sure yon do not eat any food that is 
on the stale side. Try to avoid exces- 
sive noise, and do not yourself 
make noise. Be helpful 



You will not gain any dividends 
by being jealous of others. Instead 
work hard — if you do you will reap 
ample benefits. Make sure you do 
not exceed limits of safety or 
propriety. Be considerate. 


if you accept another’s hosp- 
itality make sure you show you are 
grateful. You should try to avoid 
gloomy thoughts, instead dwell on 
the bright side. Even though you 
feared the worst, it will not happen. 
Be tolerant. 



You should not be too quick to 
trust someone you do not know 
very well Avoid eating too many 
sweet or fatty things. Yon will get 
some welcome support and 
encouragement from a friend of 
yours. Be sincere. 



There will be a certain amount of 
confusion but if you keep your 
head you will be able to sort it out. 
There is no reason to give up hope, 
but it would be wrong to trust too 
much to luck. You should discuss 
matters more with your partner. Be 
reasonable. 


You will tend to be rather on the 
nervous side and should do all you 
can to calm yourself. Something 
yon have been seeking to learn 
some time will now come home to 
you. You would be wrong to take 
too much for granted. Be frank. 


Aquarius 

JM 19 - F,hr 19 


If you think you have plenty of 
time you do not, already for that 
very reason. Although at first you 
wiD be rather uncertain you will 
soon find something to reassure 
you. You should try to use a little 
more commonsense. Be respectful 


I Pisces 

fMr M - March X 


This is the time to make a few 
changes but you should consider 
them carefully first. You wfll have 
some good luck, but not quite in the 
direction where you thought you 
could do with it. Continue to have 
the courage of your convictions. Be 
consistent. 





“Just a few more minutes because 
Daddy's on the night shift." 



"Donald Trump's thinking of buying 
South America." 
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EVENTS 


A buyers’ guide to oriental 



By Diare Diaz 


N estled at iht top of the 
Arabian Gulf. Kuwait finds 
itself : in the midst of the world's 
richest rug producing region. 
Acco rdinely. handwoven textiles 
are readily available in this coun- 
try, wten - ~ but not always — at' 
prices far lower ^han would be 
found in Europe or the/Uniled 
Stales. 


For the expatriate who hasn't 
grow n up in a culture Lhal tea- 
ches the value and virtue of orien- 
tal carpets from an early age. the 
pros.peci of jumping into the rug 
buying market — where bargain- 
ing is < he key to financial survi val 
— ma y prove to be intimidating. 

However, with the help of a 
few ti ps an d plenty of time and 
patience, hunting for the perfect 
nrien tal rug collection in Kuwait 
can lie both fun and rewarding 
with- out being ruinous to the 
puck.etbook. 

Fur the first-time buyer, and 
those- who are simply toying with 
the idea of taking a piece of the 
Middle East home with them, 
buying an oriental rug may be as 
simple as walking into a carpet 
shop . picking a piece in the size 
and colour that fits your style, 
tjien paying the quoted price. 

This is certainly one way to do 
i». 


Rug merchants in Kuwait are 
the first to admit that this is 
rarely what happens when they 
sell their goods. 

■*No one walks in off the street 
and buys the first time. They look 
around in other stores, maybe 
come back three or four limes, 
then they buy," said Ali Asghar 
Kaffashan. owner of AI Balushi 
and Kaffashan Carpet Co. in the 
Souk AI Watya. 

And that should serve as the 
first clue to successful rug hunt- 
# ing: don't rush into anything. 

In fact, before heading to the 
old souk, to Salmiya. to the 
Friday market or any other 
shopping spots, the best place to 
start looking is probably a 
library or bookstore. There are 
dozens of books and references 
dealing with the subject of orien- 
tal rugs. 

If you're thinking of buying 
one of these references, beware: 


the thick, glossy books are often 
times more expensive than some 
of the handwoven rugs you 
might want to buy. But there are 
a number of books for in-house 
use at libraries such as the British 
Council. 

One book that may be worth 
purchasing is "Rugs to Riches: 
An Insider's Guide to Oriental 
Rugs" by Carolyn Bosly. It is a 
relatively small guide that is 
packed with useful information 
ranging from how to bargain to 
how to take care of your pur- 
chase. 

It's also important to have 
some idea of what typeofrugyou 
want and how much you’re will- 
ing to spend on it. There are 
literally hundreds of types of rugs 
that fall under the heading of 
oriental carpets. They range 
from bedouin tribal pieces, 
including those locally 
produced, to Persian carpets, 
some of which are considered the 
finest in the world. 

Handmade rugs from the 
Caucasus and Turkoman areas 
of the Soviet Union. Afghanis- 
tan. Turkey. India, Pakistan and 
China fall under the "oriental 
rug" heading as well. 

The only crucial element here 
is that the rugs must be hand- 
made in order to be considered 
the real thing. Machine-made 
rugs, even if manufactured in 
these countries, are not con- 
sidered real "oriental rugs" and 
do not fetch the same prices 
retail, or resale, as the handmade 


ones. 

With the research done, and 
some idea of what you're in the 
market for — bedouin, kelim, 
Persian, silk, etc — it's time to 
start shopping. There are dozens 
of carpet merchants in this coun- 
try. though many are in out-of- 
the-way and hard-to-find places. 

If you make it to their door, 
mostoffer a warm welcome and 
will gladly show you samples of 
their stock. 

The minute you step inside a 
shop, rug dealers and assistants 
wifi stari evaluating you as a 
potential customer. They will try 
to find out how much you know, 
or DON'T know, about rugs. 
They will ask questions to deter- 
mine your genuine interest and 
the amount of cash you're willi ng 


TELEVISION PROGRAMME 


KTV 1 


] 


MORNING 

9 3 0 The Opening and Holy 
Quran 

9.4i.» Sjh.ih At Kher new s 

9.50 Cartoon serial 

If). 1 5 Magazine D'Actualite 
(repetition! 

10.30 Varieties 

10.4? Cultural film 

11.15 Sabah AI Khcr news 

l : .20 Wadun Zaman A I 
Sami; Arabic serial 
(final pari) 

12.15 AI Malqouf: Local 
serial { final part) 

1 2.35 Sabah AI Kher news 

12.40 News Summary 

12.45 Holy Quran and 
Closedown 


10. 1 5 Lil Adala Wajh Akhar: 
daily Arabic serial 
(final part! 

1115 Variety Programme 

12.15 News Summary 
12.20 The World Today via 

Satellite 

12.45 Holy Quran and 
Closedown 


KTV 2 


6.00 

6.10 


6.30 


EVENING 

4. IX) The Opening and Holy 
Quran 

4.15 The World Today via 
Satellite ( repetition 1 

4.45 Cartoons 

5.15 Mama Anisa and Chil- 
dren: Local children 
programme, prepared 
by Samiya Moham- 
med and presented by 
Mama Anisa 

5.45 Night chemists. 
Airlines and Official 
advertisements 

6.00 Cultural film 

7.00 Varieties 

7.15 Holy Quran and 

Science: Religious 

programme, prepared 
and presented by 
Ahmad Shawqi 
Ibrahim 

8.00 Cultural serial 

8.30 Good Evening and 
local news 

9.00 News in Arabic 

9.45 Omsiyal AI Elhneen: 

Local weekly 

programme, prepared 
and presented bv 
Mohammed AI Barjes 


7.00 


7.30 
8.00 

8.30 


9.00 


10.00 


10.30 


12.00 

12.15 


Opening announce- 
ment and Holy Quran 
Winnie The Pooh. A 
cartoon series for Chil- 
dren 

Wild South "Swan 
Lake". A look at 
Swans and legends 
told about white and 
black coloured Swans 
Roving Report. A 
weekly round-up of 
local. Arab and inter- 
national news. 

Trap. "The Bonsai" 
News in English 
.Around the World. A 
variety of topics and 
events from all over 
the world... 

Tour of Duty. "Hard 
Stripes". Goldman, 
suspecting he and his 
men have been used by 
CIA agent. Jim Dayle. 
Homeroom. The tea- 
cher's mother comes 
to visit her son. He has 
to leach his younger 
brother a lesson... 

A Classical Movie. 
They Died with their 
Boots on. Starring: 
Errol Flynn. Olivia de 
Huviliaiid. Based on 
General Custers last 
stand against chief sit- 
ting Bull. Events lead- 
ing up to the Battle of 
Little Big Horn. 

News in Brief 
Magazine D'Actualite 


1 CIHEMA | 


AI Andalos 
Arabic film 
AI Safamiyah 
The Wild Pair 
AlHamra 
Arabic film 
Drive-in 
Arabic film 
AI Firdous 
Hisaab Khoon Ka 
Fahabeel Open 
Do Musafir 
Fahabeel 
The Hindenburg 
AI Jahra 
January Man 
Granada 
Distant Thunder 
Sulaibikfaat 
Iron Angels 
Jteeb 

Shahi Khandan 
Afamadi Drive-in 

The Ultimate Ninja 



Kuwait 
Shaab Ph. 

Fahd AI Salem St. 
lben Rushd Ph. 
Duaij Market 


Hawaii! & Nugra 

AI Khayam Ph. 
Beirut Si. 


Salmiya 
AI R ashed Ph. 
Amman St. 


Fahabeel 
Abu Halifa Ph. 
Coastal Rd. 
Farwaniya 
AI Taawon Ph. 

Main St. 

Jahra 

AI Abraj Ph. 

Dubil AI Khuzaei St. 


to put out for a piece. 

Here’s your chance to evaluate 
carpets up close. As Carolyn 
Bosly says in "Rugs to Riches." 
there is no precise formula for 
analysing the "quality" of a rug. 
but there are a half dozen ways to 
determine whether a rug is of 
high quality, poor quality or 
somewhere in between. 

These factors are knots per 
square inch, material used, 
design, colours, age and condi- 
tion. 

To figure the knot count, turn 
the rug over, and count the num- 
ber of knots in a horizontal run- 
ning inch (3 on), then do the 
same for a vertical running inch. 
Multiply the two numbers. The 
result is the number of knots per 
square inch. It's best to do in this 
in a number of places on the rug, 
since the weave may vary from 
section to section. 

A handmade rug can have as 
few as 20 knots per square inch or 
as many as 1.000 knots and up. 
though most rugs fall somewhere 
in between. A rug made in a small 
village may have an average of 
1 20 to 300 knots per square inch, 
while a rug made in a regular 
workshop may average 300 to 
500 knots per square inch. Tribal 
rugs tend to average 90 to 150 
knots. 

There are five basic materials 
which are used in making orien- 
tal rugs. They are wool, cotton, 
silk, jute, and animal hair. 

(The thread that is stretched 
lengthwise in the loom is called 
the "warp." It is crossed by weft 
threats, with the knots going in 
between for the weave. The 
fringe of a rug is the exposed 
portion of its warp. Thus it is 
simple to tell whether the warp is 
silk, cotton, jute, etc.) 

A rug with a silk pile on a silk 
warp is considered top of the line, 
and likewise fetches top of the 
line prices. The Kuwait market is 
seemingly flooded with silk rugs 
this year, and most of them are 
very ’fine Persian pieces made in 
the city of Qum. Turkish Hereke 
rugs are also in good supply here. 

Wool rugs can vary from very 
good to very poor quality depen- 
ding on the type of wool used. 
Kurk wool is considered the fin- 
est grade and can cost as much as 
a pure silk. The wool is shorn 



from lambs who are just eight to 
13 months old, and who graze in 
high mountain districts. 

Kurk wool rugs average 450 
knots per square inch and up. 
The wool is often used in conjun- 
ction with silk warp threads, as in 
many Persian Esfahan rugs. Very 
frequently the design itself is 
inlaid with silk, increasing the 
rug's quality and value. 

Regular wool rugs, which are 
not as soft and silky feeling as 
their Kurk wool counterparts, 
are most commonly found on a 
cotton warp. Silk inlay is also 
widely used on this type of rug, 
primarily in Persian pieces. 


dom fluff twice. Persian short 
pile rugs hardly fluff at all. 

If the same’ amount of wool 
fluffs up after repealing the 
process a third time, chances are 
it is dead wool bought cheaply 
from a slaughterhouse. 


Bad wool is something to be 
avoided at all costs. The poorest 
quality, referred to as tabachi, or 
"dead wool," is taken from dead 
sheep. The dead wool feels brittle 
and may actually break when 
stroked. Good wool feels very- 
springy. 


One way to test the quality of 
the wool is to rub it vigorously 
with your hand in the direction of 
the pile. After removing any fluff 
that comes offinitially. continue 
stroking the rug in the >ame 
direction. Good wool win sel- 


Analysing a rag's design is no: 
as clear cut as determining the 
quality of the wool- Remember 
that handmade rugs will never be 
as uniform as machine made rugs 
and they are not supposed to be. 
In fact, one wav to tefi whether a 
rug is handmade is to look, for 
minor discrepancies in the pat- 
tern. No two birds will be exactly 
alike. Rows of flowers may not 
be identical. These are not 
indications of poor quality . 

1 n judging designs, look for the 
amount of background that has 
been left undecorated. Also 
notice the intricacy of the design 
and the precision with which it 
has been drawn. 

The more space lh3i is covered 
by detail and design, the better. 
Rues with large, usdeccraied 
fields do not rate as high as rugs 
which are jammed with detail. 

This aces not necessarily mean 
that a rug with an undeco rated 


field is not of good quality. Many 
of the finest Persian silks are 
made with a central design on an . 
empty field with decorated bor- 
ders. However, another Persian 
sflk of similar quality but with a 
finely detailed design would 
unquestionably cost more and 
ultimately be worth more if you 
decided to sell it later. 


If the design of a rug has the 
overall effect ofbeing lopsided or 
crooked. it automatically drops 
in value no matter how finely 
detailed it is. 

When judging the colour of the 
rug it is best to count colour 
"tones" rather than just colour. 
There are often various shades of 
blues, greens, reds, etc- and they 
should each be counted as dif- 
ferent colour tones. 


A rug with nine or more dis- 
tinct colour tones which are blen- 
ded so that no single colour tone 
stands out. can be considered the 
top of the line. 

Oriental rugs are colour com- 
binations that seem unlikely. 
Many of the colour tones, in 
isolation, would dash with one 
another. Yet part of the rugs' 
charm is that the weavers are able 


to blend these various tones with 
absolute perfection so that they 
have a very, subtle and often 
breathtaking effect. ■ 

Most oriental mgs have an 
average of six separate colour 
tones. The more the better, as 
long as the colours are used in 
combinations that work. A rug 
with dashing colours, or with 
colours that are shocking and 
stand out is not considered good 
quality. 

The age of a rug is extremely 
difficult to judge- Unless you’re 
an antiques expert, it is unlikely 
that you'll be able to determine a 
mgs' age amply by examining it. 

If you’re shopping for. old, semi- 
antique or antique rugs, you need 
to find a dealer you can really 
trust, or a knowledgeable friend 
or broker who can help you. 

A mg’s condition is fairly easy 
to see. All new rugs should be in' 
perfect condition with fringes 
and borders present. The ing 
should be dean and free of any 
stains from bleeding colours. 

A simple way of testing 
whether the colours will bleed is 
to wet a small comer of a white 
handkerchief or tissue with spit 
or water and dab it against eaox 
of the rug’s colours. If no dye 
comes off the dye will probably 
not run. If a small amount comes . 
off, test the colour again: If it ' 
continues to bleed onto the tis- - 
sue. h will likely bleed into the ‘ 
rug’s other colours whenever it : 
gets weL That means even a sim- 
ple water spillcould spoil the rug; 
Make sure all of the colours are 
fast. 

With these pointers on what to •' 
look for in an oriental rug. you - 
have a basis ofbargaitringpower . - 

The key is to use it. 

Whether you fike it or not, ' 
bargaining is part of the local * 
culture. If youdon’t like bargain- - 
ing. you can always pay/ the - 
quoted price. However, if . you _ 
want to give it a Cry, here are some 
tips on how to doit- ‘ 

Expect success: attitude is key. 
here, ffyougo into a bargaining - 
situation with . great expecta- 
tions, you’re likely to have more " 
success thanif you goin with the 
attitude that the merchant w ffl 


offer KD 600. Most hk riy 
dealer will not agree to ihaipnce 
but now you have a bargannaj 
range of KD 400. If yaj_siaxt« 
with a counter offer of K&90G 
the merchant still mighr no 
agree to that price, but the bar 
raining range in this situation n 

only KD K» - . - .. 

Keep in mind that the tuj 
dealer will never lose money on : 
carpet Unlike other consume 
goods, such as appliances ant 
electronicitems, rugs do not toa 
their value with age. ^be] 
appreciate. In fee bargajjrii] 

game it simply boils down tolfoi 
much profit the merchant wtl 

make. .. •- 

Beware of quick settlements: : 
dealer might try to rush the sail 
or control the speed of the bar 
gain by using ploys, such.assay 
mg. “there's not another one hfo 
it and another customer is. com 
ing back for it this evening^ Hi 
mi gh t ask KD 1.000. Yotr ge 
nervous and counter- -.will 
KD900. The dealer s^. you 
impatience, sticks tohi$ KD 951 
and you agree. The deal is reale* 
and the outcome is pfpbabl; 


extreme. - — - 

Take your time, and let ttoruj 
merchant invest time myo"is; 
customer. Let him tell yoqabou 
the rug in question. Lethimcom 
pare it toothers toshowyotthov 
good it is. Let him give y ou a 
much information as he 'wants 
AH of this can only be^tojou 
advantage. -'‘".v 

Don’t be afraid to watkawa> 
: Many times a rug dealer WSl cal 
you back and try to re-open & 
bargaining. You. can accept am 
uytocome icra suitaMepnce, o 
you r cari: leave thedeaTonih 
table. You earn always goback li 
- the shop another.: time 
timid shopping and^buy else 
where. • 

Intheead. hcwsve8y^k>ii 
-hov 



number of rugs shops; cojmpafl 


ofdupetsyouwantfo 
undoubtedly do better than th 


never agree to your price. 

For example, if a nig is being 
quoted at KD !,000, you might 


catches' his fancy. 

‘ , Remembcr.arfigrs only word 
whatyou r rewafing^^y:,, •. .. 
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WHAT’S ON 



ARTS 




! I 


Bits ’n’ Pieces 

i An interesting 8 week course 
I in patchwork and quilting tech- 
1 niques. For details contact Tel. 
5634663. 


Sultan Gallery 

INDIAN artist Shamima 
Farid is showing a collection of 
her latest works at the Sultan 
Gallery, near Rolls Royce 
showroom. A wide selection of 
subjects are featured in the 
paintings of the artist, who has 
exhibited widely in Kuwait and 
overseas. However, this is 
Shamima's first sole-exhibi- 
tion in Kuwait. Open daily 
from 9 am to 1 pm and 4 to 8 
pm. 


Narmada’s Malayalam play 

NARMADA Theatres will 
be staging a social Malayaiam 
play. A Love Mantra From 
L’jjain, at Indian Arts Circle 
auditorium. Funaitees on 
Friday. May 11. 1990 at 

6.30 pin. Written by Varghese 
Paul, lyrics by Rajendra Babu, 
music by Antony Joseph, the 
play is co-directed by Sherly 
John and directed by Jayan 
Patiathu. Various characters 
are being represented by 
popular stage artists among the 
Malayalee community in 
Kuwait. 


Holy Week t990 

Holy Family Cathedra! — 
Kuwait 

Palm and Passion Sunday: 
Sih Aprii - 7.00 am. Holy 

Mass (English): 3.25 pm. Holy 


July 6. 1990 at 3.30 pm. Veitofc- 
Labour Union Hall. Matdan 
Hawalli. 

For more information con- 
tact 4817857. 




Mass | Konkani): 4.30 pm. 

^r»t- -ini I- * . 


HOTELS 


SOCIAL 


Summer Affair ’90 

THE Weekend Club will 
host their traditional "Summer 
Affair" on the first day of Eid 
AI Fitr (April 26) at the 
Regency Palace Hotel. Watch 
or participate in the selection 
and crowning of the 1 990 Sum- 
mer Queen,.join in a Jive Con- 
test. watch a scintillating dis- 
play of "Lambada" or simply 
Jet your feel loose to the music 
of Top Ranks and Perfect 
Strangers. Gala buffet, loads of 
prizes and most important have 
a good time. For reservations 
call 43 1 5425 (Julio). 574 1 380 or 
4890566. 


Rose Ferns* drama 

MAY 10-11. Expatriate? 
Club proudly announces that 
Goa’s celebrated king of cen- 
tury shows Rose Ferns, and his 
sixteen member troupe, will 
present at the Granada Cinema 
hall, Kheitan. his premier 
release in Kuwait "Xinxe" 
(Broken Glass) and "Beiman 
Turn" (You Ungrateful) which 
has already crossed the hun- 
dred plus mark in Goa. More 
details later. 


Rag hoisting 

A FLAG-HOISTING 
ceremony will be held at the 
Bangladesh embassy, Khal- 
diya. on Monday, March 26. 
at 9.00 am on the occasion of 
the Bangladesh Indepen- 
dence and National Day. The 
Bangladesh Ambassador. 
K.M. Shehabuddin will raise 
the flag. All Bangladeshis are 
cordially invited. 

Guardian Angel Club 

The Guardian Angel Club 
lake great pleasure in announc- 
ing their Konkani drama enti- 
tled "Ostorecho Mog" 
(Woman's Love) directed by 
Remmie J. Colaco. on June 8, 
J99C. al the 1AC. Goan Charlie 
Chaplin — Jancilo Vaz. 
Ophelia. H. Britton and Sebby 
Couiinho are among the other 
well known Goan cast. 


Ladies International League 

LI L’s Summer Bazaar is now 
being held at the Kuwait 
Regency Palace Hotel in the 
exhibition hall on Friday. May 
1 1 from 10 am to 6 pm Ven- 
dors' first meeting at Regency 
palace in NabjJs Room from 5 
pm to 7 pm on March 26. All 
inquiries contact Ceilia on 
3434946 or Barbara on 
5325131. 

PAC’s Silver Jubilee 

The organising committee of 
the Pakistan Arts Circle will 
celebrate PACs Silver Jubilee 
on Thursday, the 27th April, 
1990 at 9 pm. The programme 
will include variety of 
programme and "Sham-e- 
Ghazal.” Our earlier artist will 
present his wonderful perfor- 
mance, and is being invited 
from Pakistan. 

Reservations are open to all 
families. All are kindly reques- 
ted to book their seats well 
before 15th April, 1990. For 
further details, please contact 
Hamid Mahmoud, Public 
Relations Secretary. 

Hyderabad 

The Committee for Celebra- 
tions of 400-year Anniversary 
of Hyderabad (DECCEN) 
inrites essays in either Urdu. 
Telugu or English languages in 
not less than 1000 words on one 
of the following topics: I. Quii 
Quiub Shah — the Architect of 
Hyderabad, 2. Contribution of 
Nawab Mir Osman Ali Khan 
towards modem Hyderabad; 3. 
Hyderabad City as I saw her 
(for school students only). 

The competition is open to 
all present and former 
Hyderabadis and their children 
residing in Kuwait- 

A panel of judges will judge 
the first, second and third pnze 
winning entries, and the prizes 

and citations will be distributed 

before the audience at 400-year 
anniversary celebrations to be 
held sometime in May 1990. 

All entries must be neatly 
written or typed on A4 size 
paper in double space, and 
reach the committee on or 
before April 30. 1990 and 
addressed to the Convenor 
Literary Committee* PO 
23343. safat. 13094 Kuwait. 
No entry fee is charged 


Holy Mass ( Konkani i: 5.45 
pm. Holy Mass (English i: 7.55 
pm. Hob. Mass > English). 

Monday, Tuesday. Wednes- 
day of the Holy Week: 9tfc. 
10th. 1 ith April -- 7.15 am. 
Holy Mass (English). 6.C0 pm 
to 8.30 pm. Confession: 6.30 
pm. Holy Mass (English:: ".00. 
Holy Mass & Retreat 
(Maiayalam — in big hall). 

Maundy Thursday; 12th 
April — 7.00 am. Con- 
celebrated Mass of Chrism 
(English); 4.00 pm. Holy Mass 
(Konkani); 5.30 pm. Solemn 
Holy Mass of the Lord's Sup- 
per (English): 9.00 pm. Adora- 
tion ( English — in the big hall). 

Good Friday: 13th April 
( Day of fast and abstinence) — 

7.00 am. Celebration of the 
Lord's Passion (Maiayalam/: 

9.00 am. Celebration of the 
Lord's Passion (English); 2.30 
pm. Celebration of the Lord's 
Passion (Konkani); 4.00 pm. 
Celebration of the Lord's Pas- 
sion (English); 5.30 pm. 
Celebration of ihe Lord’s Pas- 
sion (English). 

Holy Saturday: 14th April — 

4.00 pm to 6.00 pm Confes- 
sions: 8.00 pra. Easter Vigil 
Mass (English). 

Easter Sunday; 15th April — 

7.00 am. Holy Mass (English); 

9.00 am. Holy Mass (English): 

1 0.00 am. Holy Mass ( English); 

1 1 .00 am. Holy Mass ( English); 

1 1 .30 am. Holy Mass (French 
in big hall): 12.00 noon Holy 
Mass (English); 4.00 pm. Holy 
Mass (Konkani); 5.00 pm. 
Holy Mass (English): 6.00 pm. 
Holy Mass (English); 7.00 pm. 
Holy Mass (Malayaiam in big 
hall). 

German-speaking 
Cultural Association 

THE forthcoming annual 
election will take place on 
Monday. March 26. 1990. 8 
pm. at Kuwait International 
Hotel. Ahmadi Room. All 
ladies and gentlemen 'of the 
German-speaking community 
are req uested to attend. 


British Council 
The British Council working 
hours during the Holy month 
of Ramadhan: General office- 
— Saturday to Wednesday — 

7.30 to 1 4.00; Library — Satur- 
day to Wednesday — 9.00 to 
12.30. 16.00 to 19.00; Thurs- 
day: 9.00 to 1.20. 


show 

ontos 


Konkani non-stop show 

A Konkani non-slop 
entitled Koxtt Ani S v .n 0; 
(Hards hips & Happiness), writ- 
ten and directed by Epa de 
Utorda. organised by Utorda 
Lourdes Boys will be staged on 


Holiday Inn 

AL .AHMADI COFFEE 
SHOP: An ideal venue for that 
business lunch or a relaxing 
dinner. Michael and Delaine, 
our duo sings for you every 
evening from 8 pm till mid- 
night. Choose from our lavish 
international buffet and then 
sit back and enjoy the Holiday 
Inn sexcellent service. Why not 
treat yourself to our value for 
money. Breakfast buffet you 
can always work off those 
excess calories at the Apollo 
Fitness Centre. 

AL ANDALUS SUPPER 
CLUB: Spending your Thurs- 
day night Arabic style. Savour 
our exotic Oriental and inter- 
national food. Relax to the 
musical entertainment 
provided by our resident 
Arabic band. Come and enjoy 
...your deserve it. 

Friday family lunch: A great 
time for the whole family. 
Prizes and surprises for the chflr 
dren with Disney characters 
and our amazing magician- A 
sumptuous Oriental and inter- 
national buffet complemented 
by the sounds of our resident 
land, makes this a day to look 
forward. See you all... 

Messifah Beach Hotel 

Messilah Beach Hotel is 
promoting an evening of 
seafood specialities every Wed- 
nesday evening at 7 pm in Al 
Mubaraldah Restaurant. 

SAS Hotel 

AL GHA2EER: Sails again 
and offers you a unique 
experience of fee old seafaring 
Kuwaiti tradition. We 
prepared special menus you 
cftn enjoy onboard. Available 
for halfday or fulLday trip, for 
reservation, pis call up 5657000 
ext. 41 6. 

AL BOOM: The only float- 
ing restaurant -in . town. Mag- 
nificent array of mezze — - 
delicious Hor's d 'oeuvres 
together with wide range of, 
international appetizers and 
salads. Choose your main 
course From succulent varieties 
of charcoal grilled delicacies — ■ 
prime American beef. Gulf lob- 
ster h amour or zubedi. Enjoy 
your della at the .diwania 
overlooking the sea. For 
reservation, pis call up 5657000 
ext. 403 or 540. ~ ^ ^ . -- 

PEACOCK ROOM. 0. lr 
Chinese chef recommends fned 
prawns, with turnips and chilli 
sauce, crispy fried smoked beef 
and wide varieties . ofdeleciable 
Chinese specialities .from oar 
chefs recommendation or take 
your pick from- our delightful- 
menu of sumptous Chinese 


Book for a nice tabic iircozy 
elegance of our Peacock Room. - 
Ph. call 5657000 ext ’403 or 
532. . 

BISTRETTO: - Italian 
special ty restaurant which also 
offers international and Arabic 
dishes. Limt* tihd dinner bnf- 
fet dafly. Faraily day every ; 
Friday wi& brunch buffet for 
the whole' femily or .let your 
chiMrenchoose their favourites 
from our children's menu. 
Reserve your now. Ph call up 
5657000 ext: 531-for neserva- ; 
tions. ’ ' - ’ • ■ > ■■ 

CLOCK:' Drive-in res* 1 . 
taurant offers varieties of . 
mouth-watering fast food ; ' 
items — juicy, burgers, hot . 
French friK.aispydimnstixJts, 
and lot more plus softdrinks 
and juices. • • " ' •• ’ .' 

Hotef Meridten Kuwait 
Envoy Thai , cuume every . 
Saturday night at : ta Brasserie . 
'in addition to. its. dahy lavish 
buffet. Thai specialities are 
prepared by the chef in front of 
guests. 

COWBOY NIGHT 
EVERY SUNDAY: Enjoy live ;■ 
country music, western decor . 
and hearty ranch food — prime 
ribs, burgees, tacos and great 
desserts iododing mom’s apple 
pie. Visit La Brasserie for a real . 
country hoedown. 

EVERY MONDAY NIGHT 
AT LA BRASSERIE: Enjoy . 
Chinese cuisine in addition to 
its lavish daily buffet. Chinese 
specialities are prepared in 
front of guests. 

Sher aton 

COFFEE Shop: A new 
attraction is the seafood night 
every Monday where some of 
the best of sea foods are 
prepared. For ataste of the best 
of preparations of sweet and 
sour hamour, fried shrimps 
Thai style, etc. new dishes every 
week. . 

LE TARBOUCHE: Open 
for lunch and dinner Le Tar- 
bo uche offers a wide selection 
of hot and cold mezza. Every 
Thursday evening the Arab 
world specialities buffet 
features popular dishes from 
different Arab countries. Even- ' 
ing entertainment from -our 
player. 

Al HAMBRA: Enjoy the 
Arabian night theme at the Al 
Ham bra with delicious Arabic - 
dishes buffet style. Enjoy a 
family brunch every Friday ; 
with entertainment and surpr- 
ises for the children. Nightly 
entertainment by Gli Amici. . 


^-icsi 

_ and 

AdaUsessicms^wHh'^Frank 
Novak— an experienced Can- 
adrancoach andteanisprofes- 
sionaLdasses total 4weeJcs in 
' length ah jL imset twice each 
Private coaching also 
available -and fim tennis ses- 
sions T ot ; the Tamiiy. : Ladies' 
Keep Fit <lasses on Sundays, 
Tuesdays and Thursdays. 
Ladies’ Sauna now offers a 50 
per centdiscoimt ou the usual 
enhance fee. Ladies' Day on 
Saturdays and Tuekiays from 

9.00 am to 9-01) pro; For details 
pleace call: 2530000/8050 
(Recreation). • 


SPORTS 


. Le Meridian 

VERSAILLES: - Tal 
advantage of our great vali 
business lunch which includi 
- starter, main . course,, desse 
and coffee. i 

Or in relaxing atmospbei 
provided by our resident arti 
you can. relish the finest cuisLr 
from, our A La Carte . mem 
which features spedalitiesJfoi 
our chef as fish or beef ^ror 
due," grilled beef on “bra 
serade” hammour and salmo 
otf‘ ^ ‘shingle*’ among others. 

GREEKTAVERNA: Ever 
Tuesday al La Brasserie - 
Enjoy a little Mediteiranea 
Magic, real Bbuzouki mus: 
.and dreamy Greek isian 
specialities and atmosphere. 

INDONESIAN CORNER 
Every Wednesday al La Bras 
serie .— Enjoy Indonesia: 
cuisine in addition to out dail 
lavish buffet. Our chef wi 

^^L°NIGHT: Every Thui 
sday at La Brasserie — Enjo 
New Orleans atmoshere wit 
jazz and seafood specialities. 

.ORIENTAL , BUFFE' 
LUNCH: Every Friday atvL 
Brasserie — Enjoy a iVfab 
Oriental, buffet lunch" wit 
Oriental Organist. 

Apollo Fitness Centre 

ON-GOING CLASSEJ 
Apollo Stretch — Sun and We 
~ - lJ-30 am; Apoll 

Workout — Sunday — 5.30 

6.30 pm,' Tuesday — 5.06 - 

pm;Fast’n’Fizzical(2Bixed)-- 
friday —1.00, to 2.00 pn: 
Monday Madness -r 4.00- 5.0 
pm; Tuesday treat <mixed> - 

6.00 to 7.00 pm;. Saturda 
sweatshop — ;4 00 to 5.00 pn: 
Marual arts — Mon.Weti, Fri 
Taekwondo - Sat. Mon; Wee 
’ " at %* — enroll how fo 
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Kuwait International Hotel 
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Opec switches meeting to Geneva 

Producers ponder oil investments 
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.-MUSCAT, March 25. (Reuter): Opec's 

K^M key r^ miSter ? ai meelin S in Mav will be 
hdd m Geneva instead of Vienna. Opec 
Secretary General Subrotosaid today ^ 

Subroro, asked by reporters al an Owe ’ 
non-Opec meeting in Muscat if the May 
meeting would be m Geneva, said "ves '' 

He gave no reason Tor the switch. 

. . Butsome delegates at the Muscat meet- 
l ing said it was prompted bv Austria's res- 
P°^e to Iraq's execution of London- 
based journalist Faraad Bazofi earlier this 
month. 

Opec^s mid-year ministerial conference 
on May 25 will set output levels for the rest 
o! the year. Opec headquarters are in 
Vienna. 

For years dominated by questions or 
: price and quotas, oil producers facing 
demand for huge future investment arc 
now grappling with issues ranging from 
growing environmental pressures to the 
world's ageing tanker fleet. 

- - Immediately ahead of them is a forecast 
need to raise their production cupucitv. 


Subroto estimates this will cost S60 billion. 

Squeezed between the projected growth 
in demand in the next decade, growing 
environmental concerns, and financial 
strain from the past. Opec and indepen- 
dent oil producers spent the weekend in 
Oman analysing the fundamental ques- 
tions facing the industry. 

Officials from 25 oil stales, which 
produce eight of every 10 barrels of oil 
produced, also discussed the diavc issue 
of “price stability/' 

“The main theme of the meeting was 
what is the best way of achieving stability 
in the oil market "Salem Muhammed 
Shaban. undersecretary of Oman's 
Petroleum Ministry said yesterday. 

The meeting between 1 3 Opec members 
and 12 independent oil producing and 
exporting countries tlpec) was organised 
by small non-Opec Oman, dc-faclo leader 
of the independent group. 

Their first meeting in 1988 resulted a 
year later in some non-Opec states agree- 


ing to cut exports by five per cent- in the 
second quarter of 1989 to help Opec's 
efforts to support prices. 

Production in non-Opec countries is 
expected to drop or remain steady in the 
next 10 yean*. while Opec plans to raise 
output considerably to meetthe projected 
one to two per cent increase in demand. 

Opec sources estimate the Western 
world's oil demand will reach 55 million 
barrels per day (bpd ) by 1 995 from around 
52 million now. It will then grow another 
three to four million bpd between 1995- 
2000 . 

Opec and non-Opec experts during their 
two-day meeting which began yesterday 
studied the following problems awaiting 
procedure in the next lOyears. 

■ Where will the money come from to 
finance new investments to boost oil 
production capacity, 

■ How can prices be kept at a level to 
stimulate consumer demand, while mak- 
ing reasonable profit at home. 

■ How much of the world’s energy 


requirements be met by other sources of 
energy. 

■ Is it worth spending money on expen- 
sive new techniques to recover more 
barrels in mature oil fields. 

■ What will it cost to maintain existing 
oil facilities, refineries, export terminals 
and the world's aging tanker fleet, 

■ Will environmental pressures in Wes- 
tern countries lower oil and gas demand 
and push production and exporation costs 
up. 

‘ ‘One of the future issues will be to create 
a bridge between oil producer and con- 
sumer countries," Shaban said. “I am 
investing. I give some security for oil sup- 
ply. I need some security for oil demand/' 

Another major topic discussed, based 
on a paper prepared by Mexico, was pric- 
ing mechanisms in the market, which link 
most oil prices to a few benchmark crudes. 

Most producers criticise the current sys- 
tem because the quantity of the key crudes 
involved is getting smaller or is easy to 
manipulate, delegates said. 


? Sichuan seeks own economic path 


CHENGEHJ, China, March 25. (Reuter): In the old days 
m China, the farther away the emperor, the more Freedom 
: for a. province. 

Sichuan, landlocked in China's remote southwest, illus- 
trates that maxim today as it attempts to go its own way on 
economic policy. The province’s 1 10 million people make 
up a tenth of China's enrire population. 

When Beijing ordered an austerity programme in Sep- 
tember 1988 that called for the closure of thousands of 
• rural enterprises, the Sichuanese did not follow blindly. 

■' “In Sichuan we're closing very few of them." said Zhao 
' \Wenxin. a local Communist Party official in charge of 

- . rural economic policy. ' 

Some 100,000 Sichuancsc workers were dismissed last 
year when rural enterprises closed, according to the official 
China Daily. A Western diplomaisaidihefigurcwassmall 
•J. compared to the millions_of jobless from firms closed 

- elsewhere in China. 

^ The austerity drive, aimed at slowing economic growth 
;4Pnd runaway inflation, has targeted ehterpreneurial rural 
'companies- for closure. The -reasons given* were shoddy 


products, inefficiency and rampant lax evasion. 

Party official Zhao said Sichuan did not want to add a 
new airny of jobless factory workers to its already huge 
number of unemployed farmers. The province has a total 
of about 15 million jobless, the China Daily said. 

Vice-governor Jin Hongshcng told journalists that the 
provincial government was ready to offer financial aid to 
endangered rural enterprises. 

“If they are legal!) run. vie will support them." Jin said. 

The Western diplomar said he thought this independent 
stance was typical of the hard-headed, pragmatic Sichuan- 
ese character. 

Zhao and his colleagues here provide reasons to Bejing 
for not keeping in step. 

“We need our rural enterprises to absorb the excess farm 
labour we already arc saddled with." Zhao said. 

The provincial capital Chengdu swarms with unem- 
ployed farm workers, many in rags, roaming the streets in 
search of jobs. “This is a potential source of instability — a 
very big problem for us," said Zhao. 



Indian tourism meeting 


RA, Stansilaus. the new asst, director ot India Tourist Office in Dubai along with D. Subhash, tourist 
promotion officer based in Bahrain visited Kuwait on March 19. P.R. Kanga, manager. Air India has 
introduced them to the tour opera tors and travel agents at a dinner party at Holiday Inn. Kanga and the India 
tourism officials addressed the audience and gave the details ol tourism facilities in India and new 
destinations attractive to the tourists from the Middle East. (Picture shows from left to right D. Subash. RA 

Stansilaus and P.R. Kanga). 


Dubai bids for more 
dis tribution busine ss 

Major marketing drive 

DUBAI is launching a major marketing drive to boost its 
growing reputation as an international distribution centre. 

The initial thrust of the programme will be unveiled at 
Eurofreight Brussels — the continent's largest international 
exhibition of freight, trade, transport and distribution — which 
lakes place next month. 

Under the banner of the Dubai Commerce and Tourism 
Promotion Board . an eigh t-strong delegation is la king part in the 
three-day event to be held aL the Brussels International Con- 
ference and Exhibition Centre on April 9-11. 

The delegation, the first overseas commerce mission to be 
launched by the Board, will mount a comprehensive exhibit at 
the fair. This will bring together the Port Rashid Authority, Jebel 
Ali Port Corporation, Emirates Sky Cargo, Swift Freight Inter- 
national. Gulf Express Freight, MMI, Barber Dubai Shipping 
and Emirates National Shipping. 

“Previously, Dubai's ports, and other organisations in the 
transport sector, promoted their own services on an individual 
basis. One of the major contributions that our Board can make is 
to co-ordinate this promotional effort. At Eurofreight. Dubai 
should make a very strong, united impact," said the Board's 
deputy chief executive Patrick Macdonald. “A major point will 
be to emphasise our leadership role in sea-air trade between the 
Far East and Europe/' 

"The Port Rashid Authority had already decided to go to 
Eurofreight and the Board decided to join it to increase the size of 
the stand.. We informed other major companies and were deligh- 
ted by their response.” 

“Dubai-ts'one'of the fastest growing distribution and freight 
centres in the world. Last year total cargo traffic via the city grew 
by an impressive 51 per cent on the previous year. We aim to 
highlight its strategic location, extensive sea and air links, 
efficient ports and transport infrastructure, and low cost storage 
and shipping facilities," said Macdonald. 

Dubai’sclaim as an international distribution centre was given 
a further boost this month when Citizen Watches of Japan, the 
world’s largest watch producer since 1986, inaugurated a new 
2,000 square metre distribution facility for the Middle East in the 
Jebel Ali Free Zone. It is the ninth Japanese company to open a 
distribution facility within the zone over the past two years. 

"Companies from the Far East are becoming increasingly 
in terested in Dubai because it is halfway to the consumer markets 
of Europe. In addition, the opening up of the Eastern bloc 
markets offers great potential, and, with eight Eastern European 
airlines now flying out of Dubai, the city has great freight 
advantages,” said Macdonald, 


Fed holding US rate policy steady 

Monetary stance to be reviewed 


WASHINGTON. March 25, (Reuter): Federal 
Reserve executives will meet this week to determine 
the course of American monetary policy, bui recem 
economic data suggest they will be in no position to 
change US interest rates. 

Although the danger of recession has eased, (he 
economy remains vulnerable. Thai. coupled with an 
underlying inflation rale of 4. 5 per cent, will make 
Fed policy-makers reluctant tochangecourse.econ- 
omists said. 

The policy-making Federal Open Market Com- 
mittee, comprised of seven Fed board members and 
five regional bank presidents, is scheduled to meet 
on Tuesday to discuss the US economy and interest 
rates. 

"I think they are going to sit tight until they see 
more evidence about which way the economy is 
going," said Lawrence Chimerine, senior economist 
with the Wefa Group. 

The latest survey by federal reserve regional 
banks said the economy was expanding at a slow 
pace but the motor industry was vulnerable. 
However, a rebound in car sates last month helped 
push orders for durable goods up by 3.3 per cent in 
February after a 10.7 per cent fall in January. 

Economists said the numbers show that the man- 
ufacturing sector, although sluggish, was not 
deteriorating. 

The Fed, America’s central bank, last adjusted 
policy in mid- December, lowering the key federal 


funds rale, the interesl banks charge each other for 
overnight loans, to around S.25 percent. 

The central bank had been following a course of 
gradually reducing interesl rates since last March 
when the federal funds rate stood at around 9.75 per 
cent. 

Some economists believe that with the economy 
showing signs of gathering strength after a weak 
fourth quarter, the Fed's next move might be to 
tighten credit. 

If GNP. which grew by a 0.9 per cent annual rate 
in the fourth quarter of 1989. accelerates above two 
per cent, the centra! bank may raise rates to slow 
growth to a non-inflationary level. 

"1 don’t think you will see any easing in the near 
term based on the data we have right now," Martin 
Regalia, research director at the National Council 
of Savings Institutions, said. 

The latest government reports show that job 
growth in February was robust and retail sales were 
healthy. Housing construction, although down 
from January's extraordinary rate, were stronger 
than expected last month. 

So far this year, inflation appears to be moving up 
to a 9.9 per cent annual rate. Excluding food and 
energy, the inflation rate is at 4.5 per cent, a level 
Federal Reserve chairman Alan Greenspan said is 
loo high. 

But few economists see the Fed bringing that 
underlying rate of inflation down soon. 



INDIA FESTIVAL 

DURING EJD HOLIDAYS, 1990 
AT INDIAN ARTS CIRCLE, FUNATTEES 

Now CBStfOl 

GTX 

Brings you all these benefits 



* FREE MASTER COUPON 

“INDIA FESTIVAL” 

* 15% D 

♦ 


mi 


NT on Car Wash 
COST-FREE Oil Change 

WOT OUR SHOWROOM AT 

West Shuwaikh — Canada Dry Street 
Near Globe Commercial or contact 
4831721/4836168/4836169 


VjN 

. -* 

\j\ 74 
j ih:^; 

\ L-ty. 
[*>• 

v. 

. 

:K V 


• ■ ■jJ- 1 ’ ■ 

IG- 

slfi ' 
i- 

zi 




.*.■> I •' 

t. 

W' ..." 

■I ’ »,-• 




y. 


Oil prices surge 

•• NEW YORK. March 25, (UPI): Nervousness over the situation in 
Lithuania, weekend profit taking 3nd a Monday meeting of refiners in 
‘ San Antonio combined on Friday to drive up oil prices. 

May delivery contracts for the US benchmark West Texas Inter- 
‘ mediate crude jumped 39 cents to end the day on the New York 
^Mercantile Exchange at S20.39 a barrel, a mere penny higher than a 

WTLzoomed 65 cents to S20.40 a barrel on the US Gulf Coast cash 

m Prices fell in the early part of the week after the 1 3-member Organisa- 

■ tion of Petroleum Exporting Countries failed to limit overproduction 
by quota cheaters that, in the view of some traders, has dumped excess 

crude on the world market. ,, ’ 

Unleaded gasoline for April delivery rose 0.28 cent to 57.66 cents a 
Ballon again of0.70centon the week, while the May delivery contract 
accelerated 1.56 Cents to 63.54 cents a gallon.-up 1.97 cents on the week. 

On the New York harbour cash market, unleaded gasoline for 
March delivery remained steady at 56.30 cents a gallon. 

The New York harbour spot market also traded April delivery 
gasoline at 62.80 cents a gallon, up 1 .8 cents. The price ,5 fugher because 
thegasoline has a lower vapour pressure lo meet Ihe May 1 cleaner-air 

: de ^ l eFr^ayra°l> r s^rlcd S with'rr3ders laking profits on short positions 
previously lake" in anticipation of the recent drop m P nc f* 

Many treders also were straightening out their books ; because they 
planned toattend next week’s meeting in San Antonio of the National 

"^er^^sshort-rovering*tKfore the weekend andnervouMess over 

the Lithuanian situation.” said Fhihro Division of 

. to Lithuania on Fntiaj ‘“ i ^ nent with a showdown appearing 
up formation /demand for independence, 

imminent with Moscow ove Fitzwater said the US embassy in 
White House spokeamui MarimF ^ diplomats in Vilnius. 

■ Moscow had ) 2 hours."Therewas 

the Lithuanian capital, were nwreu 

/noinunrfiateSo«etconun o m u moved up 

-thret^tm 0 ^ triggering buy order. 
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SUNSHINE SCHOOL 

REQUIRED FOR SEPTEMBER 1990 

School Nurse with S.R.N. British Qualification 
Teachers for Infant and Junior Classes with 
British Teaching Certificate/Degree and 
Experience. 

Please apply with C.V., 2 references and recent 
photograph to 

The Headmaster, 

Sunshine School, 

P.O. Bo* 26922. 

Safat 13130., KUWAIT. 

Teh 5621 701/5622701. Fax 5624903 


CHEST FREEZERS 

A freezer range built for long term service. 


5 YEARS GUARANTEE 


# indesit 



Abdul Aziz Saud At Babtain 

Mtatari & Katrisft 3dg, Fahd AJ Saturn Str. 

Tal: 2411782/2410419 


Available different 


MODELS & 
COLOURS 

Starting from 




Abdul Aziz Saud A1 Babtain: 

Mishari & Katrish Bldg. Tel: 2411782/2410419 


Introducing 

OLYMPUS 

/IZ-200supeRZOom 



There has never been a wirier a 
like tl ie AZ-200 Super Zoom 
Ircm Olympus. SUPeRZOOm 

Because the AZ-2G0 Super loom isn't just 
another 35mm camera with a 2\ zoom lens It’s a 
remarkable new full-auto camera featuring the 
world's first huilt-m variable- pov/er flash. An infra- 
red remote conrroller And a reliable new multi-spat 
autoloading system All enclosed in a compact, 
lightweight body with sleek Olympus lines. 

The AZ-200 Super Zoom - the new full -quid 
zoom that's in a class by itself. 

Sole Agents 

QIRTAS & GAJRIA CO 

Al Gaith Bldg., Fahad Salem St. Tel: 2414728 

Al Awqaf Bldg., Fahad Salem St. Tel: 2414739 
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Economy weaker, inflation higher than expected 


New orders for durable goods edge up 


NEW YORK, March 25, (UPI): The 
nation’s economy appeared weaker 
than anticipated this week and there 
may be little relief in the form of lower 
interest rates with inflation r unn ing 
higher than expected. 

The week also saw heavy activity on 
the foreign front with the Soviets 
agreeing to buy US grain in a five-year 
deal worth about 56 billion, the Japan- 
ese buying a majority stake in the cor- 
porate parent of the 7-Eleven Conven- 
ience-Store chain and Texas Ins- 
truments and Kobe Steel establishing 
a joint semiconductor venture. 

The US Commerce Department 
reported Friday that, excluding 
military-related items, new orders for 
durable goods edged up only 2.2 per 
cent in February- on strong demand for 
motor vehicles. 

“The private economy looks pretty 
weak.” said economist David Wyss of 
Dri/McGraw Hill in Lexington. Mass. 
“The (3.3 per cent) rise in February 
was mainly defence orders, as well as a 
rebound in motor vehicle orders." 

February orders for durable goods 
totalled S121 .5 billion after falling 10.7 

S.Arabia 
relaxes 
ban on UAE 
re-exports 

ABU DHABI. United Arab 
Emirates. March 25, ( AP): Saudi _ 
Arabia has temporarily relaxed a w 

ban which threatened a re-export 
trade worth S300 million a year * , 
from the United Arab Emirates, de 
UAE finance and industry 
officials said today. “ e 

The officials, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, said the 
Saudi decision was a goodwill 
gesture pending official talks 
with the UAE officials on resolv- 
ing the dispute. 

A three-member UAE team 
held talks with Saudi officials in 
Riyadh in preparation for wider 
discussions aL a UAE-Saiidi joint 
committee meeting scheduled 
shortly, the officials said. 

The UAE shipments to Saudi 
Arabia were crippled at the 
beginning of March, when the 
Saudi customs authorities began 
applying new rulings of the Saudi 
Ministry of Finance and 
National Economy. 

These restricted imports from 
the UAE if unaccompanied by a 
copy of the original certificate of 
origin. 

The reason for the measure 
was not announced, but it was 
apparently to determine the 
mark up going to UAE traders. 

UAE traders do not provide the 
certificates, which disclose 
foreign trade contacts and 
original prices, traders said. 

UAE re-exports to Saudi 
Arabia more than doubled since 
1985 and were estimated at 
around 1.1 billion dirbaras ($300 
million) in 1989, the officials 
said. 

The amount equals 20 percent 
of the country's total re-exports 
— mostly garments, gold, 
cement and manufactured goods 
coming from Abu Dhabi and 
Dubai, the two largest of seven 
emirates federated in the UAE. 

Dubai is the Gulf s most active 
port and has a free trade zone 
that has become known as the 
Hong Kong of the region. 

Egypt, Libya 
sign industrial 
agreement 

CAIRO, March 25. (Reuter): 

Egypt and Libya yesterday sig- 
ned an agreement to co-operate 
in industrial fields in a new 
indication of improving rela- 
tions between the two former 
foes. 

Egypt’s Middle East News 
Agency quoted Minister of 
Industry Mohammed Abdel- 
Wahab as saying the pact aimed 
to iniegxatecar-making, iron and 
steel, electronics and energy. 

Libyan Strategic Industries 
Minister Fathi Hamad Ben S hat- 
wan. on a four-day visit to Cairo, 
signed the agreement for Tripoli. 

Relations between the coun- 
tries. strained since the early 
1970s, have improved since 
President Hosni Mubarak and 
Libyan leader Colonel Muam- 
mar Gaddafi met at an Arab 
summit in May. 


per cent in January to a revised S 1 1 7.6 
billion, the department said. 

Orders for non-defence capital 
goods, a category closely watched by 
professional investors, fell 5.7 percent 
in February to S36.1 billion — after a 
1 3.7 per cent January plunge. 

Also, Friday's news from Detroit 
was not good. Vehicle sales of US 
manufacturers in the most recent 10- 
day sales period fell 9.5 per cent from 
lackluster year-ago levels. 

Sales of domestically built cars 
alone during the March 1 1-20 period 
skidded 8.9 per cent, indicating the 
spring selling season will be late in 
blooming. Ught truck sales moved 
10.6 percent lower. 

The annual sales rate for domes- 
tically built cars — the roost common 
measure of industry performance — 
was a weak 6 million cars during the 
period, against 6.8 million last year. 

The glacial pace of showroom traf- 
fic during the last 30 days has promp- 
ted some carmakers to once again jum- 
pstart sales by brushing off their ever- 
green incentive programmes. 

There was baa economic news Tues- 


day, when the Labour Department 
reported inflation at the consumer 
level rose 0.5 per cent in February. 
Higher clothing prices more than on- 
set a 0.7 per cent drop in energy rates. 
The CPI rise followed January's 1.1 
percent gain. 

Excluding often volatile food and 
energy prices, the core rate of inflation 
at the consumer level also rose 0.5 per 
cent in February, the department said. 
For the past 12 months, consumer 
prices have gained 5.3 per cent. 

Many economists had expected a 
much smaller rise in consumer infla- 
tion and were troubled by the report 

The hi gher-than -expected inflation 
report should also make it more dif- 
ficult for the Federal Reserve to lower 
interest rates, economists said. 

The Commerce Department repor- 
ted Tuesday that America's merchan- 
dise trade deficit shot up by 20.5 per 
cent in January to S9.25 billion, boos- 
ted by a jump in petroleum imports. 

The January deficit was an increase 
of SI. 6 billion over December, the 
Co mm erce Department said. Private 
economists had expected a deficit of 


between 59 billion and 59.6 billion for 

January. 

“The weather was a factor." said 
Irwin Kellner, chief economist with 
Manufacturers Hanover in New 
York. “We imported a lot of 
petroleum to make up for what we 
drew down in December, when we had 
the cold weather." 

Norman Robertson, chief econ- 
omist for Mellon Bank in Pittsburgh, 
said the expanding petroleum imports 
axe “going to emerge as a major 
problem" lor the United States in the 
1990s. 

On the world's money markets, 
however, the dollar hit its highest 
levels in 31/2 years against the yen. 
propelled higher as investors fled the 
crumbling Tokyo stock market. 

The US dollar also gained against 
the British pound as the Conservative 
government failed to convince finan- 
cial markets with its 1990 budget and 
faced defeat in a provincial election 
seen as a key test of popularity. The 
German mark also slipped amid fears 
of Soviet intervention in Lithuania 

Chi Thursday, the U oiled States and 


Soviet Union agreed on terms for a, 
five-year purchase of US grain* 
agreement that could be •worth 56 
billion. 

Theagreement in principle would be 
the fourth in the series of agreements 
and “represents a welcome advance" 
in US-Soviet relations, the Bush 
administration said. 

Agriculture Secretary Clayton 
Yeuiter said only a few technical issues 
remained: “It's almost a done deal." 

In Dallas. Southland Corp, parent 
of the 7.000 7-Eleven Convenience 
Stores, said the Japanese company Iio- 
Yokado Co. Ltd. would buy the chain 
for the first major Japanese entry into 
US retailing. 

If the announced deal is completed, 
the Japanese company will invest $400 
million in Southland — loaded with 
junk-bond debt — in return for 75 per 
cent of Southland's stock. 

Southland had been taken private 
by its owners in 1987 in order to 
prevent any unwanted takeovers. 

In Tokyo. Japanese steelmaker 
Kobe Steel Ltd announced Monday it 
had agreed with Texas Instruments 


Inc. of the United States on a joint 
venture to make advanced semicon- 
ductors in Japan for an estimated $350 
million. 

The companies said Kobe will own a 
majority stake in the venture but that* 1 
Texas Instruments has an. option to 
increase its ownership in the future. 

On the domestic front, the US 
securiziesindostry has reported as hav- 
ing had 1989 fourth-quarter losses of 
about $92 million — the first quarterly 
loss since the stock market crash of 
October 1987. 

Of the 350 brokerage firms holding 
membership in the New York Stock 
Exchange, only a little more than half 
showed a profit during the quarter. 
Industry giant Merrill Lynch and Co. 
had a record deficit of $362 million. 

USX Corp. warned shareholders in 
Pittsburgh Wednesday that a proposal 
made by investor Carl Icahn to spin off 
• the company's steel business is “a sim- 
plistic approach to a complicated 
issue” and advised they vote against it_ 

Icahn, the company's largest share- 
holder with 133 percent, wants the oil 
and steel conglomerate to separately 


incorporate the United States steel 
division and spin off at least 80 percent 
of it. , . 

In Chicago, United Airlines three 
major unions and the airline's biggest 
stockholder joined forces Monday to 
press a $5.2 bulion employee buyout of 
UAL Corp.. parent company of the 
airline. 

Also on Monday, the 9,000 maebin- ^ 
ists striking b ankr upt Eastern Airlines \ 
Inc. were told by a company vice- 
president in New Y ork that they would 
not be able to return to their jobs even 
if they ended their sLrike because no 
openings currently exist. 

“We've rebuilt the ranks ... so 
there's no (openings) today right now 
for them to go to." said George Bren- 
nen. Eastern's vice-president of mark- 
eting. 

He noted the airline would be 
obliged to take back returning strikers 
as openings occur. 

“unfortunately, that's the case for 
many of the pilots even though their 
strike ended back in November. Until 
openings occur, they can't come 
back," Breonen added. 4? 


Debt, trade disputes mount 
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Moscow, Poland enter 
a new economic era 


WARSAW. March 25, (Reuter): 
The Soviet Union is pressing 
debt-ridden Poland for a quick 
switch to hard currency trade as 
the two countries enter a new 
economic era, but the Solidarity- 
led Warsaw government is reluc- 
tant to move too fast 

It fears that an abrupt switch 
from soft rouble trade and barter 
deals will expose creaking Polish 
industries to world-wide com- 
petition before they are ready. 

Warsaw believes its 4.5 bdlion 
roubles of debt to Moscow arose 
from “unjust and unequal" 
arrangements, made inthe 1970s. 

It says the debt should be can- 
celled rather than converted into 
hard currency as Moscow insists. 


Foreign Trade Minister Marcin 
Swiecicki ,to!d Reuters in an 
interview. 

The disputes, unprecedented 
before Poland threw off com- 
munist rule last year, were aired 
at tough talks in Warsaw last 
week on a Polish-Soviet trade 
agreement for 1991-95 which is 
intended to put their relations on 
a new footing. 

The two countries signed a 
1990 trade protocol only at the 
last minute after the Soviet 
delegation had reached Warsaw 
airport on their way home. But 
they clashed on major issues. 

Swiecicki. who will lead a 
delegation to Moscow for more 
talks next month, said Warsaw 


wanted a new era of hard 
currency and free market rela- 
tions with Moscow. But it could 
not move too fast nor accept con- 
version of its rouble debt 

“Deputy Prime Minister 
(Stepan) Sitarian proposed effec- 
tive hard currency trade from Jan 
1, 1991, for everything," 
Swiecicki said, noting that both 
countries calculated that Poland 
would be the loser in the new 
relationship. 

Once Soviet enterprises had to 
pay hard currency they would go 
outside Poland for betterquality. 
Polish producers would then face 
world-wide competition for the 
Soviet market and would also 


have to find new markets. 

“A lot of our industries have 
been working only for the Soviet 
market and in order to make 
them competitive to sell on other 
markets we need some time," 
Swiecicki said. 

Poland would also lose more 
than one inlJJon transfer roubles 
in the next couple of years 
through the loss of existing trade 
advantages, he added. 

Warsaw had therefore 
invoked a Comecon agreement, 
signed in Sofia in January, on 
compensation for member states 
which suffer losses in the switch 
to hard currency trade between 
them. 



How to guarantee employment IMF plan 

Soviet transition to market economy is planned Of! tfclCK! 

MOSCOW. March 25, (AP): Presidential advisers ate adopt a market system as quickly as possible to shorten the • i 

concerned that drastic proposals to speed transition to a inevitably painful transition period. Soviet leaders have I K Q 

narket economy could cause widespread unemployment pre f erred to be more slow and careful in their economic | Q | | 


MOSCOW. March 25, (AP): Presidential advisers are 
concerned that drastic proposals to speed transition to a 
market economy could cause widespread unemployment 
and force the government to implement a sweeping welfare 
programme, a source said yesterday. 

“The main problem is how to guarantee employment 
and take care of the needy." said the source, who is part of 
the team developing the new proposal for Presidential 
Mikhail S. Gorbachev. “It all has to be worked out very 
carefully." 

. Despite the note of caution, the source gave no indica- 
tion Gorbachev has backed away from his determination 
to press for radical measures to wrest the already sick 
economy from its downward slide. 

The source, speaking on condition or anonymity, said 
the transition to a market economy may lead to a sharp 
increase in unemployment, which last year reached 27 per 
cent in some areas of the Soviet Union. 

The source provided the first independent confirmation 
of a published report that a drastic. 17-point economic 
reform is being formulated following Gorbachev's acces- 
sion to a new. stronger Soviet president. The report was 
circulated earlier this week by the Soviet Interfax news 
agency, an affiliate of Radio Moscow. 

The package, designed by a team of economists, 
includes freeing prices now set by state planners without 
regard to costs. Any lifting of price controls is expected to 
bring quick and dramatic inflation. 

According to Interfax, the packaeeofproposed biUsand 
executive orders also would involve a seU-ofT of many 
government-owned factories through stock sales to 
individuals and foreigners, and it would include steps to 
make the ruble convertible on world currency exchanges. 

The source said the team working on (he plan was 
encouraged by the example of Poland, which decided to 


adopt a market system as quickly as possible to shorten the 
inevitably painful transition period Soviet leaders have 
preferred to be more slow and careful in their economic 
steps. 

Poland's solidarity-led government Iasi year lifted price 
controls over a six-month period which led to enormous 
price increases. But there are signs the initial chaotic 
reaction is abating. 

Inflation in Poland dropped from a monthly rate of 60 to 
70 per cent in January to a projected six per cent in March, 
once -empty stores have been stocked and the Polish zloty 
has been made convertible thanks to a massive Western aid 
programme. 

“Look, in Poland it worked." the source said “There 
are dangers, of course, and we bare to be careful But we 
don't have any other choice." 

One such danger is unemployment. In Poland the 
aumberofworkers oat of jobs jumped to 1 50.000 and may 
reach 400.000 as inefficient enterprises are dosed PoEsb 

experts say. 

In the Soviet Union, efforts to streamline bloated fac- 
tory payrolls are leaving millions of people without jobs. 
Last October, the Communist Party daily Pravda said 
unemployment, which officially didn't exist under 
previous Kremlin leaders, reached 27.6 per cent in Azer- 
baijan and was 20 per cent or higher in the Central Asian 
republics of Tadzhikistan and Uzbekistan. 

Immediately after his inauguration earlier this month, 
Gorbachev pledged drastic economic reform, and Western 
diplomats speculated that be needed the security and 
powers of the five-year term as president to risk the 
upheaval that might accompany severe measures. 

Interfax on Friday quoted experts as saying the public is 
unprepared for the swoping changes contemplated. 


Durable goods orders rebound 


WASHINGTON. March 25. ( AP): Orders for“Big- 
Ticket" durable goods, led by the transportation 
sector, bounced back 3.3 percent in February from 
the steepest drop ever recorded, the government 
reported today. 

The Commerce Department said orders to US 
factories for durable goods — items expected to last 
more than three years — totalled a seasonally adjus- 
ted $ 1 2 1.6 billion last month after plunging a revved 
10.7 per cent in January. 

The January decline, originally reported to be 
10.5 per cent, was the biggest since the government 
began keeping track 32 years ago and broke the 
previous record set in the recession month of 


February 1982 when orders plummeted 93 percent. 

Transportation orders, which accoun ted for most 
of the January drop, rebounded 1 1 3 per cent last 
month to S303 billion they had fallen 29.4 per cent 
in January. 

“Motor vehicles and parts and shipb uilding and 
tanks showed rebounds from last month's sharp 
declines,” the department said, “while a ir craft and 
parts declined for the second month in a row." 

The automobile industry had laid off more than 
90, 000 workers d uring January to erase a backlog in 
inventories. Most of those workers returned to 
production lines in February. 


AMMAN, March 25, (Reuter): 
Jordan's finance minister said 
today Amman was near 
agreement with the IMF on the 
next phase of an economic 
reform plan, but was still seeking 
ways to ease the burden of its $8 
billion foreign debt 

Basel Jasroaneh told reporters 
an International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) mission would arrive on 
April 1 to set performance 
criteria for 1990 and to revise a 
medium- term plan up to 1993. 

“We have already agreed in 
principle on the measures to be 
taken in 1 990." he declared. 

Formal agreement would 
unlock a further $44 million in 
four tranches during 1990 from 
an IMF standby credit of 60 
million SDRs $77miIlion 
provided in July, he said. 

Jordan turned to the IMF a 
year ago after hard currency 
shortages forced it to suspend 
most foreign debt payments. 

Jardaneh said foreign reserves 
now stood at $380 million, 
including up to S280 million in 
compulsory commercial bank 
deposits at the Central Bank. 

Using the same method of cal- 
culation, this compared to about 
$500 mdion at the end of last year 
and an unspecified negative 
balance in April 1989, he added. 

Jardaneh said this year's 
decline in reserves was caused by 
resumption of debtservicing foll- 
owing rescheduling agreements 
with Jordan's official and com- 
mercial bank creditors. 


mg long-standing grievances by 
Soviets who queue tor scarce and 
often poor quality produce. 


Collor’s anti-inflation plan popular, but causes disruption 


SAO PAULO. March 25, (Reuter): 
Brazil's anti-inflation plan introduced a 
week ago by President Fernando Collor de 
Mello enjoys massive popular support des- 
pite the huge disruption to people’s lives. 

A poll published by the Folha de Sao 
Paulo newspaper yesterday said 81 per 
cent supported the Draconian plan, which 
freezes most of the liquidity in the country 
for 18 months. 

The economic leader of the southern 
hemisphere is living through the most tur- 
bulent days of its financial history. 

Some 5115 billion of individuals' and 
companies* money were frozen from one 
day to the next and the sudden cash starva- 
tion has had major effects. 

The first and most obvious victims were 
the rich — the government said that until 
September 1991 Brazilians can withdraw 


only 50,000 cruzeiros (roughly SI 350) 
from current and savings accounts. 

Between M onday and Thursday the Sao 
Paulo Stock Exchange. Latin America's 
largest, plunged by 50 per cent. News- 
papers estimate more than 3 0.000 workers 
have been laid off. 

Under the weak government of former 
President Jose Sarney, inflation reached 
an accumulated 1 .85 million per cent over 
five years. Brazilians yearned for strong 
measures to try to stop inflation in its 
tracks. 

Collor, a young populist from a wealthy 
business family, beat Socialist Luiz inario 
Lula da Silva to reach the presidency. 

A comment made again and again this 
week by Brazilians is that Socialist Lula 
would have met ferocious resistance from 
the country’s rich and powerful if he had 


tried such a spectacular Robin Hood-style 
reform. 

“If Lula had done this the tanks would 
already be in the streets,", said artist Alex- 
andre To ki taka. The Brazilian military 
ruled from a coup in 1964 until 1985. 

It is the political left which has been 
loudest in its attacks on Collor’s reform. 

Former Rio de Janeiro governor Leonel 
Brizola, a leading leftist, called the plan 
“the last poisoned chalice which they will 
manage to impose on the Brazilian peo- 
ple." He said the plan amounted lo a 
confiscation of savings. 

Collor yesterday announced some eas- 
ing of the anti-inflation plan, saying at a 
televised cabinet meeting that retired peo- 
ple, the unemployed, farmers and others 
would benefit. He gave no substantive 
details. 


Farmers will be allowed access to frozen 
savings to pay salaries. Several bodies, 
including the order of lawyers, also benefit 
from the new concessions. 

Lawyers have been probably the most 
vociferous critics of the anti-mflation plan, 
many of them calling it unconstitutional 

But such comments represent today a 
minority view. Racing driver Nelson 
Piquet was more is tune with the popular 
mood when he called the plan “sen- 
sational." 

Sarney enjoyed the same high 
popularity as Collor when he introduced a 
pnee freeze in 1986 called the cruzado 
plan. 

When the plan crumbled Sarney became 
probably the least popular president m 
Brazilian history. 


Lall named 
new Air India 
commercial 
director 

MAD AN M. Lall, 56 (above) 
has been appointed as Air India’s 
new- Commercial Director and 
will assume charge effective 
April 2. 1990. He was deputy? 
Commercial Director-Market-: 
ing and Sales at Air India’ 
headquarters, prior to his eleva- 
tion to this post Lall, in his long 
association with Air India span- 
ning 34 years has held various 
positions including assignments 
abroad. He thus brings to this 
coveted post a blend of valuable 
field and corporate marketing 
experience. 

His assumption of charge as 
Commercial Director at a time 
when the national carrier is 
undergoing major Corporate 
changes is expected to give the 
marketing efforts of Air India 
world-wide, a new thrust. 

Lall, is married with three chil- 
dfen. Though the official com- 
mitments leave little time for 
other engagements, Lall is a keen 
golfer. H» other interests include 
reading, travel and ice-skating. 

Superpower 
grain pact 

VIENNA. March 25. (Reuter): Des- 
pite Mikhail Gorbachev’s drive for 
self-sufficiency, the Soviet Union has 
agreed to buy billions of dollars of 
US gram in a ago mat Moscow 
expects to depend on huge food 
imports for years to come. 

Soviet and US negotiators yester- 
day unveiled a tenative agreement, 
hammered out here this week, that 
calls on Moscow to buy at least 10 , 
milHon tonnes ofUS wheat, com and 
soy products every year for five 
years. 

At current prices, the agreement 
means minimum US sales of about 
S6.5 billion over five years. , 
“Obviously the Soviets arenot going 
to reach self-sufficiency in the next 
five years.'* a senior US negotiator , 
said. 

A campaign to boost food output, 
especially meat, has been at the heart | 
of Kremlin leader Gorbachev** econ- 
omic reforms and is aimed at sooth- 


Gulf Bank weekly market review 

KD rate lower 
against dollar 

Kuwaiti dinar 

Based on last week's opening middle market foreign exchange rates, the KD 
exchange rate traded slightly lower against the US dollar ending the week at 
294.41 fils compared with its week before last dosing of 293.70 fils. The KD 
continued to trade sharply higher against the pound sterling, ending the week*^.- 
469.73 fils compared with its weak before last closing of 472.42 fils. The KD wSj 
lower against the DM ending the week at 172.17 fils compared with its week 
before last closing of 171 .44 fils. The KD was alss lower against the Sfr ending 
the week at 1 93 37 fils compared with its week before last closing of 1 92.81 fils. 

ThcKD was higher against the Canadian dollar ending the week at 249.32 fils 

compared with its week before last closing of 250. 1 8 fils, ibe KD was also higher 
against the Australian dollar ending the week at 220.8 1 fils compared with its 
week before last dosing at 22331 fils, according to Gulf Bank weekly market 
review. 

The KD was lower against the Jordanian dinar ending the week at 436. 16 fills 
compared with its week before last dosing of 43537 fils. The KD traded slightly 
lower against all other GCC currencies compared to the week before last rates. 

As for the KD money market rates, short term interbank offer rates, traded 
relatively higher compared to their previous rates. One month and 3 months 
rates traded around 8.75 percent — 8.85 percent range compared to 8.75 per 
cent — 8.81 per cent range the week before last. Both 6-month and 12-months 
- rates also traded higher around 8.87 per cent — 9.00 percent range. 

As for Treasury BiBs, tbeCBK announced twoncwT-B'dl issues, the first is 3- 
f fcbnth T-BUFissuc No. (lOTfof K&^'nffltion.'with effective and maturity 

$fl9issue^^ : ( 105) and maturity dates 

Maidt 28 and Sept 26. 1990 respectively. - 

World stock markets 

Wall Street share prices moved lower over last week on news that US 
consumer prices rose more than expected in February, programme selling, 
falling bond prices and profit taking. However, prices recovered later in the 
week, as Tokyo equity prices rebounded. The Dow Jones Industrial Average 
opened the week at 2755 and dosed lower at 2704. recording a loss of 37 poi£j 
over the previous week’s dosing at 274 1 . 


Share prices on the London Stock Exchange moved higher last week. 
FoDowing.the budget announcement, prices climbed, buoyed by a measure to 
remove a tax on securities investment and the raising of the litnit on schemes 
which encourage savings in the form of shares. Another round of satisfactory 
company results, a fairly calm reception for the lates t UK trade figures and new 
account buying helped London equities. The FTSE-100 opened the week at 
2238 and dosed higher at 2284, recording a gain of 20 points over the previous 


US dollar 

The dollar traded mixed for most pan of the week as the lack of fresh bullish 
factors coupled with Wall Street overall weak stock prices, trapped the dollar 
into a mixed performance. 

The US trade balance (on a customs cleared value basis) for the month of 
January recorded a deficit of J9.25 biffion against a revised deficit of $7.68 
bfflion m December of last year. Total exports in January were up 4.0 percent to 
a record $32.07 billion, while imports rose 73 percent to $41 .32 billion. Soaring 
oil impairs drove the US trade deficit up during January. The total import bill 

rose 73 per ceotin Janaury to $41 32 billion, but the cost ofimported on climbed 

44 per cent to $5.86 billion as heating oil inventories were replenished after 
record cold weather in December. After December revision the overall 1989 
trade deficit stands at $1 08.99 billion which is soil the lowest in five years since a 
$106.7 billion deficit in 1984. 


against 1 . 1 percent in January, whue excluding food and energy prices, which 
the so-called core rate of inflation the consumer price index rose 03 per cent So 
the month of February. Furthermore, the US real a verge weekly eaiumgs ofUS 
workers, after adjusting for inflation and seasonal factors, rose 03 per cent in 
February from the prior month, while the January weekly earnings were revised 
to a negative 13 percent. 

The Federal Reserve is apparently still at conflict with the Bush administra- 
tion regarding its monetary policy. Although the Bush administration believes 
lower interest rates are needed in order to spur US economic growth, the Fed 
scons to advocate higher rates to cod inflation. We believe, so far recently 
released US economic data confirm the fact that the economy is growing at a 
steady pace while previously debated worries over the possibility oFa recession 
have eroded, accordingly the Fed is not seen at the moment forced to change its 
current monetary policy. 

Pound sterling 

The pound sterling opened the week against the US dollar at $1 .6140/30 and 
cfosed lower at$l .6005/1 5 compared to its week before last dosing at S1.6185/ 

The pound cased following UK budget speech, which was considered as 
neutral to marginally higher and implied UK interest rates will remain at IS ner 
cent. AJso comments from Chancellor of the Exchequer Major that he would 
raise UK interest rate? further if necessary failed to support the UK unit. 
Sterimg was not adversely affected by the Conservative party’s defeat in the 
Mid-SuTqrdsmre parliamentary bi -election, as the market had already Driced 
the election results into currency rates. r 

The UK current account deficit and the trade deficit were identical in 
February, narrowing to £1.4 billion from £2.0 billion in January. The defied 
narrowed due to a fall m import values of 6.50 per cent from January, wfai/r 
exports declined 1 per cent. The retail price index rose 0.6 percent in February 
the same as m January, and showed a year-on-year increase of 7.5 per centra 
February against 7.7 per cent m the previous month.- 

Political uncertainty would now dominate the UK economic sane with T hf 
nade figures out of the way. The long-term outlook for the pound remain 
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1983. The increase m die discount rate had been widely exnectS^5T? 0008 
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better effect- The new increase in the official dLrounuate iTtbe foi j nh!? 1 S ? me 
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45 JGAYA 

PHILIPPINES 

® 483-9009 
483-0889 
* FAST-RELIABLE * 


GENERAL 

SERVICE 

For oil your shifting with 
transportation, painting, wall 

papering carpet & villa deeming. 

We are at your service, with 

skilled workers. We are also 
buying and selling furniture. 

Contact: Mr Stanley 
Tfeb 4748877 
Al Mawasim Trdg. 
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% 


Ahest Computers of fers] 

at ■ Special R amad an courses for?““ 

tf* B Dbase, Lotus, Wbrd Processing. 

Uej- B Basic, Cobol, Autocad. Primevera 

■, Software packages: ' 

★ Fully integrated travel agency package. 

★ Inventory & accounting packages 
-A Graphics Advertising Package. 

Hardware: 

★ PC XT/, 286, & 386 systems 

, u mm ★ Computer Accessories - , 

1 f J Contact 24S3084/3 & 2405610/1 ^ ‘ 


FOR RENT 


Villas, half villas, 

flats, complete 
[buildings, offices Ii 
all areas in Kuwait 
with or without 
swimming pool 


Qatar Real Estate 
Tele. 2406592, 
2406593 
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REQUIRED 

Reqtuired a waiter and a cook assistant for 
Taj Mahal restaurant 
' - For rent apartments and rooms for families 
si :V and bachelors, stores, garages, water tankers 
and a 27 ~foot boat. 

For rant a Garage in Shuwaikh, 

’■ : For inquiries 

• : CallTel: 2404846 - 2402858 yi 


flle$$iloh Beach Hotel 

1 1 ii (ii I 


R.L.S.S. 
LIFESAVING 

COURSES CONSIST OF * 

14 SESSIONS OPEN TO ALL 
REASONABLE SWIMMERS 

RESUMING 
17. MARCH 1990 

TEL: 5624111 EXT. 751 


AL-SAQIYA 

FOR RENT 

Villas, half villas, and 
flats with swimming 
pool or without in alt 
areas of Kuwait. 
2621391/2621390 
Mohammed Shfbada. 


Step into the future 


r l£MM ABOUT COMPUTERS 1 

cow 

WUM 

IDS 


n 

B 

HiEMf 

41 

«M 

dosowmm 

a 

H 

v. ********* q 

X 

a 

Mm to LOTOS 1H 

M 


uranauER 

a 

m 

' dBMEPRvnWB 

■ 

m 







7 


CcmipuBsse’ 


MBWM, SAUtlYA COWIPt, 

” * VM 




Required 

Drivers holding 
Kuwaiti general 
driving licences and 
transferable vv' 
residence. 

Call Tel: 

4880051,4880052 


Required for 

HEALTH 

CLUB 

— Female fitness 
instructors 
— Female swimming 
teachers 

Please calk 5749162/ 
5749163 


ACCOMMODATION 


^orflent 


' =..y 


5V^ 


BENIED Al Qar. opp. ex Hate 
House. Spacious 2 -bedroom Rat- 
dining room, hall with tele, and 

household furniture for sale. Hent 

KD200.Tele.»1S(W.ato2P S 

SALWA. Block 1 1 . Street 4, Buil- 
ding 188 . near the Americor rend 
Enqllsh School. Flat with 3 
bedrooms. 2 bathrocxrs. saloon 
and kitchen, central AC andTV. 
Rent including water andetec- 
tricity: Tete the owner. 90389HU. 

9 °?“ 7a - (AT5-5 1977-6) 

QADISIYA. Block 4, Bader 
Street, House 41. 4 new large 
rooms', in Arabic ho^ ina fimt 

^.7^.2419118^16^ 


■...Jl 1 


: DROOM furnished flat 

Crfy with tele. re**ri«** 
: or April and May- 
(pcl 5639804. 10am-5pm. 
^' t3W CAT2- 5 2 022 - 3 ) 


Available 




pie, working ladies 

to share with a 9^^^595398 
Mario. 3625402/7 3625398. 

3625395,7^- 

behind the 


bachelor to share wth a family. 




;|l“- 


-V- •_ 


SBl9» 

Amman 
jeo. Build- 
r^accom; 



0,24. 

Tele. 5615291 . ^ 7 ^ 51 973 * 3 ) 


KUWAIT City. Parwaza Abdul 
Razzaq near the Banking Com- 
plex. Room for lady/ladies. Tete. 
2464492. 

CAT2-52014-2) 
KUWAIT City, behind the GPO. 

Accommodation immediately 
available for Goans or Man- 
ga (oceans only to share with a 
Goan family. Rent KD65. Single 
KD32. Tete. 2459159. res. From 
Z00 pm onwards. 

CAT3-52028-3) 
AN European required to share a 

3 -bedroom flat at Tete- 

4717911 ext 220, off: 9013310. 

h ° me ' CAT1-51999-3) 

NUGRA, KhakJoon St . one roan, 
furnished, with tete. facilities, for 
one or two bachelors to share 
with an Indian family. Rent KD80. 
Tele. Oberoi. 4740601, 2644645. 

r6a CAT3-52039-3) 

MA1DAN 

operative Society. One room for 
onelndten bachelor or a woriung 
lady to share with a family. Tele. 

2412718 <AT352036^) 

FARWANIVA. behind UTC. 
Street 109. Al Advani Bldg., first 
floor 4. 1 room for 1/2 Indian 
bachelors horn 1st ApnL 21. 
22 . 39. 41, 101. Rent KD70. Tele. 
4714911. .4714961, Ext 35 off. 7 

amto4pm. ^2^2023-3) 

SALMYA- House No 6 Block 
No 12 St No. 1. Salem Al 
Mubarak St in front of petrol sta- 
tion. Large rooms in a flat far a 
family, working girte tjb^hetor 

SwrssWiS 

KD80 ‘ (ATG-51891-6) 

FARWANIYA. on the main read 

Lp theclintoOiaioOT«naftet 

SWor two Indian bacheiorsor 
to store with an Indian 
fomi^T 8 ^ 3720572, 9.30 am - 8 

P™- (ATI-51979-3) 


WANTED 

TAILORS 

wtio have experience 
for making 
embroidery for 
ladies' dresses. 
Please contact on 

Tel. No. 2404795/ 
2409245 


LOST 


BROWN leather handbag con- 
taining Indian Passport No 
E786205 inthenameofMahmood 
Rda Hussein contractor including 
air ticket and important 
documents. Finder please tel. 
Mahmood. 2444823. 2417727. 
5620242,5737827. 

(AT3-52049-3) 


FOR SALE 


Cars 


NISSAN Patrol 1983 Safari, 4- 
wheel drive. AC. power steering, 
regularly serviced, in good condi- 
tion. KD1550. cash. Tele. 2677238 
after 7pm 

(AT3-52026-3) 

FORD Timbo, 1988. fully 
automatic, manual gear, golden 
colour, bought new from the 
agency in 1989. Cash or instal- 
ment. Tete. Abdul Salam, 
3613100. 

(AT3-52029-3) 
PONTIAC Bonneville SE 1989. 

SSSfflB! 

MITSUBISHI RoyaJ Galant 1985 
model, purchased in l^show 
room condition. Tete. 5628532, 

5632863 (AT2-52025-3) 
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FOR RENT 


Villas, half villas and 
flats with swimming 
pool 

Tefc 2401908 -2407677 
2451489-2451476 
FAX 2403260 

The All Real Estate 


DOODAI 

CARGO 


MABUHAY 


Door-to-Door Service 
by Sea and Air 


Contact Baby 

Canada Dry 4847937, 

Stmt, TWe: 4817708, 
l^Shnwmtkh 4837650 ^ 


FOR RENT 

Salwa — villa KD550 
Bayan — villa KD550 
Mishrif — villa KD650 
2 bedroom flat in Salwa 
KD260 

For further Infbrmotion 
contact 

Al Jandol Real Estate 
Tel: 2452199/2452198 


Required 

urgently 

F1re-flghtJng Engineer 
Fire fighting 
Technician 
Candidates with 5 years' 
experience, transferable 
residence & valid driving 
licence apply. 

Tel: 4632370/1 


REQUIRED 

Civil or Electrical 
Engineer " 

with three years' 
experience, and Kuwaiti 
driving licence. 

Contact Tel: 
2455524 
2477724 


DRAFTSMAN 
Required for 

a refrigeration & 
aircond. co. 

Salary according to 
qualification. 

Contact: Sheets -Tel Ho. 
2820753/2642654 


REQUIRED 

Specialised 
maintenance 
technicians for central 
A/C, refrfgerators and 
washing machines, TV 
and video. 

■ Full-time or part-time 
Can TeL 4333888/ 
433001 3, 3 to 8 pm 


CITROEN Prestige, 1986 model, 
fully automatic, dark green. 
55.000 kms, full options, in 
excellent condition. KD 1.450. 
Tete. Mr Mahmoud. 5629593. 

(ATI -5201 2-3) 
NISSAN Skyline 2.4GT, white, 
fully automatic, model 1984. in 
excellent condition, first owner,. 
KD1000. Afternoon - evenings: 
Mahboula. Coastal Road. Sultan 
Complex. Rat No 329. Tele. 
3723594. 

(AT3-52016-3) 

Miscellaneous 

MICROWAVE oven, vaccum 
cleaner, airconditioner. double 
bed, 4 door kitchen cabinet TV 
tables, channel master. TV 
antenna, dining table etc. Tete. 
Simon, 2418634. 7 am - 2 pm. 

(AT2-52024-3) 

TV. VCR. stereo, spool tape 
recorder radiogram, washing 
machine, bed. sofa, dining table. 
Caxton encyclopaedia 21 voJ, 
very cheap. Tele. 5737633 after 2 
pm and ail Fridays. 

CAT3-52027-3) 

MOVING — zip-lock twin beds. 
KD25, scuba diving tank and 
regulator. KD50. 7-piece wicker 
furniture set KD55. 6 padded 
breakfast bar stools, KD50, many 
house plants. Tele. 5641519. 

((ATI-51986-3) 


BARGAIN HOUSE ] 


Al Ibrahim 


Offers NEW ARRIVALS OF USED 


Taxi 


Furniture and appliances. Large variety of teak dining 
tables, bookcases, wall units, display cabnets, TV/stereo 
cabinets, buffet units, kitchen tables, single beds, 
double bedroom sets, plus many more odds and ends- 


Tel. 2400013, 
2400014, 2400015 


At very low prices. 


Farwonrya branch 


Visit us in Salmiya, Salem Al Mubarak SL Tel. 5744017 
1^—5744018. y 


Tel. 4745000, 
4745900 



£2 


Ai-Naaeeb & Khattar 


" • KAMIKAPAG 
CARGO ANG 
PINAG-USAPAN 
DOOR TO DOOR 
PHILIPPINES 


lA'i 


484-6009 


TTKTflLI 


(& GARMENT) SALESMAN WANTED 
from Korean Co. 

• Export-Import Experienced 

• Typing 

• English & Arabic useful 

Phone: 241-9494, 241-9491 
Location: Al An]arl Bldg., 9th Floor on 
Felted Al Salem SL 

Working: 9:00 - 13:00 hrs & 17:00 - 21:00 hrs. 


KOREAN GARDEN RESTAURANT 

IN CARLTON TOWER HOTEL 

BEST LUNCH STAMINA FOOD 

FROM 25 TH MARCH - 30TH APRIL 1990 

SPECIAL L*NCH FOB EOBEANS, JAPANESE, 

AMERICANS. EUROPEANS. BRITISH AND ARAB 

names SAM GAE TANG, INCLUDING 

CHICKEN AND J1NSEKG 
FAMOUS FOOD OF KOREA 
SPECIAL PRICE KD 2.750 HLS 

OPEN — 1 1 :30 AM -&30 PM /5:00 PM — 1030 PM 

TEL DHEO 2452758 CALL MR KM LM. 

2452740- 20 UNB (EXT KOREAN RESTAURANT) 


A well-established travel agency 
requires the following staff 

1. Soles Office Supervisor 

2. Soles Counter Staff 

Applicants should have 5 years’ 
experience in Kuwait. For an interview 
please contact: 

Tel: 2454117/8/9. 




irimt 

A new flat in Maidan 
Hawaii!, 2 bedrooms, 
with sitting room, 
central A/C 


Rent KD 200 

Contact Tel: 2423944 


J 



I’m still 
waiting for my 
shipment... 

I should 
have called 
JUghanim... 

■No one does it better. 

The biggest IATA 
Freight agent in Kuwait. 

^Ighanim 


Customer Services Tel. 

4745533 


Packing 

Fahabael 3923496/8 -5harq 2460972/3 
Margab 3412385/34 16691 


FARWANIYA 2-bedroom flat 
KD140 with water. 3 Gibson 2.5 
ton AGs, bedroom set carpets, 
sofa, mattresses, curtains, dining 
table, glass tables, heaters, plants 
and miscellaneous items. Tele. 
4741262. res. 

CAT3-52021-2), 

BACKFILLING equipment — 
miniroller D-9. mini roller D-7. tam- 
ing rammer MRT- 8 Q. CMikasa 
Japan) plate compactor (Robyin) 
etc. Tele. 3923890. 3920194. 
(AT3-52055-3) 

NAME CHANGE 

I. MOHAMMAD Boots Hakimdin. 
holder of Pakistani Passport No 
D837131 hereby change my 

na me to Mohammad Tayyu b Hak- 

imdia (AT3-52038-1) 


I, MADHAVA Gurva Poojari, hol- 
der of Indian Passport No. B 
075248, hereby change my name 
to Madhava Gurva Jathanna. 

(AT3-52030-2) 
I. GLADIES PEREIRA holder of 
Indian passport No. X 924940 
hereby change my name to 
"Gladies Grace Pereira." 

(AT2-52013-2) 

SITUATIONS 

Wanted 

SRI LANKAN driver requires 
visa. Tele. 2527944. 

(AT3-52033-3) 

SRI LANKAN and Filipino maids 
looking for job. Tele. 5717263. 
5728313. 

(AT6-5 1894-6) 



•' - J 


lULa-^ei u 


/ J- 


Al-Naaeeb & Khattar Co. W.I.l. 

Avoid excess luggage charges 
Airfreight it! 

484-6009 ^ 


OFFICE FOR RENT 


Approximately 24 square metres of furnished 
office space for rental with access to excellent 
secretarial facilities right in the heart of the 
city’s banking and commercial areas. 

Please contact SAS Kuwait Hotel -Greg 
Almeida or Katby-Lynn McGregor TeL No. 
5657000. 


The 111 Real Estate 

Apartment and Floor 

2401908 

2451476 

2407677 

2451489 

JABRIYA 

4 BED 4 BATH 

K.D.450 

New 4 bed 3 bath 

K.D.400 

3 bed 2 bath 

K.D.350 

SALWA 

New 5 bed 4 bath 

K.D.400 

New 4 bed 4 bath 

K.D.350 

New 3 bed 2 bath 

K.D.450 

MISHMF 

Tfloor3bed3balh ‘ ~ 

K.D.400 

2 floor 5 bed 3 bath 

K.D.450 

BAYAN 

4 bed 3 bath with carpet 


and curtain^ tel 

K.D. 500 

SURRA 

1 floor 4 bed 4 bath carpet 
and curtains 

K.D. 450 

.Fax 2403260 

Office time 8am-9pm , 



I Original financial package 

Integrated written In DBase III with manual. KD 29/- only (new version arrived). 


CPU I80286 


OPERATED 16BIT 

IBM COMPATIBLE 












FOR FLILL DETAILS CALL 

AL-WAZZAN STORE 

*4816232,4*33892 4839749, 4S39753 
FAX 4833693 TELEX 231 51 — SAHNI 
CANADA DRY STREET SHUWAJKH 


Vacant 


required 
immediately for a small family. 
Must have cooking experience. 
Good salary far an experienced 
candidate. Tele. 2520730, 
2533584. 

(AT2-52007-3) 

HOUSEMAID required. Indian or 
Sri Lankan. Must have good com- 
mand of English. Accommoda- 
tion will be provided also for hus- 
band if necessary. Pleasant work- 
ing conditions. Tele. 2403025/6. 
8.30 am - 1 2.30 pm. 4.30 • 7.30 pm. 

(AT2-AJ-TM-3) 

FULL time maid required for a 
British family with children. Must 
speak English andhaw transfera- 
ble visa. Tele. 372321 5. 

(AT6-51 996-3) 


MAID required for a family. Tete. 
5728313,5717263. 

(AT2-51894-6) 

SERVICES 

Tuition 

LEARN sitar, harmonium, tabla 
and organ by an experienced 
musician at home- Tele. 5621 715. 

(ATI-52006-3) 


Transport 


REQUIRED from Salmiya to Man- 
sou riya from 7.30 am to 2pm from 
Sat to Wed and after Ramadan 
from 7.30 am to 1pm from Sat to 
Wed and 4.30 to 7.30 pm on Sat 
and Mon. Tele. Berniddet, 
2520067 (ofD 

(AT3-52Q34-3) 










defeated 


PARIS. March 25. (Reuter): 
Marseille and Monaco, suffering 
letdowns after reaching the semi- 
finals of European soccer cups 
three days ago. both lost in the 
French League yesterday. 

Second-placed Marseille fell 
victim to Paraguayan striker 
Roberto Cabanas, who scored 
twice for Brittany dub Brest in 
their 2-1 home defeat of the 
European Cup semi-finalists. ' 

Marseille took the lead in the 
sixth mintue through Bruno Ger- 
main after a free kick from 
England's Chris Waddle, before 
Cabanas volleyed goals in the 
12th and 22nd minutes. 

The first of the Paraguayan's 
goals came from a dear mistake 
by Marseille's substitute goalk- 
eeper Jean Castaneda, standing 
in forGaetan Huard. who broke 
his leg in the 3-1 European Cup 
victory over CFKA Sofia on 
Wednesday. 

Marseille also lost League lop 
scorer Jean-Pierre Papin five 
minutes from full time when he 
was kicked by BresL defender 
Ronan Salaun. who was sent off. 

Papin walked off the field and 
apparently was not seriously 
hurt. 

Monaco suffered a 4-2 beating 
at home to Auxerre. with Hun- 
garian Kalman Kovacs scoring a 
hat-trick for the visitors. 

Third-placed Monaco, play- 
ing in from or a crowd of just 
2.000 people in their luxurious 
Louis II Stadium, qualified for 
the semi-finals of the Cup Win- 
ners Cup this week after beating 
Spain's Real Valladolip on pen- 
alties. 

Auxerre's victory over Mon- 
aco eased the bitterness of being 
knocked out of European com- 
petition on Wednesday when 
they were beaten by Italy's 
Fioreniina in the UEFA Cup. 

Monaco trainer Arsene Wen- 
ger plans to take his team across 
the Italian border to Genoa on 
Sunday to watch Sampdoria.the 
French's side's opponents in the 
semifinals. 

Bordeaux maintained top 
place with an impressive 3-0 vic- 
tory over sixth-placed Paris 
Saint-Germain. 


Bordeaux 

Results 

3 PSG 

0 

Brest 

n 

Marseille 

1 

Monaco 

2 

Auxerre 

4 

Sochaux 

T 

Nice 

1 

Caen 

i 

Lvon 

1 

5l Eltenne 

0 

Nantes 

0 

Lille 

3 

Toulouse 

0 

Toulon 

I 

Metz 

1 

Cannes 

4 

Mulhousc 

1 

Racing Pans 

0 

Montpellier 

0 


Standings (tabulate under played, won. 
drawn, lost, goals for. goals against, 
points): 

Bordeaux 30 19 6 5 45 18 44 

Marseille 29 17 7 5 60 27 41 


Monaco 30 

Sacha ux 30 

Lyon 30 

Nantes 30 

PS.G. 30 

Auxerre 30 

Toulouse 30 

Brest 30 

Caen 30 

Metz 30 

Si Etienne 29 

Lille 30 

Cannes 30 

Toulon 30 

Montpellier 30 

Racine Paris 30 

Nice 30 

Mulhousc 30 


30 19 6 5 45 18 44 

29 17 7 5 60 27 41 

30 II 13 6 29 22 35 

30 14 ft 10 40 34 34 

30 12 9 9 33 2S 33 

30 10 II 9 28 24 31 

30 13 5 12 37 36 31 

30 9 ll 10 39 35 29 

30 9 II 9 26 31 29 

30 12 5 13 27 34 29 

30 10 9 JJ 28 36 29 

30 7 14 9 28 29 28 

29 10 8 II 33 35 28 

30 10 7 13 37 35 27 

30 9 9 12 35 39 27 

30 8 10 12 24 39 26 

30 9 7 14 35 41 25 

30 9 7 14 33 49 25 

30 6 12 12 29 40 24 

30 8 7 15 32 44 23 


Cup officials 


REGENSDORF, Switzerland, 
March 25, (UP1): Coaches and 
team managers of the 24 soccer 
teams competing for the World 
Cup in Italy June familiarized 
themselves with the conduct of 
the tournament during a two-day 
session at Regensdorf. near 
Zurich which ended yesterday. 

“They were informed about 
how everything will be organ- 
ised. about travel plans, security 
and the like," said Fifa spokes- 
man Guido Tognoni. 


Yugoslav overpowers Wiesner 


Seles wins singles title 



KEY BISCAYNE. Fla.. March 
25. (Reuter): Sixteen-year-old 
Monica Seles of Yugoslavia 
overpowered Austrian Judith 
Wiesner 6-1 6-2 to win the 
women’s singles title at S2.55 
million International Players 
Tennis Championships yester- 
day. 

The third-seeded Seles needed 
just over an hour to defeat Wies- 
ner, seeded 1 5th, and earn 
$112,500 for the second title of 
her career and first of 1 990. Wies- 
ner collected $56,250 as runner- 


her passing shots and a disguised 
drop-shot to break Wiesner for a 
5-1 and closed out the first set in 
28 minutes. 


Wiesner fought off four break 
points. in the first game of the 
second set and stayed even with 
Seles through 2-2. but the Aus- 
trian was unable to take charge, 
always sent running by Seles's 
penetrating winners. 

Seles ran off the next four 
games, breaking Wiesner in the 
fifth and seventh, and ended the 
one-sided contest by drilling a 
forehand winner down the line. 

The Yugoslavian teenager 
said she would reward herself 
with a new leather jacket to 
celebrate her victory. 

“Each week I give myself a 
bonus if 1 win." Seles said. “This 
week I saw a leather jacket and 1 
said if I win then I get iL" 

Wiesner said Seles, loud grunt- 
ing on every shot was not a 
problem, although it was the first 
time the two players had ever 
met. 

“The grunting didn’t bother 
me," Wiesner said. “It’s just a 
habit she got used to and coul- 
dn’t get rid of." 

Seles said she had tried to get 
rid of the habit, but so far has 
failed. 

World No. 1 Steffi Graf skip- 
ped the tourney because she is 
recovering from a broken 
thumb, and No. 2 Martina 
Navratilova is taking some time 
off. No. I seed Gabriela Sabaiini 
and No. 2 Zina Garrison were 
eliminated, earlier in the tour- 
nament. 

Sweden’s Stefan Edberg was 
to meet Andre Agassi today in 
the men's final. 

Edberg has won both of their 
previous meetings, inducting a 
hotly contested four-set victory 
in the finals at Indian WeBs, 
California, two weeks ago. 


Monica Seles in action against Judith Wiesner (below). (Reuter wire- 

photo) 




Seles, ranked fifth in the 
world, was simply too strong 
from the backcourt for the 28th 
ranked Wiesner. 

“This tournament helped me 
so much getting my confidence 
back," said Seles, who suffered 
several early-round losses this 
year before finding her form in 
Key Biscayne. 

Seles, who did not have to face 
any opponent seeded higher than 
ninth, said she controlled the 
match by keeping the ball away 
from Winners forehand. 

“If her forehand starts going 
she’s a tough player to beat” 
Seles said. “But I was able to do a 
lot on her serve and my serve, 
too." 

Seles, who hits two-handed 
groundstrok.es from both sides 
and with more power than most 
women in the game, jumped on 
her opponent from the start and 
built an early 3-0 lead. 

She's a leftie and I bad 
problems with her angles." said 
Wiesner, who was never able to 
find a rhythm against Seles. “She 
takes the ball so early, and she 
doesn't let you into the match." 

Seles missed chances to break 
for 4-0 when she committed a 
rare drop shot error that enabled 
Wiesner to pull to 3-1 . 

But Seles made effective use of 


Atletico humiliate Barcelona 


BARCELONA. Spain. March 
25. (Reuter): Atletico Madrid 
inflicted a humiliating 2-0 home 
defeat on a uninspired Barcelona 
yesterday and toppled the 
Catalans their second position in 
the Spanish First Division. 

England and Tottenham 
striker Gary Lineker was there to 
cheer on his former Barcelona 
team-mates and the Camp Nou 
fans roared his welcome with 
cries of ’Lineker. Linekar.’ but 
they had nothing else to shout 
about. 

After a dull first half hour Bar- 


celona striker Eusebio Sacristan 
gave his Spanish World squad 
colleague Julio Salinas an open- 
ing. But Atletico keener Abel 
Resino easily deflected Salinas* 
weak shot. 

Salinas missed another chance 
when he came face to face with 
Abel less than two metres from 
Alletico’s goal but tripped over 
his own feet and knocked the ball 
out 

Manolo Sanchez created 
Atletico’s lead in the 39th min- 
ute. passing veteran Barcelona 
back Jose Alesanko and shoot- 


ing. Barcelona keeper Andoni 
Zubizarceta knocked it out but 
Antonio Orejueia appeared from 
nowhere to whack the ball home. 

Atletico’s new attacking grit 
and discipline, instilled by 
Joaquin Petro who took over as 
coach after Javier Clemente's 
sacking three weeks ago, shone 
through in the second half. 

Brazilian striker Baltazar de 
Morais consolidated their lead 
with a 69th minute goal and Bar- 
celona could only struggle on 
dejectedly to whistles and sarcas- 
tic cheers firom the home fans. 


Kieft goal 
extends PSV’s 
League lead 


IOC guidelines to be 
followed at Cup finals 


ZURICH. March 25. (Reuter): Doping guidelines laid 
down by tbe International Olympic Committee (IOC) will 
be followed at the World Cup soccer finals in Italy this year, 
the International Football Federation (Fifa) said yesterday. 

Fifa general secretary Sepp Blatter told the media session 
of a two-day Ftra 'workshop that doping procedures would 
match those for the soccer tournament at the Seoul Olym- 
pics in 1988. 

Two players would be drawn at random from each team 
tested in the first phase, and three players in the second and 
third phases. 

The confirmation of a positive case through a second 
analysis would be known within 48 hours, be said. 

Blatter said there had been no positive results at the Seoul 
soccer tournament. 

Blatter said Fifa expected more viewers to watch this 
summer’s finals on television than watched the Seoul Olym- 
pics. An audience of 15 billion was anticipated, compared 
with 12.8 billion for the 1986 finals in Mexico for 120 hours 
of television time. 

“Tbe Seoul Olympics with 25 sports attracted 9.8 billion 
viewers with 180 hours of television." Blatter said. 

Flashed interviews ortwo minutes maximum immediately 
after matches would be permitted for the first time at the 
finals, Fifa press officer Guido Tognoni said. They were 
granted as a compromise after an earlier derision to ban 
interviews of any kind on or off the pitch. 



Newly promoted Vitesse kept 
up their challenge in fourth place 
as goals by Hans Arum and Rick 
Hilgers gave them a 2- 1 win away 
at Den Bosch. 

Ajax Amsterdam could, 
however, still pose the biggest 
threat to PSys hopes of a fifth 
consecutive title. Ajax trail the 
leaders by four point? but have 
two games in hand and will hope 
to close the gap when they enter- 
tain Fortuna Sittard today. 


Match drawn 


St Pauli’s Andre Golke (left) and Hamburg’s Jens Bochert 
light for the ball during a West German First Division 
soccer match which ended 0-0 on Sunday. (Reuter wire- 
photo) 


Stand-in-striker helps sink Aston Villa 


LONDON. March 25. (Reuter): 
Garry Thompson, who a week 
ago was playing reserve soccer in 
the English Second Division, was 
the unlikely slayer of League 
leaders Aston Villa yesterday . 

The 30-year-old striker, 
bought as a last-minute 
replacement on Thursday's tran- 
sfer deadline day for lan Wright, 
who broke a leg in a midweek 
game, scored the fourth-minute 
goal that beat Villa and eased 
Palace's relegation worries. 


Thompson, who cost 5200,000 
($320,000) from Watford, was 


doubly delighted by his debut 
performance which helped sink 
his former dub 1 -0 and outshone 
Villa’s expensive recruit Tony 
Cascarino, who was booked. 

Worried 

“I’m very pleased." said 
Thompson, who last started a 
first-team game in November. “1 
wasn’t too worried about coming 
straight in after being in the 
reserves for so long. We tram 
hard at Watford. 

“When you score so early, you 
ty-i a boost and .everyone just gql 
carried away with it,” said 
Thompson, who knocked in a 
sim pie goal from a long throw-ir. . 

“1 suppose it gave me an extra 
bit of excitement to score against 



table. 

Liverpool's challenge also fal- 
tered tins week when they lost at 
Tottenham in a game switched 
from Saturday for live television. 
They trail Villa by three points 
with two games in hand. 

A day after losing to Second 
Division Oldham in the F. A Cup 
quarterfinals earlier this month. 
Villa manager Graham Taylor 
bought Cascarino for £1.5 
million (52.4 million) from Mill- 
wall for add firepower to his 
attack. 


Buiyesteruuy Tayloradmitted 
his side lacked the killer punch 


needed to prevent Liverpool, or 
even Arsenal, stealing the cham- 
pionship. 

"We never rally got to terms 
with tbe game. They are the type 
of side we seem to find difficult to 


play against. I thought over the 
90 minutes we probably did just 
enough to get a draw,” he said. 

The inability of Villa and 
Liverpool to open a clear advan- 
tage at the top of the table leaves 
Arsenal with an outside chance 
of retaining their title. 

Their 3-1 win at Derby, albeit 
against an injury-hit side, was 
reminiscent of the away form 
that was the foundation of their 
championship-winning season. 


Cascarino passes the grounded Andy Thorn of Crystal Palace in their 
match. (Reuter wirephoto) 

Villa because they are my old recently from inconsistency, 

club. But 1 still think they can win They have ooi y won 1 J 

the title and I would like to see their last seven games, which 
them do it." included being hammered 3-0 at 

Villa’schances of claiming the . home by Wimbledon & month 
title for the first time in nine 
years, however, have suffered 


ago just three days after displac- 
ing Liverpool at the top the 


They are nine points behind Villa 
in third place with a game in 
hand. 

Arsenal had Martin Hayes to 
Lhank for their fourth away win. 
Starting a game for only the sixth 
time this season, Hayes scored in 
the sixth and 45th minutes. 

Kevin Campbell, another 
striker who has spent most of this 
season in the reserves, scored 
Arsenal’s other goal. 

Manchester United welcomed 
the return of England midfielder 
Neil Webb to the first team after 
six months on the sidelines with 
Achilles tendon trouble. 

Clear 

He made a 20-minute 
appearance as substitute and 
contributed to the second goal in 
United’s 2-0 win at Southamp- 
ton which lifted them four poin- 
bts clear of the relegation zone. 


Luton triumphed 2-l in a vital 
relegation battle with Mill wall. 


Victory lifted Luton into fourth- 
bottom place and consigned 
Millwail to the foot of the table 
after Charlton moved two points 
above them with a 2-1 win at 
Coventry. 

Manchester City, who did not 
play, slipped to. third from bot- 
tom, two behind Luton but with 
a game in hand. 


AMSTERDAM, March 25, 
(Reuter): Dutch international 
Wim Kieft scored yesterday as 
PSV Eindhoven shrugged off 
their mid-week exit from the 
European Cup by defeating 
MVV Maastricht 1-0 to stretch 
their lead at the top of the Dutch 
First Division. 


PSV, who went out of the 
European Cup 3-1 on aggregate 
to Bayern Munich in the table by 
three points from Roda JC, who 
beat doomed Haarlem 5-0. 


Kieft scored his ISth goal of 
the season two minutes before 
half-time when he converted a 
J uul EUerman corner, bur it was a 
disappearing performance from 
PSV against a team they troun- 
ced 8-1 in Eindhoven last 
October. 

Friendly 

Roda JC striker John van 
Loen celebrated his call-up to the 
Dutch squad for next week's 
friendly in the Soviet Union by 
scoring twice against Haarlem to 
take his tally for the season to 14. 




Seles proudly displays the crystal trophy she won. (Reuter wirephoto) 


Olympic baseball stadium’s 
first stone tossed into place 


BARCELONA, Spain, March 25. (APk In a pitch of Olympic 
proportions, Barcelona mayor Pasquai Maragall yesterday tos- 
sed into place the first stone of the new baseball stadium for the 
1992 Ban*tona Summer Olympic Games. . 

Maragall, who is alas president of the Barcelona Olympic 


tyiiuinufc uipiv, asm _ 

officials in the dirt at the site in the neighbouring town of 
Hospitatet de Lk>bregaL 

BuQodozerwork bn the stadium began March I am3 the 2^500- 
capaaty facility is scheduled to be completed byMaich 31, 1991, 
at a cost of 816 million pesetas ($7.9 million). 

Baseball win be a fuUy recognised Olympic sport for the first 1 
time ai the Barcelona Olympiad. 

Baseball was played as a demonstration sport at the 1988 Seoul 
(South Korea) Summer Olympics, when the United States beat 
Japan 5-3 to win the baseball titles. . . • 
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Duke's Christian Laettner - (left) holds up a piece of the net after scoring the 
Connecticut's Nadan Henefeldand Duke's Brian Davis (No. 23) battle for a rebound; (Iteu^ 


Du ke and Arka n sas i n f i nal to M 


DALLAS, March 25. (Reuter): The University of 
Arkansas and Duke Umversity.claimed the first two 
berths in the final four of the NCAA US College 
Basketball Championship . with hard-fought vic- 
tories yesterday. 

Arkansas held off a stubborn challenge by the 
University ofTexas for a 88-85 victory, white Chris- . 
rian Laettner hit a 17-foot jump at the buzzer in 
overtime to lift Duke to a thrilling 79-78 upset of the 
University of Connecticut. 

Duke's overtime victory in the East Regional final 
at East Rutherford, New Jersey, put the Blue Devils 
into the final four for the third successive year and 
the fourth time in five years. 

Tbe last two places in the final four were to be 
decided today when Georgia T ech plays the Univer- 
sity of Minnesota in the Southeast Regional final 
and Loyola Marymount faces the University of 
Nevada, Las Vegas in the West Regional finaL 

Arkansas led 43-36 at the half, but after a Texas > 


coxaebaSk, the Rstzorbacks needed two free riirpws 
in the closing seconds by RonHuery ? tp]dinch 
Victory. " / •' V 

LenaeHowdl ted Arkansas with 21 , 

Lee Mayberry added 18, while Texas was t 
20 pointsoach froBi Joey Wright and Travis Maya] 

Connecticut; looking for the first ever fmal-fbur 
appearance, fell behind 37-30 at halftime, bot e 
furioussccond-halfrallyaiidJatethree-pointbasket 
by Chris Smith levelled the score 72-72. - ; V': 

Duke nearly .won the game in the finaf second pf' 
regulation time when Egyptian-born Alaa Abdet-> 
naby had a shot roll off me rim as time expired- Zi;-: 

Abdeinaby led Duke with 27 pcunts an<T Tf 
rebounds, while Laettner. was the high scorer for. 
Connecticut with 23 points. . v* > 

“There were an incredible number 6f bi£ pteytf 
made, but we made the last -one, said Duke coach 
Mike Kryzewski. - . ~ ; 






• WWm 


Connecticut's Rod Seelers (left) walks lo his bench as the Duka BlueDeyils 
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Three-way 
tie for 


Cog gi outpoints Ramir ez 

Gonzalez KOs Tejedor 


ORLANDO, Fla.. March 
(Renter): Scott Hoch Jet a two- 
stroke lead slip away with a dou- 
ble bogey on the 17th hole and 
fell into a th ree-way tie with Cur- 
tis Strange and Greg Norman of 
Australia at the Orlando 
Invitational golf tournament 
yesterday. 

■ The three stood at nine-under- 
par 207 with today's holes 
^naming in the 900,000-dollar 

Fulton 1 Altera of South Africa, 
Graig Parry of Australia, Larry 
Mize and Robert Gamez were 
one-stroke off the pace at eight- 
under-par 208. 

-Nick.. Faldo of Britain, after 
taking bogey at . the last hole, 
Paul Azinger and Corey Pavin 
were another two strokes back at 
six-under 210. 

Hoch blew sole possession of 
the lead when his two-iron shot 
on- 17 came i|p well short of the 
green mid landed in the water. 

. Hoch .finished with a two- 
under-par 70 for the day, while 
?|prman shot a brilliant seven- 
under 65 and Strange recorded a 
third-round 68. 

Norman birdied four holes on 
the outgoing nine and gained his 
share of the lead with birdies at 
the 15th, 16th and 18th holes. 

At the final hole Norman hit a 
splendid 'sLxriron shot to within 
six feet and made the putt 
. "Shooting 
■ In • Phoenix, Pat Bradley 
celebrated her 39th birthday yes- 
terday by shooting a five-under- 
par 68 to grab a one stroke lead 
after three rounds - of the 
5500,000 Turquoise Classic golf 
tournament:- - . 

LyadJey, who moved into a 
sraragposilioii io crack the three.' 
million-dollar . career earnings 
marki stood at 1 0-under-par 209; 
one .stroke ahead’ of Japan's 
Ayako Okamoto. 

Okamoto recorded her second 
successive four-under 69 on the 
. 6.514-yard Moon Valley Coun- 
try Club course to take sole pos- 
session of second place. . 

■LAnd ■ in Florence, Italy, 
Britain’s Colin Montgomerie 
birdied the last hole for a 67 to 
preserve his lead in yesterdays 
third round of the Volvo Open at 
the UgolinoClub. 

But after being five strokes 
.dear of:the field^LthaJagnu he 
ended -only one ahead of conn- ' 
tryman Russell Claydon, the first 
round leader who played the 
back nine iit 3 1 for a 66. 

And with Argentina’s 
Eduardo Romero only a stroke 
funjber back after a 64 and Aus- 
tralian Peter O’Malley one more 
behind following a 68, the 26- 
year-old Scot faced a tough day 
as hollies to repeat his first Tour _ 
victory in last year’s Portuguese 
Open: . 


MEXICO CITY. March 25. 
(Agencies): Mexican light- 
flyweight WBC champion Hum- 
i **Chiquita” Gonzalez 
knocked out Colombian challen- 
ger Francisco Tejedor, in the 
thud round °f yesterday's fight. 

The winning punch, coming 3 1 
seconds into the third round, was 
a left uppercut to the chin. 

Tejedor fell into convulsions 
after the knockout, but left the 
ring on his feeL. 


"Chiquiia" came out 
aggresivcly from the start of the 
match, body and keeping his 
opponent backed up against the 
ropes. 

A wild exchange of punches 
broke out early in the second 
round. ‘■Chiquiia.” overcoming 
his 5-inch ( 1 5 cm) height dis- 
advantage, held control through 
the round, leaving Tejedor to rely 
on the quick shuffling ofhis feet. 
The knockout at 9:3S pm local 



Juan Marlin Coggi i i fts his two cf ildren after retaining his title. (Reuter 

wireohofo) 


time, before some 8,000 spec- 
tators. marked “Chiquiia” Gon- 
zalez's second defence of the 
World Boxing Council light- 
flyweight title. 

Gonzalez told reporters in the 
ring after the fight that he never 
fell his left uppercut to the chin to 
be hard enough to knock T ejedor 
down. He said when he tried to 
come back with the right, his 
punch didn't make contact 
because the Colombian was 
already on the ground. 

“I'm ready for whatever rival 
they bring at me,’* Gonzalez said . 

"Chiquiia'' Gonzalez said he 
□ever felt any hard punches from 
his opponent but only scratches 
around his eyes. 

“Now I am going io rest for a 
while and then 1 hope to keep 
fighting.” Gonzalez said. 

Gonzalez's trainer. Justo San- 
chez said they were hoping for 
victory but had not expected it to 
happen so fast. Sanchez said they 
thought it would be more work. 

Gonzalez, who has knocked 
out 20 of his 26 opponents, was 
scheduled to fight next in May. in 
Miami. againsL Cuban light 
flyweighL Luis Monzole. 

The match was Tejedor's finst 
foreign fight. 

“Chiquiia” Gonzalez, 24. a 
native of Mexico City, weighed 
in at 107.5 pounds (48.7 kg). 

The 22-year-old Tejedor, 
weighing in at 105.6 pounds (47.9 
kg), was the top ranking WBC 
boxer in the light flyweight 
category. At 5-feet-6 ( i .70 m), he 
Lowered over the 5-foot- 1 (1 .5 m) 
“Chiquiia” Gonzalez. 

The high speed fight was 
refereed by Phillipino Carlos 
Padilla. “Chiquita" Gonzalez 
will take home 530,000 for his 8- 
minute performance. Tejedor 
receives 510,000. 

Tejedor who said earlier that 
he was counting on height 


Ireland salvage self-respect 


LONDON, March 25. (Reuter): Ireland salvaged 
some self-respect and probably saved coach Jimmy 
Davidson his job with a 144 win over Wales in the 
Five Nations Rugby Union Championship yester- 
day. 

“The missing ingredient all season has been con- 
fidence and 1 hope this result will put that right.” a 
relieved Davidson said. 

"But I have told all the players that they should 
see this not as an end but as a beginning. 
^Yesterd&y-s-match,- the-laat-in -tfais.year'scham- 
pionship, was eminently forgettable. 

; With Scotland already installed as champions 
following their stirring victory over England a week 
earlier, only pride was at stake at Dublin’s Lans- 
downe Road as both sides strove for their first win of 
the championship. 

- In the end home advantage proved crucial as 
Ireland outscored Wales by three tries to two to 
hand the visitors their first ever championship 
whitewash. 

No Welsh side has ever lost all fourcbampionship 
matches and Wales have now lost each of Iheir last 
five internationals, another ail-tirae low. 


Coach Ron Waldron pul a brave face on the 
defeat. 

“The game turned on little things,” he said. "It 
was all about ifs and buts, but we mil certainly 
improve on this performance. 

“It’s going to take us time to develop but I 
honestly believe we will be a far better side come the 
World Cup. 

The once-mighty Welsh, who ruled European 
rugby during the 1 970s, could hardly get worse. 

Their scrum was a shambles; ihe-boeoui ineffec- ■ 
tual and their once inventive backs hesitant and 
error-prone. 

Ireland, taking full advantage of a strong follow- 
ing wind, rocked the Welsh with 1 0 points in the first 
1 3 minutes and looked likely to reach 30 by halftime. 

But they too became prone to error and failed to 
lake f till advantage of the generous supply oflineout 
ball won by captain Dona) Lenihan. 

“There were many mistakes made but I think that 
was down to over-anxiety," Davidson commented. 

“There was a tremendous feeling of tension 
among the players and they made uncharacteristic 
errors because they lacked confidence." 


advantage and superior reach to 
overcome Gonzales, remarked 
afterwards that he was surprised 
at the power of the title-holder, 

“I’ve worked hard for noth- 
ing,” he lamented. 

h was the second time Gon- 
zales has retained the title he won 
from South Korean Lee Yul- 
Woo last June 25. It was also his 
first title fight at home. 

• And in Ajaccio. Corsica, 
Argentina's Juan Martin Coggi 
held off a valiant challenge last 
nighL from Mexican veteran Jose 
Luis Ramirez to retain his World 
Boxing Association super-light- 
weight crown with a unanimous 
decision. 

It was Coggi's fourth defence 
of a title he has held since July 
1987. He never hurt Ramirez 
badly, but managed to land more 
punches throughout the 12- 
round fight and successfully fen- 
ded oft numerous aggressive 
charges by the 31 -year-old for- 
mer World Boxing Council light- 
weight champion. 

There had been speculation 
among boxing writers prior to 
the fighL that it might be the last 
title challenge for Ramirez, who 
has fought professionally since 
1973. His record is now 103 wins 
and nine losses, most of them 
against fighters who at one time 
or another were world cham- 
pions. 

The 28-year-old Coggi, who is 
ofltalian descent and lives much 
of the time in Italy, won his 43rd 
professional fight. He has only 
one loss and two draws. 

Ramirez lost his WBC light- 
weight crown last year when he 
was defeated by countryman 
Julio Cesar Chavez in Las Vegas 
in a title unification fight. 

Ramirezatiempted to regain a 
portion against Pemell Whitaker 
last August in Virginia but drop- 
ped a unanimous decision. 

Boden smashes 
javelin record 

AUSTIN, Texas, March 25, 
(UPI): University of Texas 
sophomore Patrik Boden, the 
1988 NCAA champion in the 
javelin throw, set a world record 
yesterday during the Texas 
Quadrangular, school officials 
said. 

Boden, a native of Sweden, 
tossed the javelin 292 feet, 4 
inches (89 ra. 10 cm), smashing 
the previous record of 287-7, set 
by Czechoslovakia's Jan Zelezny 
in 1987. 

During a triangular meet in 
Los Angeles last week with 
UCLA and Fresno State, Boden 
had a throw of 271-7 to break the 
collegiate record of 271-1, held 
by Dag Wennlund, formerly of 
Texas. 



Cogg» (left) hits Ramirez with a hard left. iReuter wirephoto) 


Jager breaks 50-metre 
world record twice 

NASHVILLE. Tenn.. March 25, (Reuter): American Tom Jager yester- 
day became the first swimmer in history to crack 22 seconds in the 50- 
metre freestyle and he did it twice in one day. 

Jager. 25. broke his own world record in the semifinals of a special 
match race among the top-eight American 50-metre frecstylcrs at the US 
sprint championship when he clocked 21.98 seconds. 

He then returned for the match race final against five-time Olympic 
gold medallist Matt Biondi and shaved an additional 17 hundredths of a 
second off his earlier time to set a world mark of 21 .81 seconds. Biondi 
also broke the earlier mark with a 21.85. 

“It couldn't have gone more perfect," said Jager. who finished behind 
Biondi to lake the 1988 Olympic silver medal in the event in Seoul. 

“1 was really surprised. My first two swims were so smooth and 
relatively fast. The last race was choppy for me but 1 just kept plugging 
away and got to the wall. 

“It was great for me because Matt was here. It was a head to head race 
to see who was the fastest. You could feel the excitement building." said 
Jager. who had set the previous world mark of 22.12 at the Pan Pacific 
Championships in Tokyo last year. 

Jager collected S 1 0.000 for winning the event and earned an additional 
$2,000 bonus for selling a world record in (he final. Biondi collected 
55.000. 

“I can't be upset coming within four hundredths. “Biondi said. “I was 
more upset with losing the National Championship to him Friday night 
(at the US Short Course Championships.) 

“What an incredible moment for swimming," Biondi continued. “I 
know Tom was motivated when he lost the gold medal to me at the 
Olympics and now I'm motivated to work even harder for the future." 

Jager’s historic victory came less than 24 hours after breaking Biondi’s 
American record of 1 9. 1 5 seconds over 56-yards at the short course event 
with a time of 19.05. 

While Jager and Biondi looked forward to future showdowns, yester- 
day's event signalled the end of Rowdy Gaines' competitive career. 

The 3 1 -year-old Gaines, winner of three gold medals at th 1984 Los 
Angeles Olympics and a former world record holder in the 100 — and 
200-metre freestyle, clocked 23.09 to lose his opening heat to Adam 
Schmitt, who swam a lifetime best 22.69. 

“I had no grand illusions I was going to win this sucker,” Gaines said. 
“My goal was basically io break 23 seconds and see what happens. For a 

S y *s that's five. six. and seven years older than anybody else in the field 1 
:1 pretty good. 

“This was my swan song. I'm married, 1 have a kid and a job. 1 didn't 
embarrass myself today. These guys are just bigger, stronger and younger 
than I am.” 


Soviets lose 
another 
rugby match 

BRISBANE. Australia. March 
25. (AP); Australian state team 
Queensland scored a 26-10 vic- 
tory over the touring Soviet 
Union rugby union team at 
Ballymore today, but coach John 
Connolly blasted his team's per- 
formance. 

Queensland scored 23 points 
without reply in the first half, but 
allowed the Soviets to hit back 
with two tries in the second 
period. 

“That was a terrible effort,” 
said Connojly. “We just went out 
and went through the motions.” 

Winger Paul Carozza led 
Queensland with two tries. Cen- 
tre Jason Little and hooker Mark 
McBain also scored tries, while 
fly half Michael Lynagh kicked 
two conversions and two penal- 
ties. 

Replacement prop Givi Pitz- 
bala and lock Alexander Tik- 
honov score tries for the Soviets. 

“We have improved with each 
match on the tour. 1 think weean 
still play better than today but it 
was pleasing to see the team 
improve its organisational skills 
and play in a more collective 
fashion," said Soviet coach Vic- 
tor Masyura, whose charges saw 
their tour record drop to 2-3. 

Scores: Queensland 26 (Paul 
Carozza 2, Jason Little, Mark 
McBain tries; Michael Lynagh 2 
conversions, 2 penalties) def. 
Soviet Union 10(Alexander Tik- 
honov, Givi Piztzhola tries, Nik- 
olai Dzanidge conversion). 


Kuwait Nomads 1 989-90 mini-rugby season ends 


THE Kuwait Nomads mini- 
rugby season 1989-90 came 
to a close on Friday after six 
months of learning, effort 
and a few bruises. The last 
event of the season featured 
the' annual game of Boys 
against Dads. 

A good crowd turned up 
^'aYthe Ahmadi pitch to wit- 
ness the usual destruction of 
the lathers' team. After the 
initial warm-up exercises 
which included a distinct 
lack of parents, each group, 
■ senior, middle and junior 
played against a respective 
fathers side. Although the 
Dads were restricted to 
using one arm' only, they 
were naturally battered into 
defeat. • 

A final match saw a more 

competitive and tougher 
game between a combined 
mini-rugby side of about 40 
boys narrowly defeating a 

- ' fathers' team with the match 

resembling. Custer's last 

-stand... The. enthusiasm ol 

. ‘.the. boys, stood but as they 
* exacted Tevenge for all the 
’ - Verbal advice they received 
from; the touchlines over 



All the boys with their certificates 


the past few months. 

After the match, Geoff 
Bennett, treasurer of tbe 
Kuwait Nomads and organ- 
iser of the mini-rugby 


presented all the boys with 
certifies tes. The boys i o turn 
presented whistles to their 
coaches, presumbaly to save 
their voices next season. A 


final presentation of a 
beautiful carpet was given 
io Geoff and his wife Naj wa, 
from all the parents and 
boys, in appreciation of 


their effort and hard work 
during the season. 

The highlight of the 
season was the February 
trip to Bahrain, which saw 


over 40 boys make the jour- 
ney. Five games in all were 
played resulting in the sen- 
ior side winning 2-0 and 5-1, 
the middle team outclassing 
their opponents 5-0 and a 
combined side adding 
another victory by 2-0. The 
only loss was a commenda- 
ble 3-1 defeat for the juniors, 
who fielded a smaller and 
younger team than their 
Bahraini counterparts. 

The following day, each 
boy was presented with his 
rugby trophy. They in turn 
showed their appreciation 
by offering the coaches a dif- 
ferent form of liquid refresh- 
ment by throwing them into 
the pool. 

Overall the 1989-90 
season has been very succes- 
sful, not only the results in 
Bahrain, but also due to a 
record number of 85 boys 
attending training. This is in 
addition to the effort put in 
by the coaches, the moms at 
the tea table and the parents 
who regularly turned up to 
support and cheer the boys. 
Mini-rugby will recom- 
mence in October this year. 



One ol the juniors receives his award. 








An action shot ol the match. 




The Juniors In action against the Dads 


The coaches with their whistles. 


The invaluable tea-ladies. 
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Milan 
remain 
on top 

ROME. March 25. (Reuter): AC 
Milan rediscovered their win- 
ning touch with a 2-1 victory at 
Lecce today to remain top of" the 
Italian soccer League on the 
highest goalscoring day of the 
season. 

lniemazionale beat Atalania 
7-2 and Roma defeated Verona 
5-2 while second-placed Napoli 
maintained their championship 
challenge with a 3-1 home win 
over Juventus as fans saw 35 
goals in the First Division. 

Milan, beaten by Juventus and 
Lnternazionale in the last two 
weeks, seemed to be headingfora 
shock third consecutive defeat 
when they went 1-0 down in the 
seventh minute as Lecce midfiel- 
der Paolo Benedetti hit home a 
cross from Antonio Carannante. 

But Milan captain Franco 
Barest marshalled his jittery 
defence and then went on the 
offensive himself. 

His one-two with winger 
Marco Simone split the Lecce 
defence, leaving him unmarked 
to equalise with one of his rare 
goals in the 35th minute. 

In the second half Milan, who 
on Wednesday qualified for the 
European Cup semifinals by 
beating Mechelen of Belgium, 
moved into overdrive and in the 
56th minute Dutch international 
striker Marco van Baslen hit the 
decisive goal. 

The European champions 
remain one point ahead of 
Napoli while Inter moved into 
third place, four points behind. 

Napoli's rejuvenated Argen- 
tine captain Diego Maradona, 
whose sharpness has improved in 
recent weeks since losing some 
excess weight, scored two first- 
half goals against Juventus. 

He opened the scoring in the 
1 3th minute when he turned on a 
loose ball to beat goalkeeper 
Stefano Tacconi and 1 5 minutes 
later curled a free-kick from five 
metres outside the penalty area 
around the defensive wall and 
wide of Tacconi. 

Luigi de Agostini pulled one 
back for Juventus from the pen- 
alty spot in the 61sl minute, but 
Napoli stopper Giovanni Fran- 
dni pul ibe result beyond doubt 
with a third goal three minutes 
later. 

West German internationals 
were prominent among the 
scorers in Inter and Roma's goal 
sprees. 

Striker Juergen Klinsmann 
scored two and German captain 
Lothar Matthaeus one in Inter's 
blitz of seventh-placed Atalania, 
while Rudi Voeller got two for 
Roma. 

Bottom club Ascoli. on 19 
points with four League games to 
play, face almost certain relega- 
tion after losing 2-1 to fellow 
strugglers Cremonese. now four 
places and four points above 
them. 

Results 


Bologna 

Cremonese 

Fiorcmina 

Genoa 

Inter 

Lecce 

Napoli 

Roma 

Udinesc 


Sampdoria 

Ascoli 

Cescna 

Lazio 

Atalania 

AC Milan 

Juventus 

Verona 

Bari 


Standings „ 

Tabulate under: played, won. drawn, 
lost goals for. against, points: 

AC Milan 30 20 4 6 50 25 44 

Napoli 30 IV 9 4 47 29 43 

Inter 30 16 8 6 40 27 40 

Sampdoria 30 14 10 0 42 25 38 

Juventus 30 13 12 5 47 32 38 

Roma 30 13 10 7 41 37 3b 

Atalania 30 11 10 9 34 37 32 

Bologna 30 9 14 7 25 2« 32 

Bari 30 5 IS 7 32 30 28 

Lazio 30 7 13 10 31 32 27 

Genoa 30 5 15 10 24 29 25 

LcCCC 30 8 8 14 24 42 24 

Fiorcniina 30 5 13 12 34 38 23 

Cremonese 30 5 13 12 29 40 23 

Cesena 30 5 13 12 23 34 23 

Udinese 30 5 13 12 33 47 23 

Verona 30 5 12 13 23 38 22 

Ascoli 30 3 13 14 |9 in 


■ Gooch slams W. Indies for 83 

England reach 1 89 for two 


PORT OF SPAIN. Trinidad. 
March 25. (Reuter): England 
captain Graham Gooch batted 
throughout a second day shor- 
tened by rain and bad fight to 
lead his side into a commanding 
position in the second Test 


against West Indies yesterday. 

His marathon unbeaten 83 
carried England to 1 89 for two at 
stumps — only 10 runs behind 
West Indies* first innings score. 

Gooch, a model of restraint, 
has so far batted for a total of sue 



Gooch, unbeaten on 63 


and a half hours, hitting just 
three fours. 

He was given staunch support 
by Wayne Larkins, who made his 
highest Test score, an equally 
painstaking 54. in exactly four 
hours. 

Larkins outscored his captain 
before he became West Indies’ 
first victim of the day 28 minutes 
before tea. Pushing forward to 
Curtly Ambrose, he got an edge 
to a ball that left him and gave 
wicketkeeper Jeff Dujon a 
straightforward catch. 

His 1 12-run partnership in 53 
overs with Gooch was the best 
opening stand by England in a 
Test since Gooch and Chris 
Broad put on 125 at Nottin- 
gham. England, in 1988 

Gooch and Larkins, both 
natural strokemakers. were pin- 
ned down by some accurate 
bowling on a wicket helpful to 
theseamers. 

But despite playing and miss- 
ing several times — Gooch was 
beaten three times in one over 
from the luckless Ezra Moseley 
— they never wavered from their 
task of providing a solid plat- 
form for a big total. 

Gooch, cutting out virtually 
every shot with the slightest risk 
attached, did not hit a boundary 
until a quarter of an hour before 
tea when he went to his 50 from 
1 76 balls with only two fours. 

Larkins reached his maiden 
Test half century a little quicker 


Morocco gets a new star 


AIX-LES-BAINS. France, 
March 25. (Reuter): Morocco 
unearthed a new star of long-dis- 
tance running as the relatively 
unknown Khalid Skah won the 
world cross country title for king 
and country. ; 

The imperious mannier in 
which Skah disposed of the 
challenge of the powerful -Ken- 
yan team and the impish Way in 
which he celebrated his victory 
marked him out as an authentic 
new character on the athletics 
scene. 

The 23-year-old law sLudem is 
the second Moroccan to follow 
Said Aouita into the spotlight — 


after Brahim Boutayeb's equally 
surprising Olympic 10,000 
metres triumph in Seoul — and is 
unlikely to be the last. 

’There are a lot of others just 
wailing to come through,” the 
chirpy and likeable Skah said 
with a grin after beating the 
world's best yesterday. 

Skah showed an Aouita touch 
in the race, moving to the front 
300 metres from the end of the 
12.2-km course with a blistering 
turn of pace which the four 
thoroughbred Kenyans with him 
could not match. 

He confidently held off their 
challenge in the final sprinl. 


waved to acknowledge his vic- 
tory 10 metres from the line and 
crossed the tape just ahead of 
Moses Tanid and Julius Korir. 

“I dedicate my victory to the 
king of Morocco," he said. “I am 
very proud and very happy. I 
came here to win and I won — 
thanks to the hard work and 
preparation 1 pul in.” 

If Skah owes something to 
Aouita's racing style, he is any- 
thing but a carbon copy. 

His exuberant, extrovert per- 
sonality contrasts-sharply with 
that of the supreme record- 
breaker and his training methods 
are highly individualistic, loo. 


New Zealand namethree new caps 


WELLINGTON. March *25. (Reuter): New 
Zealand have named a 16-man squad including 
Richard Hadlee and three new caps for their cricket 
tour of England this year. ' . 

Hadlee, 38. the only man to take400Test wickets, 
confirmed his availability for the lour on Friday. 

Opener John Wright, who has scored three Test 
centuries while leading Net# Zealand to victories 
over India and Australia thil year, will captain the 
side. i : 



Soviet goalkeeper l - 

Alexandra Yashin, mother ot legendary Soviet goalkeeper Lev Yashin, 
crys over her dead son on Saturday evening during a ceremony at the 
Dinamo Stadtum. Moscow. Yashir\died on March 20. (Reuter wire- 

photo) 


The new players are wicketkeeper Adam Parore. 
ali-rounder Mark Priest and paceman Jonathan 
Millmow. 

Team: John Wright (captain). Marlin Crowe. 
John Bracewell, Jeff Crowe, Trevor Franklin. Mark 
Greatbatch. Richard Hadlee, Andrew Jones. Jon- 
athan Millmow. Danny Morrison. Adam Parore. 
Mark Priest Ken Rutherford/lan Smith. Martin 
Snedden. Shane Thomson. 


Nikkola wins 

PLANICA. Yugoslavia. March 
25, (AP): Ari Pekka Nikkola of 
Finland sailed 123 metres (403 
feet) in his first jump to capture 
first place today in this season's 
final World Cup ski jumping 
event. 

The overall World Cup cham- 
pion added another 115 metres 
(377 feet) in the second series 
after registering the day's longest 
jump in the first, compiling a 
total of 226 points. 

“I wanted to show that 1 am 
currently the besL in the world.” 
Nikkola said. 

Nikkola finished ahead of 
Dieter Thomma of West Ger- 
many. who had two jumps of 117 
metres (383 feet) and was awar- 
ded 221 points. Third was 
Yugoslavia's Prunoz Ulaga with 
1 1 S and 1 1 3 metres (387 and 370 
feet) and 218 points. • 

Eighty jumpers from 20 
nations look part in the two-day 
event which took place -despite 
persistent rain which threatened 
to wash away snow from the 
huge 120-metre (393-foot) 
board. 


Rainey triumphs in Japanese Grand Prix 
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Rainey (right) anr* Gardner spray champagne during the awarding 
ceremony. (Reuter wirephoto) 


•SUZUKA. Japan. March 25. 

Reuter): American Wayne Rainey 
: avenged his defeat by compatriot 
‘ Kevin Schwantz in last year's race to 
.win the Japanese 500 cc Motorcy- 
cling Grand Prix today. 

Schwantz. seeking his third succes- 
sive victory m the season's opening 
event, fell on the last lap but 
recovered immediately to take third 
. place belli nd former world champion 
Wayne Gardner of Australia. 

‘ Rainey, riding a Yamaha, claimed 
his fifth 500 cc Grand Prix. complet- 
ing the 128.9-km race in 48 minutes 
52.475 seconds after leading from 
start to finish. 

"I didn't see much of anyone else. 
' just a lot of skid.” a smiling Rainev 
■jaid afterwards. 

. “It was a very tough race, it was 
very very windy and i think that 
r might be why a lot of guys fell down.” 
4 Of the 2? starters, only 13 riders 
ftraipietcd the race on the 22-lap 


5. 8 59- km circuit in sunny but cold 
and windy weather. 

World champion Eddie Lawson 
wasoneofthc 10 who failed to finish, 
crashing out of the race after a brush 
with Australia's Michael Doohan at 
the end of the back straight on the 
fifth lap. 

As Doohan braked his Honda at 
the comer his front wheel slid away 
and clipped Lawson's rear wheel. 
Lawson lost control and crashed on 
to the dirt. 

Doohan. who attributed the 
incident to brake trouble, said: “The 

worst thing about the crash was tak- 
ing Eddie oul" 

Schwantz's team mate Kevin 
Magee of Australia was fourth, foll- 
owed by Alfonso Pons of Spain, last 
year’s 250 oc world champion. 

The 250 cc race was won by Italy’s 
Luca Cadalora on a Yamaha, his 
fifth Grand Prix victory. 


— from 146 balls — with just two 
boundaries. 

Although Alec Stewart made 
only nine before gloving an 
Ambrose bouncer to Jeff Dujon. 
he stayed with Gooch for an hour 
and a half, helping him to add 40 
and increase England's control. 

Allan Lamb, century maker it) 
the first Test won by England, 
immediately announced himself 
with a powerful cut for four off 
Ambrose, but was twice beaten 
in the same over. The England 
vice-captain then came down the 
wicket to off-spinner Carl 
Hooper and drove him over mid - 
on for another boundary. 

Skipper Desmond Haynes 
took the new ball in the 80th 
over, but to no effect as Lamb 
and Gooch added 37 in 45 min- 
utes to bring some much-needed 
acceleration. 

When bad light brought a 
premature end to the day's play 
just 146 runs had been scored 
from 69 overs. 

Scoreboard 

WEST INDIES first innings 199 (G. 
Logie 98; D. Malcolm four for 60) 

ENGLAND first innings (overnight 
43 for no wicket] 

G Gooch not out 83 

W. Larkins c Du|on b Ambrose 54 



The victorious Rams players with Radi Mohammed.Murad and other officials. 

Rams beat Bombay for title 


RAMS Cricket Club beat Bom- 
bay Youth Cricket Club by 44 
runs to win the Radi Mohammed 
Murhd Shield cricket tour- 
nament at the Salmiya Cricket 
Ground on Friday. 

After winning the toss. Rams 
opted to make first use of the. 
wicket but were off to a bad start 
as they lost their first five wickets 
with only 36 runs only the board. 
Rams captain took charge of the 


A. Stewart c Dujon b Ambrose...—. 9 J vk 

A Lamb not out 20 p roceedipgs land started to lift jus 

Extras (b-6 lb-7 w-2 nb-8) 23 1 *“ ~ ,t fhm ^ "■'' U 




/ ■■'ki : a\* 


Total (two wickets] . — . — 1 89 

Fall Of wickets: 1-1122-152 
T o barn. Smith, R. Bailey, D. Cape!, 
R. Russell. G. Small, A Fraser, D. 
Malcolm • 


Madjer wants 
to play for 
Spanish club 

ALGIERS. March 25, 
(Reuter): Algerian soccer star 
Rabah Madjer was quoted 
today as saying he was keen to 
play for Spanish club Celia 
Vigo if his Portuguese club 
Porto would release him for 
three months. 

“I have given my 
agreement for a contract that 
would not exceed three mon- 
ths." he told the Algerian 
daily El -Moudjahid. after dis- 
cussing terms with his man- 
ager. 

“Celia Vigo is in a dan- 
gerous position in the stand- 
ings and is countfifa on me to 
help it" 

Madjer. who led Algeria to 
victory in this month’s Africa 
Cup in Algiers, said he had 
now to negotiate his absence 
from Porto. 

The Algerian, voted Best 
Player in the eight-nation 
Cup. confirmed be would no 
lonjger play for Algeria's 
national team despite pres- 
sure to remain from trainer 
Abdelhami'd Kermali. 

“I have not changed my 
position.” he said. 


team out of the doldrums with 
some fine shots. 

Derek got on top of the bowl- 
ing after some time and ham- 
mered all the Bombay bowlers 
before the game was shortened to 
20 overs. Derek remained 
unbeaten on 93 as Rams scored 
157 for the loss of nine wickets. 
Derek hit five sixes and six fours. 

For Bombay Youth, Derek 
took four wickets for 30 runs 
while Shan ker got two for 17. 

The game was over very 
quickly as the Bombay batsman 
failed to get on top. of the Rams 
bowling and the whole side was 
out for 113 runs in only 16.2 
overs. Naresh scored 35 while 
Imtiazhii26. 

Francis was the most success- 
ful Rams bowler withfour for 17.. 

After the match, Radi 
Mohammed Murad gave away 
the prizes. Gold medals were 
given to all the players of the 
winning team while the runners- 
up got silver medals. 

Roy Verghese was named 
Man of the Tournament and he 
received his award from 
Mohammed Hasib Khan, the 
manager of Salmiya Cricket 
Club. John China (Castrol) and 


The Bombay Youth captain collects the runners-up trophi 







Radi Mohammed Murad puts a gold medal around Derek's neck. 


Naresh (Bombay Youth) were 
named Best Ail-roUnders while 
Francis (Rams) got the Best 
Bowler award. 

/ Azam (Ragistan) was named 
Best Batsman, Najeeb (Salmiya) 


Best Fielder, and David (Cas- 
trol) took the Sportsmanship 
Award. Prizes were also given to 
Liaquat (Salmiya), Victor Dan-_ 
iel (Castrol) and Masood (T ’ 


Douglas ready to settle lawsuits 

COLUMBUS. Ohio, March 25, (AP): Heavyweight boxing champion James 
“Buster" Douglas said yesterday he’s willing tb try to settle the lawsuits pending 
between his camp and boxing promoter Don King but not in a public arena. 

At a raucous news conference at a hotel on the city’s north skfe.Douglas had 
to shout to be beard as he said be would meet with King in private in an effort to 
iron out their differences. About 1 20 people jammed the small hotel conference 
room, only about 20 of them reporters.. 

Asked by King, who had not been expected to attend, if they could meet, 
Douglas said, “we're going to do that. 

“But not in public.’* he added. “I don't talk my business in public.” 

King, Douglas and his manager John Johnson, and rival casino owners 
Donald Trump and Steve Wynn are involved in a multitude of court actions 
related to future Douglas fights. 
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Senna mired his Honda-McLaren in (he mud during time trials on Saturday. (Reuter wirephoto) 

Prost wins Brazilian Grand Prix 


SAO PAULO. Brazil. March 25, 
( Reuter): Alain Prost claimed the 
40th victory of his Formula One 
career and his first for Ferrari 
when he won an exciting 
Brazilian Grand Prix today in 
front of a huge crowd at the 
A jlodromo Jose Carlos pace. 

It was the Frenchman's first 
w.n since last year's Italian 
Grand Prixduringhislast season 
with McLaren before the move 
tc Ferrari. 

Austrian Gerhard Berger fini- 
shed second ahead of his 
McLaren team-mate Ayrton 
Srnna of Brazil, who led for 
much of the race until a collision 
with Japanese Saloru Naka- 
jima's Tyrrell on the 40th lap of 


the 7! -lap race. 

Senna required a long pit stop 
with his McLaren crew to replace 
his nose cone and front wing and 
was never able to make up the big 
cefitit he had suffered. . 

Briton Nigel Mansell, hi the 
second Ferrari, finished fourth 
with Belgian Thierry Bout sen. in 
a Williams, fifth and Nelson 
Piqnet of frazil, driving a Benet- 
ton, sixth. 

Results 

{Position, driver, country, team, 
time) 

I. Alain Prost, France, Ferrari. 1 
hour, 37 minutes, 21.258 seconds; 2. 
Gerhard Berger, Austria, McLaren- 
Honda, 1:37.34.822; 3. Ayrton 
Senna. BraziL McLaren- Honda, 
1:37.38.390: 4. Nigel Mansell, G. 


Britain. Ferrari, 1:38.08.524; 5. 
Thierry Boutsen, Belgium, Willi ams- 
Renault. 1:37.33.877 (one lap back); 
6. Nelson Piquet, BraziL Benetton- 
Ford. 1 37.59.86t (one lap back): 7. 
Jean Alesi, France. Tyrrell-Ford. 
1 :38.00.860 (one lap back); 8. Satoru 
Nakajima. Japan. Tyrrell-Ford, 
1:38.27.693 (one lap back): 9. 
Pierludgi Martini, Italy, Minardi. 
1:38.31.426; 10. Alessandro Nan- 
nini. Italy. Benetton-Ford, 
1:3831.426 (three laps back): II. 
Nicots La rim, Italy. Ligier-Ford, 
(three laps back); 12. Philippe AllJot, 
France, Ligier-Ford, (three laps 
back); 13. Rtccardo Patrest. Italy. 
Williams- Renault, (six laps back); 
14. Gianni Morbidelli, Italy. 
Dallara-Ford. 1:20.164 (seven laps 
back) and IS. Alex Martin, Italy, 
Arrows-Ford (22 laps back). 


Doncaster win \ 

DONCASTER. England, Marchi* 
(Reuter): Doncaster beat Cambridge* 
United 2-1 (halfb'me 1-0) in an Engl- \ 
ish Football League Division Four > 
match today. a 

Shield cricket 

SYDNEY. March 25. ( Reuter): New 
South Wales were 2S6 for six in tfaeirf 
second innings at the close of xhq 
third day or the five-day Sheffield 
Shield cricket final against Queer! 
sland today. Scores: New Soul] 
Wales 360 and 286 for six; Queen 
sland 103. i 

Ban lifted 

AMSTERDAM. March J 
(Reuter): Mechelen chairman JcJ 
Cordier has cleared Dutch pair Jrt 
Bosnian and Greame Rutjes to j?. 
for the Netherlands in Wednesday 
soccer friendly against the Sovi^ 
Union, the Dutch ANP news agency 
reported today. * 

Namibia triumph 

WINDHOEK, March 25, (Reuter): 
Namibia beat Zimbabwe 33- 18 (half- 1 
time 24-6) in the new nation's first • 
rugby union international yesterday, 
staged as part of the independence 
celebrations. President Sam Nujoma 
and Prime Minister Hage Giengob 
attended the match. . 1 

36 arrested 

AMSTERDAM. March 25. ( 

(Reuter): Police in the southern 
Dutch town of Tilburg yesterday 1 
arrested 36 soccer fans who ram- I 
paged through a train, causing ! 
several thousand guilders (dollars) 
worth of damage. A police spokes- 
man said the Tans had slashed seats, 
tom out ligh ts and smashed toi lets as 
they travelled from Groningen in the 
north-east to see their team play Til- 
burg-based Willem IT. 

London marathon 

LONDON, March 25, (Reuter): 
Olympic 5,000 metres champion 
John Ngugi of Kenya will run fii the 
London marathon on April 22. a 
spokesman for the race organisers 
said yesterday. The spokesman said 
ic would be Ngugi’s first race over the 
42. 195-km distance. 

Modest debut 

AJX LES BAINS, France. March 25 
(AP): Less than a week old as a’ 
nation. Namibia made a modest 
international sporting debut y ester- 
day at the World Cross Country 
Championsliips. Its only competitor 
tobrj 1 Awaseb, ended up 169th om 
of 226 finishers in the men's race 
more than three minutes behind 
winner. Khalid Skah ofMoroS^ 
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